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PREFACE. 



Our aim in this Work has been to simplify Divine truth, 
and to condense in some degree the results of Biblical 
Criticism. Many Ministers in our busy age, with little 
leisure for study amid pressing duties, and Bible Class 
Teachers with still less time, will welcome any aid, however 
humble. For such we have ventured to print this Synopsis 
in the form of Notes, usually prepared for the Lecture 
Boom or Bible Class. 

The Critical Notes, rays of the many-sided divine 
gems, may remind the Student of previous exegetical 
researches. These hints are intended to suggest parallel 
trains of thought during weekly preparation. We i^gret, 
the severe brevity of our plan rendered the dogmatic form 
necessary, for mere mggestiom. As the English Notes do 



not indicate the authorities, we freely acknowledge in every 
page, our obligations to the labors of the living and the 
dead. The work possesses the results of the Author's travels 
in Egypt, Syria, Palestine, &c. where they illustrate the Text. 
His weak vision rendering- amanuenses necessary, will 
account for some errors throughout the volumes which may 
have escaped his notice. The Historical portions of the 
New Testament will follow as fast as the various scholars 
engaged, can complete the series. The Author records with 
pleasure the kind attentions of the Bev. Dr. James Hamil- 
ton, and Bev. William Ballantyne, to one who has felt a 
stranger in the land of his fathers. We commit the labors 
of eight years to the Adorable Lamb, whose Divine Light 
and Love invest these pages with whatever interest they 
may possess ; trusting His blessing will follow, even after 
the Author's pilgrimage is dosed. 

London, August, 1866. 



LUKE. 

GHAPTEB I. 

1. Foramwueh a» wumy kao€ taken in hand to ut forth in erdtr a dtelaration of 
tho»e thing» tohich are most eurely believed among tu, 

liXike and Mark eyangelistfl, not apostles ; Matthew and John were 

both. 
Lnke's Birthplace, Antioch. Eusebius, Jerome. 
Tradition describes him as a painter of no mean skill. Nieephonu. 
Supposed to haye been one of the seyenty disciples. Epiphanius, 
Thought to haye been one of the two who journeyed to Emmaus with 

the risen Bedeemer. Theophylact, 
A Gentile and Physician. GoLiy.U. Fellow laborer of Paul. Ph.24yer. 
At Troas, Philippi. Acts xvi. 10. Jerusalem. Bome. Acts zxi. 17, 

andxrdii. 16. 
Imprisoned with Paul. 2 Tim. iv. 11. "The brother" probably. 

2 Cor. yiii. 18. 
His style purest Greek of the Eyangelists. 
DCany Annalists. Honest but uninspired belieyers. 
Taken &c. Luke inspired, made no such vain attempt. 
In order. God of order shown in Nature and Beyelation. 1 Oor. 

xiv. 23. 
Declaration. Historical Narration, but not in order of time. 
Surely, &c. Christianity is built upon facts. 1 Oor. xy. 1-8. 
Had others' labors been complete, Luke had not written. 
Believed. Assured faith, begets confidence in others. 



Neither Mark nor Luke, apostles. St. James and Jade, anthors of epistles. 
DonbtM. Thohuek. 

"3fany"Lnka fa dn dea Mark, OfotiiMflholadingLnke himself, Alford. IpoexTphal 
gospels innumerable. Irenmu. Egyptian gospel, JlftU. ** Taken^ <f e." not a failiu«» 
Major. Attempted but failed, Theophylact. A rebuke for writing ^without diTlna 
commission, Origen. Miehaelis, Happily pursued Lightfoot. " Declarations,'' family 
Traditions. " Believed," a thing oertain. WeUtein, Completae sunt, Vulg JAghtfoot, 
Pally persuaded, Rom. iv. 21. Fully known, 2 Tim. iv. 17. Proved by arguments^ 
Theop. Accomplished, CompfteB. Puf ozmed, JETammond. 



2. Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning toere eye- 
witnesses, and ministers of the word. 

They. Apostles were eyewitnesses, eyangelists partially. 
Delivered. They taught orally. Traditions are not endozsed. 

B 



2 BUGOESTIYB OOMMENTABT [OHAP. !• 

All that the eyangelists wrote was irupired afresh. 

The Scriptures are fally and completely the work of the Spirit. 

The styles vary, bnt the shades of thought are preserved 

Unto 1189 L e. Christians. 

Word. Gospel written amid fierce peresentions. 

Composed without one single word of bitterness. 

Gospel is received by the wisest, purest, and holiest of men. 

Eyewitnesses. Apostles, 70 disciples, and 500 brethren, 1 Cor. 

xy. 6. 
He gives Apostles no flattering titles, Job zxzii. 22. 
Alludes to human, but not to divine sources of knowledge. 
One must be more than an eyewitness, to be an Evangelist. 
Ministers. Lat. servants, the form of the master, Phil. 2. 7. 



** Delivered," notiha bMia of fbe gospel, Major, Luke a oompiler, Sehleiermaeher, 
Oral tradition, Oo«t«r0«0. Plenary inspiTation, dearly taught, 2 Tim. ilL 16. VariaMon 
in etylee oaxued by the medium. Gold east by one artist, assumes the varieties of 
moulds, but the mtUeriale tsA forms are precisely as they were intended. " The truths 
inspired take the form of the varied minds and styles of each -writer. Syllable by 
syllable as a harp doth give a sound aoeording to the skill of the hand striking it." 
Hooleer. i-if* apxijC offleial beginning, Oosterzee. Of Chrisfb ministry, Doddridge, 
Christian dispensation long tix^e since, Acts zr. 7, Ligktfoot, VTnjpBTai actors in 
the Oospel, EUley, Qreek. Under-rowers in the ancient war galleys, generally 
riaves. They sat one row above another. Their oars were of different -lengths. 
A^yov Christ, EMey, ASyov denotes here irpdyfia v. 1. Erasmus. Kuinoel, 
iGxdstry of the Word, Le Clere, 



8. It seemed good to m« alsOf having had perfect understanding ofaU things from 
the peryfirstt to write unto thee in order, most exeeUewt Theophilus, 

Seemed. He neither claims nor denies inspiration. 

Perfect) &c. This can be said of no human aids. 

Uncertamty hangs round all, but God's promises. 

His book is not " the word of man," but of God. 1 Thess. ii. 13 

All things. The leading facts and doctrines of Christianity. 

Very First. Dawnings of the gospel era. 

To Write Antiquity, mode, and materials, Luke i. 63. 

Christ's setting so many pens in motion, proves His history divine, 

and His enemies insane. 
To Thee. Luke's gospel written, to build up oTie Gentile heart. 
31ie Spirit aims to build up the entire Church in future. 
Order. Not of time, but of classifying the events. 
We find fidelity, aoooracy, research, and order. 
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3<zcellent, applied to Felix, Festos in official station, Aets xxiy. 3. 

Fawning servility, a common form of hypocrisy. 

Tet " Honor to whom, &c." Bom. xiii. 7. ** Be courteouB." 1, Peter 

• • • o 

lu. 8. 
Highest, civil honors, enobled hy citizenship in the Kingdom. 
Titles of honor, where most merited are least coveted. 
Theophilus. Some illustrious, hut unknown Christian. 
Gr. Friend of Gad. Most prefer the world's favors. 
■«* Not many wise, not many noble are called." 1. Cor. i. 26. 



K&fiol et Spiritai Sancto. An old tranBlator adds, (kutentee, napi|ffoX. 
Haying investigated, Major. Followed closely. Broton. 

avtii^iv Christ's eiUire life, Alford. Above or heaven, Idghtfootf vexy beginning, 
EUieott, aKpipQg extreme accuracy, Major. Olshatuen. 

KaOe^fis as to time, GroHiu. Distinctly, CampbeU. Chronology, Laitge, 
Mlieott. OUhattsen. ConSeoatively, Alford. Brown. Classification of facts, EUlef, 
Kpar. most noble, Chneva Christians in general, Epiphanius, Hammondf offioiaL 
Oesterzee. As optimiu of Senators, Horace. Major. Term omitted in Acts i. 1. 
Oeo0iXe dwelt in Jerusalem, Josephus. Alexandria, Bengel Bome, Ootterzee, A 
pnpil of Lake, TV, and W. Christian, Athanasius. Miehaelis. FictitionB person, 
SaUHan. A magistrate in Asia Minor, Major, A freedman of Nexo, ChremoelL 
PhiLi. 18. 



. 4. That thou mightest fcnoto the certainty of thoee thingtt wherein thou hatt been 
instructed. 

Xnow. Gr. intensive — ^know perfectly. 

Knowledge embraces trutlis revealed for our well-being. 

Wisdom alone, puts that Imowledge in practice. 

Certainty of revelation, testified to by every conscience. 

Equal evidence of the divinity of the Sun and of the Bible. 

Bible divinity as self-evidencing as the light of the Sun. 

God and hmnan law hold us responsible for our belief. 

Things. Gr. wordsy truths, doctrines, revealed by the Spirit 

Instructed. Gr. catechized, instruction by word of mouth. 

Befusing light to men, proves one an enemy of Christ. Matt. v. 16. 

Ignorance is ever the enemy of devotion. Luke i. 77. Notes. 



Karijx* oi&Ily, Major. Brovm. iff^d. Lake hints at the brevity, want of order, 
and even inaccnracy of the many. Kuinoeh Soeptics deny man's responsibility, if ha 
errs honestly. Brougham^t Life of VoUaire4 



4 SUGGESTIVE OOMMENTABY [OHAP. I. 

6. There tD(u in the day 9 of Heroic the king of Judea^ a certain priest named 
Zaeharicu, of the course ofAbia: and his toifewaeofthe daughters qfAaron, and 
her name was EliMabeth, 

It came. Prophetic harp had been silent for 526 years. Dan. Tii. 12. 
From the building of the second temple, no revelation was given. 
A departed sceptre, proved the time of the Shiloh had come. Qen* 

xUx. 10. 
Israel's bondage, shewed a Redeemer needed. 
In the days. Christ bom fonr years before our common era. 
Herod the Great, son of Antipater, an Idumean. 
Aided Borne by bribery, after robbing his countrymen. 
At Antony's request, senate voted him a crown. 
The ^iBi foreigner who reigned over Judea. 
He slew Bethlehem babes, and 70 members of the Sanhedrin. 
Also his wife, and sons Alexander and Aristobulus, through envy. 
He rebuilt the Temple, adorning it with splendor. 
Built several theatres in Judea, in honor of Caesar. 
Beigned 37 years a monster of cruelty. 
King. Judea had been ruled by Asmoneans 100 years. 
Judea. 1. named Canaan ; 2 Land of Promise. Heb. zi. 9. 
8 Land of the Hebrews ; 4 of Israel ; 5 of Judah ; 6 Holy Land. 
7 Palestine from Philistines on the north coast. 
Length 170 ; breadth 65 miles. Division 12 tribes. 
1 Galilee ; 2 Samaria ; 3 Judea ; 4 Perea ; 5 Idumea. 
Plains. 1 Sharon. 2 Esdraelon. 3 Jeridio or Jordan. 
Bivers. Jordan. Amon. Lakes. Dead Sea and Galilee. 
Mountains. Lebanon. Hermon. Tabor. Olivet of Judea. 
Harvest from April to June. The Vintage July, to October. 
Products, Millet or wheat, barley, grapes, oranges, dates, figs. 
Jerusalem 2400 leet, Hebron 2600 feet above the sea. 
Barrenness supposed miraculous. Jer. iv. 27. xviii. 16. Ezek. xir. 

16. Mic.viLlS. 
^iest. First bom was priest until the law of Sinai. 
In their stead the tribe of Levi was chosen. Num. iii. 41. 
Noah, Abraham, Job, Laban, Isaac and Jacob, sacrificed. 
Exceptions. Melchisedec, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah. 
They offered gifts, kept sacred fire, and made shew bread. 
Kadab and Abihu slain for offering strange fire. Lev. x. 2. 
Uzziah imauthorized, smitten with leprosy. 2 Ch. xxvi. 19. 
They must always wash before sacrificing. Ex. xxx. 17. 21. 
Touched not the dead, entered office at 30 years of age, left at 50. 
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No land g^yen them, they inhabited 18 dties. 

Sldn, wool, select portions of victims, first frnitB and tithes of the 

land, theirs. Lev. -vii. 6. 
First bom of clean animals sacrificed ; miclean, redeemed. 
Judges and instructors in peace, bore the ark in war. Den. xx. 2. 
Course, not lineage, but order of service set by David. 1 Ch. xxiv.* 
24 Courses, one class ministering a week at the Temple. 
Only four courses returned from Babylonish captivity. Ezra ii. 86. 
These four were again divided into 24. 
There may be a stuscesHon in a forsaken church. 
It remained, when Christ was crucified, and Spirit quenched. 
Wife. Marriage instituted in Paradise, for well being of society. 
Finding a good one is of God's favor. Pro. zviii. 22. 
Christ's first miracle, sanctioned a wedding at Cana. John ii. L. 
Abia, descendant of Eleazar, the eighth course took his name. 
Daughter of a Levite, lawful ; of the priests, a more deHrable wife. 
Pious parents among God's richest gifts. 2. Tim. i. 5. 
Aaron. Son of Amram and Jochebed, three years older than Moses 
Wife, Elishebft; sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 
Aged 83 at the Exodus, ascended Sinai. Ex. xxiv. 9. 
First High Priest, because his rod budded. Num. xvii. 8. 
He made the golden calf. Ex. xxxii. 4. Seditions. Num. xii. 11. 
Died on Mount Hor in Edom, aged 123. 
Elizabeth. Heb. " My God hath sworn.'* 

rifiepaff XiirovpyLav Hetyehiiu. The dayB of atonement. Greek and Bomsa 
Calendar rests on this hypothesis, Doddridge. Upe^ff priest, henoe preahyter, Heh. 
Cohen A Prince, Zaoha, an assistant of the High Priest, I^fc4A>o<* "His wife.** Ha 
had a wife. Laehman. Tisehendotf, 

6. And they toere both righteous h^ore Qod, foalking in aU the commandments ojuI 
ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

Both. One in affection, one in interest, one in Christ. 
SighteonB. Either justification or sanctification. 
They always go together in the believers spiritual life. 
Christ our righteousness. 1 Cor. i. 80. Phil. iii. 9. 
No one perfect. Eccles. vii. 20. 1. John i. 8. 
" Who can say I am pure from my sin ? " Prov. xx. 9. 
Believers desire toheBlL that God demands. Ps. cxix. 47. 
Var from being sinless, they are blameless. Phil. ii. 5. 
Approved by God, and esteemed by men. Bom. xiv. 18. 



6 SUGOESTXVE COMMENTABT. [CHAP. I. 

Ancestral piety, not princely blood, was John's nobility. 

Before 0od. In the sight of an all seeing Creator. 

God. A Spirit, infinite in every divine perfection. 

Walking^. Orientalism for progress. 

Habitual tenor of one's life. Psa. i. 1. 

in darkest hours, houses still become temples of God. 

Commandments and Ordinances. Moral and ceremonial laws. 

Ijord. Sax. Bread Givers in capitals, Jehovah. Luke i. 11. 

Blameless. Irreproachable in their integrity. 

Bighteoug. Jevish laws, Major, ^vr. & diiea, moral and oezemonial, BsMa 
lAghtfoot. Synonymons, XuinotfZ. Justiflcationibns, Vulg. Good works here endorsed, 
Bhemith Notes. Af«f(> "Innocuos ambos cultores nmninis ambos," Ovid. 
O. T. placed piety in fear^ N. T. in love, Stier, Qiov from riQfifii. Fximitive 
with, AtOfff &C.J Oeseniug. Jehovah, Existing One, EloUm, lost Hebrew 
root, edluit, Havemieh. Jehovah not same as Jove, but Hebrew origin, Elohim 
Deity, Creator. Jehovah the Bedeemer. Affix "Living,*' as opposed to idols, 
Nieholaon. Jehovah the Hedeemer, pain and joy, BoienmtUler. Arabic word Height, 
StDoid. Three words, Ex. xiii. 14. Contain proofs of Eternity, Orotitu, CruHtu. 
laa, Egyptian Ck>d, Von Bhol^n. Essence and truth, Suxtorf, Essential personal 
being, Olshausen.. Matt, xviii. 20. Gtod, from Goda, Persian, same as dpmintUf not 
from Baxon goodness. Smith, 

7. And they had no child, beeauM fhat Eligaheth waa barren : and they both toere 
sow Vfell stricken in yean. 

No child. In the East, mourned as a reproach, 1 Sam. L 10. 
«• Children are the heritage of the Lord," Ps. cxxvii. 3. 
Here was desolation without murmuring. 
Isaac, Joseph, Samuel, John, were special gifts. 
Blessings long withheld, are more intensely prized. 
Well stricken. Far advanced in age. 

8. And it came to pau, that, while he executed the priesVs office be/ore God, im th$ 
order of his course. 

9. According to the custom of the prieit't office, hie lot was to bum ineense when hs 
went into the temple of the Lord. 

His course. The eighth in order. 1 Chron. 24. 
They began in September, and ended at the Passover. 
Custom. In sanctuary service nothing is left to accident. 
His lot. Three priests each week entered the temple service. 
1 removed ashes ; 2 brought coals ; 3 burned incense. 
Incense. Gnms from Arabia and India called frankineeruet from 
itefreedem with which it gives forth its odors. 
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Symbol of prayer accepted, Bev, v. 8 ; Ps. cxli, 2. 

Temple. Gr. skHne, Our Lord never entered this Holy Place. 

Priest taught, and Israel worshipped, in the sacred enclosure. 

The money changers and merchandise were here, John ii. 15. 

Built by Solomon, on Mount Moriah, B. G. 1011. 

On the verge of the Mount, 500 feet above the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

Threshing floor of Oman, purchased by David, its site. 2 Gh. iii. 1. 

Length 50 feet, Porch 15 feet, width 30 feet, height 40 feet. 

Materials marble, gold, cedar, brass — Hiram builder. 

Without window, Shechinah its only light, 1 Kings viii. 12. 

Holy of Holies, veiled by a screen, looped at each end. 

1 Court otPriestSy 165 by 119 cubits, Gourt of Israel, 187 by 185. 
Here Israel prayed in silence during sacrifice. Luke i. 22. 

2 Court of the womeny parted from Gentile by Beautiful Gate, 

The Treasury, here Publican and Pharisee prayed. Luke xviii. 10. 
Our Lord preached in these courts. John viii. 20. 

3 Court of the Gentiles covered 14 acres, all waUed in. 

Ark in the first temple, two tables of stone, budding rodi wiATitifi- 

Plundered by Shishak for 33 years. Buined by Nebuchadnezzar. 

It stood 424 years. Tabernacle before this. 480 years from ExodiU. 

In ruins 52 years. Under Cyrus Zerubbabel rebuilt it. 

Twenty-one years in building. 

This was larger than Solomon's, and Herod's larger than Zembbabol's. 

1, Ark and Mercy Seat ; 2, Shechinah; 8, Holy Fire; 

4, Urim and Thummim; 5, Spirit of Prophecy, wantinjs in the seoosd 

temple. 
It was profaned by Epiph'anes B.C., 163. 

12 B.C., enlarged and beautified by Herod, and used after nine yean. 
. Workmen engaged on it during all the Saviour's life. 
Soldiers of Bome under Titus destroyed it, a,d. 70. 
Mosque of Omar, built a.d. 637, now stands on the spot. 
Lord. Luke i. 11. See note on Itord, verse 6. 



Ovfiiatrai This office only held onoe by each priest. WeUtein. Flamen (flame), 
Bomaa priest was robed in white (purity), remained out of Bome, bnt one night 
(ever ready to sapplicate the gods), inaugurated and anointed, to offer saoiifloe. 
BlavA entering his house was free. He ma ever lor peace— touched no Uanened 
bread. Lewis AnL Zaohariah was high priest. AugvutUns. vabv only used in N.T. 
for the akrine. 'Itpbp the entire oourts around t. Christ nerer entered the vabg 
Trefteh, 



8 SUGGESTIVE COMMENTARY [CHAP» I. 

10. And ihe whole multitude of the people were praying toithout at the Hme of the 
ineenae, 

multitude. Hints that the season was the Sabbath. 

Praying. A dictate of nature. Heathen all pray, 

Our duty : Pray without ceasing. 1 Thess. v. 17. 

Dependence on God for all things. Acts xvii. 28. 

Christ's example. Luke vi. 12. Flock prayed silently ^ Hey. viii. 1. 

Without. Daily sacrifice burned on the gre at altar ^ while the priest 

went within and offered incense on the altar. 
Kg one could follow him within, under penalty of death, 
A bell announced the burning of incense to the waiting people. 
Leyites sang, and the priests sounded the trumpets. 
Time. Gr. Hour. Third and ninth hour, 7a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Faithful frequented the temple for prayer. Acts iii. 1. 
Day and night, each divided into twelve equal parts. 
Nine o'clock was the third hour ; twelve o'clock, the sixth hour ; 
Three o'clock, the ninth hour. The darkness of Crucifixion. Mark 

XV. 88. 
Night was divided into four equal watches. 

11. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord itanding on the right $id« 
of the altar of incenee. 

Appeared. No angel seen since the building of second temple. 
Angel. Called Messenger, Thrones, Dominions, PrincipalitieB. 
Living Ones, Cherub, Seraph, Powers. Rev. xviii. f. 
Power. 185,000 Assyrians slain in one night. 2 Kings xix. 85. 
Activity. •* A flaming fire." Heb. i. 7. Immortal in youth, Mark 

xvi. 5. 
Jehovah's agents. Ps. Ixviii. 17., Ps. 24, Eph. iv. 8, Rev xxii. 9. 
Celebrated Creation. Job xxxviii. 7. Present at Sinai. Ps. Izviii. 17. 
Life-guard of our Lord. Ps. xxiv. 7, Matt. xxvi. 53. 
Students of God's works. 1 Peter i. 12, Perfectly holy. 
Halo round them, painters borrowed from heathen, 
liOrd. Luke i. 6. Jehovah, the first Person in the Trinity. 
Jesus, Lord of angels, birth announced by angels. 
Kig^ht side. Esteemed a favorable omen by Greeks and Romans 
Two angels stood on the right side of the sepulchre. Mark xvi. 5. 
Jesus told Peter to cast a net on the right side, John xxi. 6. 
Christ, enthroned, sat at the right hand, 8sc, Ps. ex. 1. 



COAP. I.] ON ST. I.UKB. 9 

Solomon's mother sat on bis right hand. 1 Kings ii. 19. 
Altar of incense, of acacia, 22 inches square, 44 inches high. 
Four horns on the comers, and cornice, covered with gold. 
Stood in the Holy Place, between candlestick and shew bread. 
Genn of the first Patriarchal CSmrch — its ose notr, a perversion. 
Others bnilt of stone, not soiled by a tool. Ex. xx. 25. 
Altars are nnauthorised since Christ came. Heb. x. 14. 
Places of refuge. God of the altar chosen as protector. Ex. xxi. 14. 
Goyenants and marriages solemnized there in after ages. 
Built of 8odt of stoney of marble^ and hung with wreaths. 
Greeks and Bomans, built them on hills and mounts. 
Greeks laid their hand on the altar, and Leyites on victim, and 
prayed. Ley. i. 4. 



^oia root to $iay, Lai. aitar altos high. Oreeka and "Romang stole from 
Hebrews the idea of maUng altais places of refuge for the guilty, as they did nearly 
all their higher class of ceremonies. Horn. Od. 22. To Jove's intfioldhle altar nigh. 
Viigil iL 528. Enripides. 

Altar never called merely a refnge. Alford. Horns at first intended for binding 
vietlms. KuinoeU 

K.vpioir & dovXog oorrellative terms. Heb. Adonai, DominuSt Lord or master, 
implies inferiority. 1 Peter iii. 6-8. David called none bat Jehovah KVptOff Matt, 
sdi. 44. Jesus humbly attired, called Kvpiotr by the leper. Matt. viii. 2. CampbeU, 
ctmrortitr on account of the cmelty of masters, stood afterward for tyrant. In 
dassios, applied to the gods. In N. T. absolnte author of life. Synonym with 
pa<riXiv<r PaubUt need nine times in N. T., once of Christ. 2 Peter iL 1. Trench, 
Denied by Eranwtt, of Arian tendency. 



15L And vheu Zaehariaeeaw him, he vae troubled^ and fear fell vpon Mm. 

Troubled. He who served in the Master's presence, was astonished 

at the presence of one of His servants. 
Pear, caused only by sin. Perfect love casteth out fear. 1. John iy. 18. 
Moses at the bush. Daniel at the Hiddikel. 
Peter at the lake, women at the tomb, and John in Patmos, feared. 

18. But the angel said ttnto Aim, Fear not^ Zaeharias : for ihg prayer U heard: 
end thy wife EUsabeth ihaU bear thee a ton, and thou ihaU call hi* name John, 

Fear not. Dread of evil tidings, terrifies sinners. Ps. cxii. 7. 
Good men are well known to angels and fiends. 1. Ch. xxi. 1. 
Prayer. For the coming of the Shiloh. " A few names in Sardis.** 
Eev. iii. 4, 



10 SUGGESTIVE COMMENTABT [CHAP. I. 

Prayer. The offering of our sincere desires to Ood. 

Prayers offered to any other being, or name, is idolatry. 

It involyes a sense of our unworthiness and necessities, Orefn. xviii. 27. 

Penvtence, Ps. li. 17. Faith, Heb. xi. 6. Sincerity, Jer. zxiz. 
13. Fervency, James y. 16. Love, 1. Tim. ii. 8. Delight in 
God. Isa. XXV. 9. Perseverance, Eph. yi. 18. Humble sub- 
mission to Bis mH, Mich. yii. 7. In thenom^ of Ghxist. £ph. 
iii, 12. And a confession of our sins. 1 John i. 9. 

Jewish prayers Were chiefly praise and benedictions. 

Always answered, but in God's sovereign way. 

Our Bedeemer prays, but an angel is sent. Luke xxiL 48. 

Paul prays, but the promise comes, a thorn remains. 2. Cor. xii. 9. 

Prayer of faith, never comes weeping home. Henry. 

Prayers are filed, not forgotten in heaven. Acts. x. 4. 

If unanswered, our sins are the cause. Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

Prayers oft granted, long before we know their success* 

This doubly answered — Messiah comes in his day. 

His son is to be the Lord's forerunner. Luke i. 17. 

Heard. God creates a longing for an intended blesdng. 

Elizabeth.. Females long in the back ground in 0. T., advanced in 
the Gospel age. 

Living faith made her a fellow heir of graoe. I. Peter iii. 7. 

Son. A small favor, unless a child of grace. 

God's gifts, at times memorials of wrath, at others pledges of love. 

Son in old age. John ranks with Isaac and Samuel. 

John. Heb. bestowed of God, or God is gracious. Luke vii. 19. 

Thought to be bom at Juttah, 6 miles south of Hebron. 

Coming foretold. Isaiah xl. 3. Mai. iii. 1 — 4^-^. Besembled Elijah. 

Sanctified from the womb. Trained a Nazarite. 

80 years spent in deserts. Baptised many, Jesus ateo. 

Preached repentance and announced the coming Kingdom. 

Sanhedrim questioned him as to his official rank. John i. 19. 28. 

Herod heard, and imprisoned him in Machaerus, Moab. 

Thence, John sent two disciples to our Lord. Luke vii. 19. 

Beheaded because of Herodias danping, and mother's revenge. 
Matt. xii. 10. 



SitI, desire for postexity, OUhausen, MdULonatm W. and W, Brown, Btudea 
o< iaaaat fnjwes, Koeeker, Megwlah. Grotitu , Major, Lange. Neitbar. Ligki/ooU 
For the world. DdiTexaace of IrmL Doddridge, The nation. XMeif. 
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14. And thou $1uiU kavejoi/ and gladneu ; and manff •hoO r^olM at hU birth, 

15. Fark€»hdUbeirreatintheiightofiheLord,an4*haU4rinknHtkerwin€nor 
atrong drink ; and he $hdU be filled with the Holv Qhoet, even from hie twther^ 
Vfomh. 

Joy. A doable gift, to the parents and the church. 

Many would grieve to know the future of their children. 

Gladness. Gr. exultation. He may have seen in vision John's 
success. 

Rejoice. A joy, not in Christ, often a source of tears. 

He was " a burning and shining Ught." John y. 36. 

I7ote the interest of angels in the afCairs of earth. 

Great, without title, wealth, office or power. 

In wisdom, piety, eloquence, heroic fidelity, and usefulness. 

Sigrht of, &c. What men esteem, God oft abhors. Luke xri. 15. 

Jehoyah looketh not on the outward appearance. 1 Sam zvi. 7. 

It here excludes all idea of worldly greatness. 

Officially, as the herald of Christ, aboye all prophets. 

Drink, i. e. a Nazarite, Heb. separate. Num. yi. 13. Law. 

A Nazarite, symbol of hoUness, as a leper of sin. 

He ate not grapes, nor drank unfermented wine. 

His hair was unshorn, and he ayoided funerals. 

The yow lasted a week, mpnth, year, or for life. 

Monkish asceticism opposed utterly to a Nazaxite's yow. 

Young men trained Nazantes, pubUc blessings. Amos ii. 11. 

Wine. 1, new wine^ juice of the grape, unfermented. Gen. xL 11. 

2, Fermented^ but free from all drugs. Luke y. 39. 

3, Boiled wine of honey. Num. xviii. 12. Proy. ix. 2-6. 

4, Spiced wine^ Sol. Song yiii. 2. 6. Strong Drink. Isa. y. 22. 
Made of grapes, apples, pears, dates, aniseed, honey, barley. 

First named in connection with sin. Gen. ix. 21. 2 Sam. xiii. 28» 

A Tnoeher. Proy. xx. 1. Source of evil. Prov. xxiii. 29. 

Source of woe. Isa. y. 22. Of error. Isa. xxviii 1, 7. 

Impiety. Isa. y. 11. Hos. iy. 11. Forbidden. Num. yi. 8. 

Common drink m Palestine, employed in Passoyer. 

Named with com and oil. Ex. xxii. 29. Luke y. 37, 88. 

In Temple seryice. Ex. xxix. 40. Lord's Supper. Matt. xxvi. 27. 

Alcoholic drinks discoyered by Arabs, 10th century. 

Holy Ghost. Third person in the Holy Trinity— Omniprefleno«, 

Fsa. cxxxix. 7. 
Diyioity. Formula of baptism. Matt xxviii* 19. Benedioiion. ft« 

Gor. xiii. 18. 



*" SUGOESTITB COMMBNTABT [OHAP. I. 

Kame,Qod. Acta v. 8, 4. Heb. iii. 7, 9. Jehovah. Num. ifl. 6. 
Etermty. Gen.i. 2. Onmiscience. 1 dor. ii. 10. Almighty. Acts vi 10 
Works. Psa. xaiii. 8. Worship. Acts. ir. 24. John ivi' 8* 
Eph.iT. 80. 

Mother. I ^ pour my Messing npon their offspring. I8a.div.8. 
Ibia hmta, that yery young children are converted. 
John and Jeremiah shared similar grace. Jer. i. 5. 



wJlZm «'"f^'-'*^I*»lMEB«. elder. "HeBhalnotaifakewji.nor.yaK." 
S^ ^^™ r-^? of trembling. le.. 11.17. Anythfag that inebrtate.. 
MM^ K-^ ^"^' ^ ^^ Pri-'eiPle. 4 »PI«rition, 6 eonl, 6 angek, 7 Deity. 
Sancfaflea before bom. OI.»a»«n. »,,«.. Meapnero. r„,«,.!. 

18. ^«d ma,» 0/ *», CT,M„„ ,j, j^, .HaUbetumfo tU Lorcl tMr Ocd. 
afony. NotaU. " Thy people ^^ ,riiij„g, &„.,. p,^ g 

T«^!?'*^ V *""*** S*""*"*"? *° '^^g Abraham's ,eed. 

S^ m!t^^^'T*^ """* ^°^- ^'™'^« °f J^^ob. Luke i. 54. 
x-ura. His mmistry of repentance confined to Jews. 

John was fte last of the Old Testament messengers from God. 
jLord, as Jehovah, belongs to Adam's entire race. 
THeir Ctod, does not confine mercy to Abraham's seed. 

JluMI^ '^".^°" "" ** *** '^'*' •'«""'"«• o/JlUa.,tot«mtl,.„eari, 

^"'7:iJti\t^'' " *"" """* ^^•^ ^- ^"^ «^ *• 

.^^refe« to God^ v. 16. Clearly asserts the coming of the Messialu 
^r. J. ^"^ ''^'"^ ^°' ^^ ^^ °^ Hosts." 1 Eng. 

aSc^^;," T, r'*^ '*"^*^« '"'^ ^-ti^ Kx^'-ts." 2 Kings i. 8. 

^weT Stt ''"T''"^'"^'- Herod and Herodias. John. - 
J^ower. Not of miracles, for John wrought none. John x. 41. 
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Wo say a Samson for strength, or Solomon for wisdom. 

John tnmed hearts. Mai. iv. 6, 1 Kings 18, John i. 7, Liike iii. 14. 

Searching, awakening ministiy, nnder the same Spirit. 

Elias, horn at Tishheh in Gilead. 1 Sings xvii. 1. Parents onknown* 

Foretold famine, and enraged Ahah and Jezebel. 908 b.c. 

Fed 40 days at brook Cherith, near Jericho, by ravens. 

Cmse of oil increased, child raised at Zarephath. 

God answered by fire, and 460 prophets slain at Carmel. 

He anointed Hazael, King of Syria, and Jehu, King of Israel. 

Ahab*s wife charged with Naboth's murder ; Ahoziah's death foretold* 

He called fire from heaven which destroyed 100 men. 

Crossing the Jordan, he ascended to heayen in a chariot of fire. 

His mantle and office were left to Elisha. 

He and Moses appeared with Christ in glory on Mount of Trans- 
figuration. 

Pathers's hearts would now faithfully train their seed. 

And fervently pray, pointing to heaven and leading the way. 

Children. Sin, cause of all discord, finds its cure in Christ. 

Gospel alone reconciles all the jarring interests of earth. John xiv. S7 

Wisdom, i.e., piety. God the Giv^ of the only true wisdom. Proy. 
ii. 6. 

AH the boasted treasures of earthly wisdom shall perish. Is. xxix. 14. 

The church of God ever the only Ught of the world. Matt. v. 14. 

Prepared, as a ship provisioned for a voyage. 



Elias.— As John was fhe f orenumer of Christ's first advent, so Elias will be of 
His second. Theophylact. "Fathers and children.** Patxiarchs to their descendants. 
EUley. To the child Christ. Pcaree. Beliewrs of every age. Sen;«l. Discordant sects. 
Hammond, Parental piety restored. Major. General gospel benevolence. Qilpin. 
Jews and Gentiles. Lig^foot. Strengthening family ties. Oosterzes. Spirit of tha 
ancient Chnrch restored. Calvin. 



18. And Zaeharias $aid unto tAe anffely Whereby »haU I know fkia t for I am an. 
old mant and my tcife well ttrieken in yean. 

Whereby. He doubts the oharacter and message of the angel* 
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Abraham, Gideon, vfith fkith, and Zachaiias doubting. Gen. xv. 17, 

Judges Ti. 17. 
The request was proper, bnt this motiye (unbelief) wrong. 
Desire for miracnlons signs, 1 explicable, 2 reprehensible, 8 snperflnotu. 
Morbid desire of Jews for signs rebnked by our Lord and Paul. 1 Cor. 

L22. 
I know. The sign given very different from any expected. 
God's word tmstworthy, without proof or pledge. Bom. iv. 20. 
Men trust their own deceltfal hearts against all e-vidence. 
He permits defects in the exalted, to cheer the humble. 
Mary^t faith, seeking explanation, had doubt solved. 
ZaeharidKz unbelief, requiring a sign, punished. 
Old* His sin was in resting on earth, not on Heaven. 
The very messengeta as well as message, were signs. 



Angtl. "LokA L 11. Mistaken for an evil spirit. UghtfooU 



19. And tkB angel anawerfng eaid vnio MfUjImn Qabriel^ thaib stand in thepn* 
§enee of Ood; and am tent to epeak unto thee, and to thew thee theee glad tldingt, 

1 am. Answer full of dignity, and plain to a priest. 

Cbtbriel. Heb. God is my strength. Only two angels named in 

Scripture. 
MiohaeL Heb. Who is likie to God ? An Archangel. Bev. xii. 7. 
Gabriel's services seem Messianie, Michaers Judicial, 
Zachariias, most probably knew th&t he had visited Daniel before. 

Dan. ix. 21. 
Stand. Gt. wont to stand. The posture of an oriental servant. 
Implies constant access to the royal presence. 
He explained the vision, and foretold the 70 weeks. Dan. ix. 24. 
He announced the birth of Jesus to Mary. Luke i. 26. 
Presence. High in the confidence of Jehovah. Orientalism for 

favorite minister. 
Olad Tidings. A Gospel. 1 The doctrines of Christ. 

2 Blessings promised in the N. T. 8 New doctrine. Gal. L 6, 8. 
Am sent. AngelB ace ministering Spirits, sent, &c. Heb. i. 7. 
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* OabiieV nameB ol aagelB leuned in Ghitldea, SoMetanuUer, Holds the scaleB at 
Judgment, Mohammed. Superstition now shows at Borne a pink feather, which then 
dropped from his wing, aviff, I wcu sent. TUehendorf. ivayy. Eng. QoepeL 
Ood speU Sax. good news. Luke iv. 15. 



20. Andy hekoldy thou shalt he dumb, and not able to speak, uniU the day thai 
theee things shall he performed, heeaiue thou believest not my vfords, which shall he 
fulJlUed in their season, 

• • ^ 

Behold. Denoting snrpriBe, and calling speoial attention. 

Dumb. He became deaf, asvwell as dumb. Lnke i. 62. 

All who cavil, sooner or later :will be silenced. "* 

Wonnds inflicted by divine lovB, become healing medicines. 

The more tender the love, the surer the chastisement. 

Speak. Denial joined to affirmation. Strongest possible assertian. 

Fulfilled. Foretelling events has as ever belonged alone to God. 

Josiah named 326, and Cyrus 120 years before bom. 

David's prophecies took 1000 years, Daniel's, 800 to fulfil them. 

Ood knows and controls the heart's secrets. Psa. cxzxiz. 2. 

Prov. xxi. 1. 
Believest. Believed not, unbelief leads to guilt and punishment. 
Holiest of men are not free from defects. Noah, Abraham, Jacob, &c. 
Seasons of mercy and judgments mingle in saints' experience. 
Jacob's importunity at once answered and punished. 



tritaw, deaf, Euthymius. Hebraistic word, Euinoel. Moral and physioal dumb- 
nesB, SosenmMUer, dinuuc, Bloomfield. Deaf and dmnb, LigMfoot, An ap(^leciio 
stroke, Hase. Speechless three days, Theophylact. 



21. And the people waited for Zaeharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in 
the temple. 

22. And when he came out, he could not speah unto them : amd they perceived thai 
he had seen a vision in the temple ; for he beckoned unto them, and remained speech- 
less, 

People assembled to worship. Indicates the Sabbath. 
Marvelled. His solemn errand deepened their interest. 
Speak. The benediction belonged to another priest's office. 
ITision. Divine revelation to one in waking hours. Job.iv. 12. 
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' Beckoned. Gr. assenting by nods, to questions of surprise. 
His unusual excitement prompted i)a.e crowd's curiosity. 
Speecliless. Gr. deaf and dumb, one follows the other in time. 
The ear regulates the voice. Laura Bridgeman lost her hearing, and 

in a few months lost the power of speech. 
The last word distinctly pronounced was •* Motlier" 
Silence of anger. 1 Kings xxi. 4. Of philosophy. The Stoics. 
Oi policy. 1 Sam. X. 26. A /orced silence. Phil. ii. 30. 
Of despair. A dying Pope seeing the crucifix. •* It's too late." 
A Boman crowd silenced by " Casar^s your friend.** 
Silence of faith. *' I was dumb and opened, &o." Psa. xxxix. 9 
A nine months' silence for one distrustful word. 
God's jealousy bumeth nearest the altar. Lev. x. 2. 1 King's xiii. 4. 



K(u^6<r, mechBiiioal parovisions in the ear for mtwie, still leare to t]ie mind the 
Bonrce of taste and ddU. Lobs of sight improves the ear, henoe blind love mosifls 
Sir Chat. BeU. 



2S. And it came to past, that, at toon at the dayt of hit minittraiion were 
aeeomplithed, he departed to hit otm houte. 

S4. And after thote dayt hit wife ElisNibeth conceived, and hid henelffine nionMc, 
saying. 

Hinistration. Great bodily defect excluded Levites from office. 

Lev. xxi. 17. 
Accomplislied. No haste of bearing good tidings, nor loss of speech. 
Could persuade him to neglect the Lord's service. 
Own house. Luke i. 40. Mode and materials of Eastern houses. 
An Orientalism,. The city "«7here one dwells. Matt. xiiL 67. 
Elizabeth, Sarah, Bebekah, Bachel, Manoah's wife, 
Hannah: illustrate the rniracvXom workings of God. 
Hid herself. Modesty ever the fruit of piety. 



Xctr. eiyil or military serriee of religion, JBammonA. Saerifice of God's people. 
Trench, Accomplished. The week from Sept. 80th to Oot. 6ih. Six years beforo 
Ghristian era, GretweU. Sid to avoid defilement, Ligh^oot. Keep her state secret, 
Qrotiut. Peculiar devotion, Kvinoel. It ezdnded him from offloe, as a prelude to 



» 
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25. Thus fuUh the Lord dealt wUh me in the day* wherein he looked on me, to taJu 
avoay my reproeuh among men. 

9^. And in the eixth month the angel Qahriel was tent from Qod unto a eity of QdUlee, 
named Naeareth, 

liOoked on. Hebrew mode of speech implying favor. Fsa. zxy. 18, 

119, 132. 
Only the chosen.few ever behold the king in the East. 
'* Many seek the Buler's favor. Heb. face,^^ but few succeed. Prov. xziz. 

26. 
Jteproach. Earth's judgments rest on ignorance of God's ways. 
Jews held barrenness to be the result of great sin. 
Offspring unrestrained, oft prove a bitter curse to parents. 
Abraham murmured — " I go childless." Gen. xv. 2. 
Spirituality of the N. T. subordinates temporal blessings. 
AzLgel. Their character and history. Luke i. 11. 
Was sent. Angels informed of what occurs on earth. Luke ii. 18, 
From God. Angels and apostles do His pleasure. John i. 6. 
Galilee included Palestine west of Jordan, and north of Samaiia. 
Scene of our Lord's youth, and most of his labors. 
Apostles all Galileans, pronunciation peculiar. Mark ziv. 70. 
People generally esteemed rude, stupid, and seditious. 
Creed despised ; hence " Galilee of the Gentiles." Matt. iv. 15. 
The Emperor Julian dying, defiantly called Jesus " Galilean" 
Nazareth.. Heb. separated, not named in the 0. T. Population 8000# 
Six miles N.W. of Tabor, 70 miles N. of Jerusalem. 
Mounts of Hermon, Bashan; Valley of Jordan, of Esdraelon. 
Tabor, Gilboa, Samaria, Carmel, and Mediterranean sea visible from it. 
It had an evU name. John i. 46. Jesus dwelt there 80 years. 
Bome, Jerusalem, Athens passed by in God's sovereignty. 
"While Nazareth, unknown or despised, was selected. 



" Beproaehj" Eeys of oloads, heart, -womb, and the grave, in God's hands. Babbie, 
'*Da tontam nomen mane Connbii, lieeat tnmolo aoripBisBe Catcmis, Marda,** Lueanm 
" Oamee,** 204 villages, and 8 millions pop., Joeephtu. Under Hadrian 966 towns laid 
-waste in Jndea, Dion ComUu. Hence the moltitades following Christ, ChreeweU, 
Andrews. (HaZapkO) Heb. separate, Oetenius, Crown, Bengel, Branch, Matt. ii. S8 
Why Christ called a Nazarene ; — an unsolved difficulty, A^ord, Mary had property 
there, OUhausen, Na^(upaTo(r ia rode Oieek, indicating a dweller in Nasizeth, not 
referring to Nmn. vi 18, MiehaeUe. 



18 BUGOESTIVE OOICUENTAEY [CHAP. I. 

97. Toa virgin etpomed ioaman vfKose name vmx$ Joseph, of the hotue of David; and 
the virgin*t name yna Mary. 

Virgin. Foretold by Isaiali vii. 14. Jews did not expect this. 

When scoffers cannot refute, they bitterly revile. 

Council of Trent teaches her inunacnlate conception. Tiii, 6, 6. 

A. descendant of David, verse 82, a link in Christ's incarnation. 

After her return from Egypt to Nazareth, she is named five times. 

Three times reproved. Matt. xii. 46, 50. Luke ii. 49, 50. John H. 4. 

John enjoined by the Saviour to protect her. John xix. 26. 

She is named among disciples after the Ascension. 

She confesses her need of a Bedeemer. Luke i. 47. 

For nearly thirty years, knoTvn as Joseph's mle, John vi. 42. 

Her sons and daughters doubtlessly but one family. Matt. xiii. 55. 6. 

Xispoiised. God the author of marriage institutions. Psa. 68. 6. 

Her reputation screened, and a protector provided. 

Ko Jewess was married without being first espoused. 

Joseph., a just man espoused a daughter of Israel. 

Beceived angelic message. Matt. i. 20. Went to Bethlehem. 

Presented the babe, and heard the prophecy of Simeon. 

Went to Egypt, and returned to Nazareth as a carpenter. Matt. xiii. 55. 

Took Jesus at 12 years of age io the temple, and the passover. 

Here our knowledge of Joseph ends. 

At the crucifixion, he is thought to have been dead. John xix. 27. 

David, his character. Luke i. 32 hints at the promises. 

Shiloh mnst descend directly from David. Psa. cxxxii. 11. 

Maxy. Heb. Exalted. Same as Miriam. Ex. xv. 20. 



Tligin, Toseph, promiaent in Ibtt, Hazy In Luke. Ou Lord never aUndes to thiB 
snizadA. JPanl in Bom. i. 4, OaL iv. 4. John ia ailent, Ooetenee. Bomanists hold to 
lier perpetual -virginity, which the Seriptorea contradict. Matt. ziiL 65., Cazpenteri Matt. 
siiL 66| a Smith, Bede. Goldsmith and Oarpenter, Jerome. 



281 And the angel eame in wUo her, and said, HaU, thou that art hUgKbg fawmred, the 
Lord ie with Ihee: bleeeed art fhou among toomen, 

An^l. Note the simplicity and tenderness of this record. 

Came in within her dwelling, Sarah within the tent. Gen. xviiL 9* 

He passes Vy palaces, and visits the carpenter's home. 
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God chooses the obscurest to\7n for the greatest honor. 

The greatest city seat of the most degrading crime. Luke xziii. 88. 

Mary must have recognised His hearenly character. Matt. xxviiL 8. 

Hail. G. joy to thecj a usual oriental salutation. 

Angels spake Hebrew to Daniel, Chreek to Mary. 

As executors of infinite wisdom, their Imowledge is great. 

Wondrous news destined to make the earth rejoice. 

Because selected to be the mother of the infant Jesus. 

The message of a son to sinning Eve, was one of sorrow. 

This message of peace, revokes the former sentence. Gen. iii. 16. 

Idolatrous Bome changes a salutation into idolatry. 

Favored. A poor virgin of a humble town, Christ's mother. 

Abraham and David esteemed being His ancestor an honour. 

Gabriel saluted Daniel with the same title. Dan. iz. 23. 

Koah, Joseph, and Daniel found /avor with God. 

Very many prefer beauty, wealth, pleasure, and honor. 

Lord is, &c. Said to Gideon, Jeremiah, and Paul. Acts xviii. 10, 

Beferred originally to God, and then to men sharing it. 

Often in N. T. refers to this life, as depending on God's favor. 

Blessed. Said to the wife of Heber the Eenite. Judges y. 24. 

Most happy as the destined mother of the Incarnate One, 

Angel calls her ** blessed among women." 

Papists call her " Dispenser of divine favors." 

" Immaculate Queen of Heaven." " Command thy Son," &o. 



**Haa gradons penan," Hammtmd, Ave gratisB plena, Vulg, Not dassioal, aa 
intensiYe fonn of speech, Major, CSonfeiring of grace npon, Alford, JF^vored implies 
meroj, Light/oot, Beneficent, Qrotiut, Ditstingniahed favorite of heaven, Doddridge 
One much graced, Byle. Host celebrated, Wakefteld. cvXoy, cancelled by Tiaehendorf, 
Alfardt Meyer, Bracketed, Tregelles, Betained by Xoehmann, Mc^or^ Brown, ]ISicat| 
inter onmes Jnliiun sidus velnt inter ignes Inna minores. Horace. 



29. And when ghe saw himy she was troubled at his saying^ and east in her mind toftof 
tMinner ofeaiutaUon this shovid he. 

Troubled. Uncertain, whether about the angel or his message. 
Guilty, dread holy angel's visits. Dan. v. 6. Gen. xli. 8. 
Salutation. Luke x. 4. Customary modes in the East. 
It has never been customary in the East to salute /emaZe«. 

3 
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As mcro toys of husbands, ihey are kept in perpetual childhood. 
Their intellects are debased, their passions receiye incense. 
Cast. Proof of her serenity, while ^acharias feared 



Troubled. She might have thoQglit him an evil Spirit, Doddridge, iuTa. intonsivo 
form, Mayor 



80. And the angel said tmto her, Fearnot, Ma/ry : for thou h(ut found fawnur lotth (3odm 

Said. Direct converse to Mary, and to Joseph by a dream. 
Pear not. Fifty-three times, God thus re-assures His Saints. 
Fear hath torment. 1 John iy. 18. Perfect love, &c. Psa. xlvi. 5. 
' Good cheer.* Matt. xiy. 27., carries -with it God's heart and arm. 
Mary. Her name familiarly called, quiets her apprehensions. 
Good and evil, hear with diverse emotions. John xx. 16. Geii. ill. 9« 
Pavor. Gr. grace. All his favors to us are of grace. Eph. i. 7. 
Sovereign grace is independent of merit in the recipient. 
With. 0od. Angel's receipt, an invaluable remedy to the timid. 
Faith rests sweetly pillowed on His Omnipotence. 



%(ipti/, oharitas, gratiam, Vulg. X^P'-^ shewn to sinners, iXtotr to miserable. 
lAtter shewn to brates, not the former. God's love to men is cXfOff, giving his Soa 
Xdpiff, His kindness to the fallen race i\io<T, Trench, Had God been bonnd to 
pro'vlde an atonement, there would have been no BXeoff^ in Bedemption. 



81. And, behold, thou shaU conceive in thy xoomb, and bring forth a ton, and shaU 
eaU his name JESUS. 

Behold. Expressing surprise, and calling attention. 

Thou shalt, &c. An explicit prediction of the miraonlous birth oC 

Christ. 
A Son. Incarnation. 1 a fact, revealed in life, words, works. 
2 an unfathomable miracle, unprecedented, intimate, voluntary union 

of Divinity with humanity. 
8 Glorious benefit ; it is the glory, the light, the life of men. 
Shalt call. As to His official work and character. 
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Jesus. Heb. Saviouft Salvation the beginning and end of Bevelation. 
Substance of Gospel truth. 1 light, 2 Hfe, 3 liberty, 4 pardon. 

5 sanctification, 6 comfort, 7 peace, 8 hope, 9 triumph. 
Isaac, Ishmael, Josiah, Cyrus, John, named before bom. 
Saviour such as the world needs, not as Jews expect. 
Patriots are called saviours of their countiy. 
Human bondage never to be named with Satan's slavery. 



*' ConoeiVe.'* No groimd, grammatical, historical, or logical, for doubting that tba 
Chiirch in all ages has rightly regarded this passage, as on esplioit foretelling, of the 
miraculotu eoneeptUm, and nativity of Jesus Christ, Alexander* Itl<TOVV, Heb. to tave, 
Hiph. modified, add two letters. The salvation of the Lord, Is. vii, 14. Immanne sama 
uaJesoB. God with ns, and Qod is on our side, are then equivalent, lao'to', healing, 
Euaebius, CyriL 



82. He »haU be great, and sJiaU be eaUed the Son of the Highest; and the Lord Qod 
ehaU give unto him the throne of hisfatlier David. 

Great. Adorned with the attributes. He wrought the works of God. 
Promised to Moses as a Prophet, to -Daniel as a King. 
Son. Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God. Matt. xvi. 16. Heb. i. 8. 
Galled, God. Bom. ix. 5. True God. 1 John v. 20. Great God. Titus ii. 13. 
Everlasting Father. Isa. ix. 6. Mighty God. Isa. ix. 6. Adonai. Mai. 

iii. 1. Eternal. Mic. v. 2. 
Omniscient. John xxi. 17. Omnipotent. Rev. i. 8. Supremacy. Bom. ix. 5. 
Unchangeable. Heb. xiii. 8. God a Triune Being, a Mystery. 
Many things are above, not contrary to reason. 
Highest. Gr. superlative * The most High God.' Doddridge, 
Anointed King. 1 Sam. xvi. 13. Psa. ii. 7. Psa. Ixxxi^. 28. 
His proper Divinity not revealed to His parents. 
Throne. Hopes and line of David had long been buried. 
Human improbabilities, no barriers to God's plans. 
1 raised after deep abasement, 2 among Israel. 
3 among us, 4 raised, to faU no more for ever. 

Father. *' Jesus Christ our Lord, made of the seed of David." Bom. i. 3. 
Proves Mary to be a lineal descendant of David. 
David. Son of Jesse, tribe of Judah, bom at Bethlehem 1085. B.C. 
Anointed by Samuel at Bethlehem, short stature, ruddy cheeks. 1 Sam. 

xvi. 12. 
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Great strengtii. Psa. xvm. 84. Swift. Fsa. zyiii. 88. Bore staff and scrip. 

1 Sam xvii. 40. 
Genius for music brought him to the court of Saul. 
Victory over Goliiath roused Saul's jealousy, ^led with 600 men. 
Took refuge with Philistines. Beloved of Jonathan. 
Saul and Jonathan's death, opened the way to the throne. 
Beigned in Hebron 7 years, then at Jerusalem 33 years. 
Grievously fell into sin, as to Bathsheba and Uriah. 
His parental duties sadly neglected with Absalom and Adoxiijah. 
His generosity, humility, and piety, shine in the dose of life. 
He prepared the materials for the temple of the Lord. 
He was a statesman, warrior, poet, and saint, in one. 
Tj^pe of the Messiah in his kingly office. His Psalms abound with. 

allusions. 
Genius, integrity, fortitude, activity, perseverance, his characteristics. 
Died, aged 71. Buried on Mount Zion. Heirs reigned 60 years* 

Writings. Luke xx. 42. 



vibv. Mistranslated by Walcefield, not a son, Middleton. Conception of ChrisVs 
ohaxacter neyer conld have sprung from tlie mind of sinfol humanity. It does not exhibit 
the spirit of His oim age. His Godhead vms not humanized, his humanity was not 
deified, Neander. v^iorov applied to Jupiter, Pindar ^ Diog. LaerHus, Plurality of 
persons in the Godhead, cardinal truth, Gen. i. 26, Gen. ziz. 2A. Taught in the O. T., 
Psa. ii. 7, Psa. Ixxii. 1, Psa. Ixzzix. 27. Holy Spirit. Is. Uviii. 16. Three Persons, Psa. 
zzxiii. 6, Num.. vi. 24. Traditions floated from the Church to heathen, Plato*9 Timaeiu. 
Brahma, Yishnu, Schiva of Hindoos. Equality of Trinity denied by Arius of Alexandria, 
820 AJ>., Servetus of Geneva, 1681 a. d., Whitby. Priestley, taught, the Holy Ghost a 
mere attribute of God, Btier, Joseph and Maiy both of the family of David, A\ford, 



88. And h»'9h<M reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of hie kingdom there 
ahdll be no end. 

TLeign. Promising the crown to the Messiah. 2 Sam. vii. 12. 

He had reigned from eternity, — ^now his sceptre is owned. 

Mediatorial kingdom from the Father, to be delivered up. 1 Cor. zv. 24. 

Sovereign Head over all things, for the Church. Eph. i. 22. 

HoiLse. Kingdom of Israel, in mercy, embraces Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Kingdom of the Saints, called *' House of Jacob." Isaiah Iviii. 14. 

•TBCob. Heb. supplantert son of Isaac and Bebekah. 

Twin brother to Esau, the elder bom. Gen. xxv. 81. 



• I.] ON 8T« LUXE* 

Jacob by fraad obtaini Isaao^s blessing, and primogeidtixre. 

Flies to Mesopotamia, 600 miles, — ^vision of the ladder. Gen. zxviii. 12. 

Serves Laban 20 years, marries Leah and Bachel. 

Betnms to Canaan — ^wrestles with the Lord of angels. 

Snmamed Israel, ** Prince toith Qod" token of success. 

Bniies his beloved Bachel, — Joseph sold to Egypt. 

Mourns his loss 13 years — goes to Egypt — Olives 17 years — dies, aged 147. 

Blessed prophetically his sons — ^buried near Hebron« 1695 b.o. 

Mary did not understand all — ^implied universal empire. 

Kingdom., tmiversal, eternal, spiritual. Daniel vii. 14. 

84. llten taid Mary unto tlie angels How §hdll thU be, ieeing I kiuw not a 9ian f 

86. And the angel anncered and iaid unto her^ the Holy Qho$t thaU eome upon tkeSf 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore alto that holy thing wkieh 
shaU be bom of thee shall be eaUed the Son of Ood. 

How. Zacharaas' question one of doubt — ^Mary's one of wonder. 

All doubts concerning the Divine will, arise from unbelief. 

Proves she knew Joseph not to be the father of the child. 

Angel. Character and histoiy, Luke i. 11. 

Holy Ghost. Luke i. 15. 

Highest. The energy of the Godhead conveyed by the Holy Ghost. 

A human conception would give Him a depraved nature. 

He must be bom of a woman, that he might die, 2 Cor. ziii. 4. 

That he might be tempted. Heb. iv. 15. 

At once honors marriage, and avoids the taint of illegitimacy. 

Adam and Jesus created sinless, called " Sons of God." Luke iii. 38. 

Overshadow. " A virgin shall conceive and bear a son.*' Jsa. vii. 14. 

Fulfilled 700 years after in the Incarnation. 

The only key to the sinless life of the son of the virgin. 

Bon of God. A contrast with his seeming known humanity. John i. 84. 

'* Son of man^''* A contrast vdth his unseen, unknown Divinity. Matt. ix. 6. 

Mark ii. 28. 
A name never used by any one^ but the Lord Himself, 
Declared to be the Son of God with power. Bom. i. 4. 
BLis ordinary name at that time was Son. of David, 
Believers named " Sons of God.*' 1 John iii. 1. Bom. viii. 17. 



irZtT, Bhe had Toved perpetual virginity, Sheimish Test, answered 1^ FouUte 
Ilvtv/ia. mi hTEonasity the vorlE of the Spirit, caUed " Son of tbe Father.' *i7ri(TKia> 
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• 

Special divine proteotlon, Kuinoel, 1 overfiliadow, 2 surronnd, 8 defend, 4 infinence, 
BloomfieUL Fignre of a bird, Orotiui. Of a cloud, Oic«n, Alford. Nuptial canopy. Chill. 
A mystery concealed by a divine cloud, Calvin. Veiled as a bride, Bengel. A crying 
mystery, wrought in the silence of Ood, Ignatius. Not creation, hmnanity prepared, 
OUIiamen. Jlvtv. thjB act of Holy Ghost, creating his humanity, ^^v. v^itr. the act 
of the Father, uniting the humanity to the Divinity, Bd. Wateon. This declara- 
tion of the angel, all vre knov on the subject, has been scrutinized by friends 
and foes for ages, and not a syllable found inconsistent with the surpassing sacredness 
and delicacy of the subject, Brown. CK aov cancelled, Stephen^ Elzevir^ Ooeterzee. 
Attributed to the Eutychians. uytov notes singularity and sanctity of His birth. 
CeUm began, and the Jews followed by Voltaire^ Barhaltf and PatUtu the blasphemy 
which deprives the holy, lowly bride of her chastity^ J, Bye Smith. Test. Mes. 
Sceptics dreading to &oe the miraculous conception, deny the authenticity of 
1 chap. Matt., and 1 and 2 Luke, A. Norton^ Notes, vol. 2, p. 482. 



86. And,, behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son in lier old age ; 
and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren* 

Behold. Tidings of greater curiosity, but not of greater interest to our 

race, could be brought even by angels. 

Cousin. Gr. Eelative. Mary, of the tribe of Judah ; Elizabeth, of Levi. 

John and Jesus (humanly speaking) were relatives. 

Elizabeth. Luke i. 5. The angel graciously aids Maiy's faith. 

Working of one miracle, paves the way for faith in others. 

Ghrist'd eating fish, aided disciples* faith in His Besurrection. Luke xxiv. 
42. 

A Son. The sex of the unborn child is foretold. 

This sign was unsought by Mary. 

Barren. Iniplied censure on the popular reproach of her sterility. 

Sarah, and Hannah prepared the way for faith in a virgin conception. 



" Cousin," 6r., any kind of relative. The relationship arose from marxlage, ElXicotU 
ynpa yfjpei, TUchendorf, Alford. 



87. For with Ood nothing shall be impossible. 
Nothing^. Gr., every word i^ possible. 

Impossible. God does not bind himself with laws of nature, as chains, 
But cords in his hands are lengthened or shortened at will. 
Miraculous conception did not interfere with Christ's humanity. 
Adam's creation did not make him literally, tlie Son of God. 
1 Unbelief put to shame. 2 Faith is strengthened. 



CHAP. I.] ON ST. LUSB. 

3 Adoration and obedience exacted. 4 Loyalty crowned. 

0od*s power shinea in Redemption triumphant, 

1. Oyer Fhilosopliy. 2. It subordinates all interests and enmitieB. 

3. Oyercomes hnman depravity. 4. All other religions. 

5. By its hnmble instnunentalities, fishermen and tax gatherers. 



^fia, oo-exteofliTe ynXh thing, Woritawofih: qaestiozied by Buthymius, Me^ir. 
Gibbon asdgns Atb causes for the snooess of Chiistiaziity.— 1, intolerant seal ; 2, doetrine 
of jbnmortali^ of the soul ; 8, daim of miracnloas powers ; 4, pure morals ; S, nxdon and 
dise^Iine, IfUman, Notes, ohap. 15. A^vv, Fatnre. *' It shall be," an enduring principle. 



88. And Mary iaid^ Behold the handmaid of the Lord; he it tmto me according to thy 
Vford, And the angel departed J^om her, 

Mary's faith repairs Eve's unbelief. 

Feelings inspired were painful and embarrassing. 

Sandmaid. Gr. Servant : by Rom^ made Queen of Heaven ! 

1 Genuine hiunility, with joyful faith. 2 Quiet resignation, with active 

zeal. 
3 Faithful love, with unwavering heroism. 

Be it, &c. Contrast the silence of faith, with the silence of unbelief. 
Maiy's splendid future, weakens not her faith. 
Departed. Walls no obstacles to the coming of angels. John xz. 19. 
Heavenly visions, bright, brief, and parting blessings. 
His work finished, he hastens to return to his God. Dan. ix. 21. 
His stay in a world of dark rebellion, gladly ends. 
Society of kindred spirits, invites his return to heaven. 
Paul desired to depart, to be with Christ. Phil. i. 23. 



SovXti, Lnke vii. 8. yivoir6, 'Hxgin conscions of her began maternity, Euthymive, 
Mold, Qrotitu ; denied by LigJiifoot. Beyond the 'written word, all is bold hypotheHe, 
God's sovereignty in harmony Tnth man's free will, Qwimel, Condemned by Clement, 
in Bnll UnigenituSf 1718. Here the Pope is right in principle. Qaesnel himself denies 
man's freedom of lotU, except to ein, bat teaches hie re«|pon«tMIity, sealoos of tho 
divine honors of Jesns, «atn^. Luther, 
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89. And Mary a/rote In thou dag$, and went into M« Mtt cowUrjf iffUh keuUf into a 
eify ofJuda. 

Arose. Befers to oriental sedentary life. 

Went. Distance from Nazareth to Hebron, 40 miles. 

To confirm her faith, and share her wonder and j^y. 

They are -led by one Spirit, to a sacred friendship. Hal. iii. 16. 

Happiness shared is donbled, grief revealed is lessened. 

TT^ll country. Five-sixths of Judea are hilly and barren. 

88 Cities of Judah's mountains named. Josh. xv. 48. 60. 

Haste. Not of fear, bat of holy transport. 

She leaves it to God to enlighten Joseph, as He had her. 

City believed to be Hebron, * an ancient city.* Num. ziii. 22 

Kirjath Arba, or Hebron, Mamre, home and grave of Abraham, Isaac, - 

Sarah, and Jacob. Ghen. xxiii. 2. 
There God met Abraham, promised a son, and gave circumcision. Gen. 

xvii. and xviii. 
David crowned, and Absalom rebelled, there. It was 22 miles south of 

Jerusalem. 
A City of refuge, noted for its pool. 2 Sam. iv. 12. Still there. 
The tomb of Abraham, with massive walls, without windows, described 

by Josephus as ancient in Christ's time, is there. 
Grapes of Eschol grew there. City now called El Khulil^ " The Friend.*^ 

t. e. of God, Mohammedan name of Abraham. 



oirov^^Q, Jegns to be heneeforth fhfi prindple of aoUon, QuatneL She had 
married Joseph before this jonroey, Bug^ Ebrard, Had informed Joseph of her 
pregnancy, j)ronttto, aboat a month before, Alford, Jonmey, inconsistent with O. T. 
deoomm, but not with realities, and freedom of the Cross, Stier, 'lov^a, south of 
Hebron, Oosterzee, Roland. Josh. xr. 64. Hebron, Bengslf BeMO, Brown, Here oar 
Lord's conception took place, Bengel, 



40. And entered into the hotue of Zaeharias, and eailuted Elizabeth, 

Entered. Mary felt she would be welcomed, where God was honored. 
House. No word for hojne, in Greek or any other language, imbaptized 

by the Bible spirit. 
Honored roof, to protect mothers of Jesus and John for 8 months. 
Material of reeds, brick, stone, mud, wood : last, very scarce. 
Anciently of marble, porphyry, granite, chalk, mortar, asphaitmn, ivory, 

1 Kings xxii. 89. 
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They fonu a hollow square, with a court in the centra. 
This court paved, or planted with shrubbery. Psa. Izzxiy. 8. 
BometimeB a fountain. 2 Bam. xvii. 18. Coyered with an awning. Psa* 

civ. 2. 
Windows all open on the court, solid walls front the street. 
Barely a latticed window is on the street. Entrance is indirect. 
Boof of stone, or earth, oft cracked by rain and sun. Prov. zzrii. 16. 
Always flat, and guarded by parapets. Deut. xxii. 8. 2 Kings i. 2. 
Breezes enjoyed. I Sam. ix. 26. Devotions offered. Jer. ziz. 18. 

Acts. X. 9. 
Booths pitched there. Neh. viii. 16. Grass grew. Isa. xzzvii. 27. 
Walls of unbumt clay often dug through. Matt. zxiv. 13. Job xxiv. 16 
The writer saw a whole village swept away by the Nile. Matt. vii. 24. 27. 
Zacharias. Luke i. 5. Character and office. 
Saluted. Forms of oriental civilities. Luke x. 4. 
Christianity tends to refine and elevate social life. 1 Peter iii. 6. 



"House,** I>omiiza, Home, The name as well as the thing signified, alone found in 
CShiisiian lands or tonguee^ Heathen do not nnderstand the word. 



41. And it eame to pass thatf token Elieabeth heard the sakttatian of Mafy, the babe 
leaped in her toomh ; and Elizabeth was filled vfith the Holy Ghost. 

42. And she spaJce out vfith a loud votee^ and said, Blessed art thou among moment and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Elizabeth. Inspired to give Mary a proper reception. 

Heard. Maiy's tongue was filled with blessings. 

Babe. Mother, and unborn offspring, rejoiced together. 

Unborn, John offers involuntary homage to his Lord. 

Filled. Loving the Redeemer, we are not forgotten by the ^irit. 

Holy Ghost. Luke i. 16. Third person of the Holy Trinity. 

Spake. She forgets her own, in the superior honors of Mary. 

IiOud voice. Not ashamed, or in a whisper, to praise God. 

Orientals generally speak in a low sad key. 

She rejoiced to proclaim her immediate inspirations. 

Blessed. Bepeats the very words of the angel, reveled to her also. 

Blessed from heaven^ and praised among men. 

The new covenant, greeted at its entrance with hymns of praise. 



28 SUGGESTIVE OOMUENTABY [CHAP. t. 

1921 years before, all nations blessed in promise to Abram. Gen. xii. ^ 
A greater blessing was hers, to be a believer in Christ. Luke xi. 22. 



iLVi^utvfl<Tt, claBsic nse, "one breaking into a poetic exclamation,'^ Broim. ^pe^iTf 
FappooB, bidian; Babe, Gepr.; Baban, Ir. ; Babe, Eng. ; probably all dialects wore pne. 



48. And whence is this to me, thai the mother of my Lord should come to me. 

Whence. Elizabeth's outward states doubtless superior to Mary's. 

True piety divests the mind of all envy. 

Saints delight to honor those whom God honors. 

To me. Elizabeth confesses her inferiority to Mary. 

With similar humility afterwards, her son, '* Comest thou? " Matt. iii. 14. 

Motlier. Never afterwards called. Virgin. 

Superstition changes terms, and then worships the creature. 

Henceforth, she is called Mary. 

TULy Lord. Luke i. 11. She acknowledges both His Divinity and 

humanity. 
Before bom, she openly rejoices to submit to his sceptre. 
It compares with Peter's noble confession. Mark xiv. 61. 
As Lord, he has the right to rule, and the power to save. 



"Mother." In the yery face of this, Borne colls her, the "Blessed Virgin." KVpiOV, 
How can an nnbom chUd be called Lord^ if not divine f Olshausen, 



44. For lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine earSf the bahe leaped 
in my womb for joy. 

46. And blessed is she that believed : for there shaU be a performance of those thinffs 
which were told her from the Lord. 



soon. This fact cheered its mother, and confirmed Maiy's faith. 
Blessed. Man's blessings are mere breathy God's cany heaven with^ 

them. 
Believed. Zacharias' unbelief tenderly referred to. 
He at that time continued both deaf and dumb. 
He was unable to speak to Mary, a guest three months under his roof. 
Paith, a source of joy, a mystery to the world. 
The only ground of the Church's hope, is God's faithfulness. 



OHAP. I.] ON ST. LUEE. 29 

All the moral wonders of heroism, are the fruits of faith. 

Eve, through pride, believed the tempter. 

Haiy, through hmnility, believed Gabriel. 

Eve hoped, that man would become like God. 

Marj, that God would become like man. 

Eve presuming, admitted falsehood and death. 

Mary believing, becomes the mother of truth and life, 

Perfonnance. The Bible teems with divine promises to believers. 

Not one, has ever, will ever, can ever, fail. Josh. xxi. 46. 1 Kings viii. 66* 

God*s promises during 6000 years have not failed in one letter. 

All His covenants have been fulfilled with exactness. Josh, xxiii. 14. 

Faithfully,, He rewards His friends and punishes His foes. 



ayaXKtaati, to exult, to rejoiee exceedingly, to leap for joy. Lat. salire, to bomid 
M young cattle, Mai. It. 2, Major. Babbis aaeert, that the Joy of mothers at the esciq^ 
at the Bed Sea, oaosed their unborn offspzing to leap for joy. lAghtfoot. tfysterioas 
effects of sympathy, AlforeL 



46. And Mary »aid. My ioul doth magnify the Lord, 



Said. Visit of the angel to Mazy later, her song earlier, than Zacharias'. 

Faith is singing for joy, while unbelief is silent. 

This- ode immeasurably more sublime, than any of Greece or Bome. 

My soul. True praise. 1 Clear eye to estimate Xjkod*B works. 

2 A glad heart to rejoice in them. 3 A loosened tongue. 

Magnify. Extol. Creatures cannot add to His greatness. 

Bongs from humble, grateful hearts, magnify God. Psa. Ms. 30. 

Lord. Luke i. 11. "Praise God" is the name of the unborn babe. 

All the glories of the Messiah's reign, seem to rise before her. 

The grace of God, verse 30. Omnipotence, 49, 51. 

His Holiness, 49. His justice, 52, 53. His faithfulness, 54, 55. 

We have here the inspired echo of Miriam's and Deborah's harps. 



*' Said," Song, Hebrew-lilce is in parallels, Botenmutter. Mary did not oomprehend 
li, Bloomfield, Bat one mnst be inspired to know this fact. ^vx4) lower regions of 
the spiritnal man. vrviv/ia embraces vovtr, the conscience, latter ipiritual, former 
eamal, OUhausen. The whole inner being, Alford. **M(tgnify.** In Bom|^ and other 
litanies, song is slyled Magnificat, the first vord in the VuIqqU* 



80 snOOESTIVE OOMMENTABY [OHAP. !• 

47. And my $pirit hath njoUed in Qod my Bavtovr, 

Spirit. The Jiving soiil, all that is immortal. Gen. ii. 7. 

Sejoiced. Christ the gift — Ck>d the giver is thanked. 

None bnt believers have a right to rejoice. Ecc. ii. 2. 

1 A thankful joy. 2 Humble joy. S Hopeful joy. 4 God-glozifying joy. 

As a Saviour, He is only a cause of joy to sinners. 

As a Judge, (unreconciled) an object of infinite dread. 

My Saviour. A helpless guilty one, she claims Him her Redeemer. 

She esteems her relations to the Bedeemer, above those of a motJier. 

** Queen of Heaven,*' " Mother of God,'* were blasphemy to her, a sinner. 



awriipl, one recoveriiig that vhioh is lost, Vdlhner. Borne, 1864, deereed Maiy^ 
conoeption immftcnlate. The author, with about 75,000 Bpeotators, witnesaed the soena 
in that vonder of ai«hitectiire, St. Peter's. It covers nearly 5 acres. Henoef(nrth to name 
a child Mary is prononnced hkuphemy. 



48. For he hath regarded the low etiaJte of hU handmaiden; for, hehold, from hence' 
forth oil generations shaXL eaU me hleued. 

liOW estate. Not her humility, but God's mercy, is celebrated. 
God often makes something out of nothing. Illustrations — 
Leah. Hannah. Jepthah. David. 
The greater His favors, the deeper should be our humility. 
Generations. Embracing Gentiles, as sharing with Jews. 
Blessed. This word has long been prostituted by superstition. 
All believers admire and adore the grace that gave us 
The Incarnate Word; but abhor all Mariolatry, 



**ZjOV estate," abjectness, EUUy, Alford, Under disgrace sodally, in poverty, 
OUhamen, Ohildlessness, Oxford. Strange exegesis, fiaxap. Happy, Doddridge. 
James v. 11 refers to mercy, not humility, lAghtfoot, Afflictions, Orotiua. Borne blas- 
phemes with saoh tenns, ** Ladder of Heaven,** "Gate of ParadUe,** *^ Throne of 
Qod» "Jvlbe Natnm,** and " Coge Deum,** Fulkee, Notes on BheimUh Test. 



40. F» he fhat is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is Ms name, 
ISO, And hU merey is on them that fear himfirom generation to generation, 

ISighty. God the source of all Power. 

Great things. The angel's visit. ThegiojioaspKomiseofaSox^ Jesus. 
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When Infinite power, and boundless Mercy unite, 

Besnlts, worthy of Jehovah may be expected. 

Holy. God's holiness renders Him terrible to sinners. 

By the Cross, it fills saints with adoring wonder and loye. 

Hie name. All by which Jehovah reveals Himself to men. 

ICercy. All blessings from God are fruits of sovereign grace* 

Not seeming, but real believers, objects of His care. • 

On them. Celsust a.d. 120, the first writer against Christianity. 

Denied, God cared any more for believers, than for lions, or eagles. 

Peax. Filial dread of offending one loved, not slavish. 

Generation. The reign of Grace extends back to Abel. 

Embraces all who will believe, to the end of time. 



c\co<r, meroy of Ood to men as mi$erable ; X^P'^* to men aa HnfUL Wiokad vwt 
envy saints the divine zogard, Neander^ yoL 1, p. 229. Providenee answering pxajar to 
scatter an enemy's fleet, ridiculed, Maeaiday, Hist., yoI. iii. page 889. Amerioan Ed. 



51. He hxUh shewed etrength with his arm; he hath scattered ike prond in iks 
imaginaiion of their hearts. 

* 

Stren^lL Power of Gjod. 1 Creation. 2 Providence. 3 Redemption. 

Arm, shews His greatest power, hxind, less, finger y least. 

Scattered. Gr. Utterly discomfited — figure of a defeated foe. 

He defeats the counsel of many an Ahithophel. 

Fharaoh, Sennacherib, Haman, Julian, illustrate this. 

Babel meant a bond of union, but really a source of scattering. 

Proud. Pride the parent sin of our race, and devils. 1 Tim. iii. 6. ju 

It creates the widest golf, between Creator and creature. Dan. iv. 87. 



'£9ro(j}(r. A principle in Ood'b kingdom is here expressed by the words down to 
Viairktit Brown: Aim, Isa. Iii. 10; hand, Ex. iU. 20; finger, Ex. viii. 19. VTrepi}^. 
Appearing atxrre others ; haughty in thonj^ts ; prfanazily to Herod, the Idomoan. Ciav* 
Ihinoet thooghlsi OUhautvn, 
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62. He h(Uh ptU down the mighty from their eeata, and exalted them of Una degree. 

Put down. Dethroning and casting down Satan. Lnke x. 18. 

Mighty. Nebnchadnezzar, from a throne, goes among beasts. 

Belshazzar, in the veiy act of insulting God, perishes. 

Seats. Gr. Thrones. Earth's heights are slippeiy. Dent, zxxii. 85. 

Exalted. '* Promotion cometh neither from the east/' &c, Fsa. Ixxv. 6» 

ij&elievers onght to trace the footsteps of the flock. Sol. S. i. 8. 

Joseph, Moses, Samael, David, Esther, Daniel. 

Xiow degree. Affected hmnility, a subtle, dangerous pride. 

Humility no stage-virtue^ the chosen state of the heart. 

One has just as much Christianity, as he has humility. 

Characteristic of the King of Kings. Matt. zi. 29. Bom. Till. 9* 

True believers attain the possession of all God's rich gifts. 

Humility witlxin the reach of all. 

Pride overcame in^ai first; he overcomes at last. 

Other sins need temptations, this feeds like the moth, on our graces. 

Graces with pride, are powders uncovered carried in the wind. 



Avv. lavostod xrifh political power. Yalexian, a pergocnting emperor, a.d. 346^ 
dethroned, was used as a stepping block by Sapor, the Persian monarch, moonting hia 
horse, Jortin, Hist, of Saul, Herod, Ac., BengeU 



63. He hath filled the hungry vHth good things; and the rich he hath tent empty atoay*. 

Filled. God and Christ alone able to fill the soul. Col. i. 19. 

Hourly wants, need hourly shpplies. Matt. vi. 11. 

Htuigry. Poor in the East, find life a long battle for bread. 

Promises are rich to those hungering only after righteousness. Luke vi. 21*. 

Keenly sensible of want, they seek favor of their God. 

Worldlings boast of fulness, a proof of madness. Ecc. iz. 8. 

Good thing's. Oriental simplicity of speech., i.e., necessities of life. 

Grace, Ep. ii. 7 ; Goodness, Rom. ii. 4 ; Wisdom, Eom. xi. 83. 

Biich., in honors and treasures, of earth : poor, in God's eye. Luke zvi. 24» 

Pharisees, Laodiceans, and all self-righteous ones. Bev. iii. 17. 

Empty. Unbelieving soul, an " aching void," earth's honors hollow* 

Ecc. i. 2. 
Deepest curse, when God sends men to the gods they serve. 
Bent away with their hypocritical petitions disregarded. 
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54. He hath holpen hii $ert>ant Itrael, in remembrance of Mb mere^, 
fSS, Aehe ^ake to our fathers, to Abrctham, and to hie $eed forever, 

Holpen. Gt., npholden. Sending the Messiah^ Bengel, 
Sinners under crushing weight of hroken law, need help. Fsa. bczzix. 19. 
Bedeemer " travels in the greatness of his strength." Isa. Ixiii. 1. 
Servant. Gr., a child, or hoy. Term of endearment. Jer. xxxi. 20. 

Matt. viii. 6. 
Israel. Jacob's surname. Prince with God. Here, all Jews. Luke i. 88. 
Name given after wrestling at Peniel with the Angel. Gen. xxxU. 28. 
Bemembrance. Beference to promises made 2093 years before. Gen. 

xii. 8. 
Spake. Words recorded many ages before, now fulfilled. 
The Incarnation, the accomplishment of many prophecies. 
The source of all true blessings to the redeemed. 
A bud enclosing the hopes of patriarcks and prophets. 
Election. Conversion. Sanctification. Salvation. 
Fathers. Patriarchs, a nobler ancestry than kings. 
Abraham. Heb. Father of a multitude. Son of Terah. 
Bom in Ghaldea, b.c. 2158. City of Ur, site unknown. 
At 70 God called him in Mesopotamia, to Charran, or Haran. Acts vii. 2, 4. 
At God's call he went to Shechem, in the Land of Promise. 
Driven by famine, he went to Egypt — ^returned to Canaan. 
Dwelt in Mamre, dose to Hebron. Met Melchisedec at Salem. 
Visited by 3 angels, he intercedes for Sodom to be spared. 
Ishmael by Hagar, bom, Isaac by Sarah, son of promise. 
His offering of Isaac upon Mount Moriah, 25 years after. 
12 years after, Sarah died, aged 127, buried in Machpelah. 
Abraham marries Eeturah, by whom he had six sons. 
Died aged 175, called " father of the faithful.'* Bom. iv. 11. 
As ancestor of Christ, all nations to be blest through him. 
Integrity, hospitality, generosity and devotion, traits of character. 
Styled friend of God. Isa. zli.8. James ii. 23. 
Seed. God's elect. Psa. xviii. 50. Gen. xvii. 19. Gal. iii. 16. 
For ever. Duration of the blessings of the Messiah's reign. 
God never forgets promises of mercy, or threats of punishment. Hos. i. 4. 



"IsraeL** Heb., Han of Qod, Jero am. Thoa hast ooutonded, JtoaenmuIZer. Soldier 
€f Ood, Geeenim. Wrestled iritli God, Bolineon. **Seed.'* Oar Lord honored not 
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Vary alone, bat allied Himself to xedecmed humanity, Oirfordt OUhatuen. " For ever** 
refers not to remembrance, but to the $eed, vaitr, Gr., Child, Lnlse ii. 48. Maiden, 
Lake TiiL 51. Bon, Jo. It. 51. Yoang man, Acts, zx. lit. 



66. And Mary abode with her dboui three monXht^ and retvamed to her own house. 

Setumed. With confirmed faith, reiums to abide the will of God. 
Own house. God is glorified by domestic, as well as Church duties. 
A privileged spot where Jesus comes to abide. 
Joseph desiring a divorce, is warned of God. Matt. i. 19. 

57. Now ElUtabetVi full time came that she should he delivered; and she brought 
forth a son. 

Elizabeth. Luke i. 5. Nature's laws suspended at will by the Lord. 
Full time. Promises of love, or threatening of vengeance, tarry not. 
Pious mothers, blessings to the entire Church of God. 



"Son," Chordi of Alexandria, at first celebrated John's birthday April 28; this 
settled, Christ \7as bom in November, eix months after. Chdstmas was an after thooght 
of Jahas, prelate of Borne, a. d. 852, to correspond vnth the Saturnalia. 



58. And her neighbours and her eotisins heard luyw the Lord had shewed great mercy 
vpon her; and they rejoiced with her. 

Cousins. Gr. Any kindred near or remote. 

Mercy. Zacharias* priestly family built up a child's greatness. 

Kejoiced. Sympathy costs little, but is like oH to wheels. 

A pin in the tabernacle, not to be left in the wilderness. 

Jews in sympathy, witness a stupendous miracle by Jesus. John xi. 45. 

Naomi's friends blessed the Lord at Obed's birth. Buth iv. 14. 

59. And it came to peas, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child ; and 
they cdUed him Zaeharias, after the name of his father. 

Eighth. The day enjoined, even if it was Sabbath. Ex. xii. 44. 

Jo. vii. 22. 
Circumcise. Neither the place, nor the performer appointed. 
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This seems to haye been done at Zacharias' house. 

Sanctified from birth, yet must the law be honored. Matt. iii. 15. 

A seal of Abraham's faith, before circumcised. Bom. iv. 11. 

John, the first preacher of a righteousness without circumcision. 

A rite, not sacrament — Tree in Paradise. 

The RaiiiboWf Baptism, Seals of various covenants. 

Visible symbols, of iavisible blessings, as water, a symbol of purity. 

Bite performed at home, sometimes in synagogue. 

The uncircumcised Hebrew, was to be cut off. Gen. zvii. 14. 

God's ordinances are neglected at a fearful peril. Ex. iv. 24. 

This and Sacrifice traceable to a divine origin. 

" Uncircumcised," a term of reproach and infamy. Jer. ix. 26. 

Sign of social degradation, and treason towards Jehovah. Acts vii. 51« 

Jews thought it infidelity to Moses, and reprobation, to eternity. 

Egyptians and other heathen, borrowed it from the Jews. 

Baptism taking place of circumcision, enlarged to both sexes. 

Called. Abraham and Sarah's names changed at this rite. Gen. 

xvii. 5. 10. 
Athenians named thoir children on the 10th day. 
Girls named by Jews when weaned. Eoman girls 8th, boys 9th day. 
Jews seldom named them after parents, as Christians do. 
Greeks and Romans named theirs after ancestors. 
Heathen converts baptized, had their names changed. 
* Christening' at baptism, a relict of Home's superstitions. 
Indenturing our children to God in baptism, a Christian's privilege. 
The church always enjoyed Seals of the Divine Covenants. 
Not the toant of, but the contempt of ordinances, destroys souls. 
John. His history and character. Luke i. 18. See Notes. 
No son in the 0. T. is called after his father. 
This is the first iastance proposed in the N. T. Zacharias. Luke i. 5. 



irtpirt* Or. and Lat., Circtunciso, cut around. Its diyine origin contested by 
infidels. Herodotas no anthority -when opposed to Bevelation. Herodotus makes 
Egyptians or Phrygians the first inhabitants of the earth. Ishmaelites took this rite 
-with them, and jErom them it spread to other peoples. The scriptores ever called all- 
heathen, the uncireumeised. Sacrifice and ciromncision, from their very nature^ could 
have no human origin^ Lewes, Heb, Ant, vol. ii. p. 448. Cut ojf, implied pnt to death by 
the magistrate, Ex. xiii. 14, Poole ; childless, Jarchi ; excommunicated, JUaimonides ; 
an -untimely death, as Sabbath breakers -vrero put to death, Ex. xzd. 14, called cutting 
off, so here also. Itsn^lect nearly cost Moses his life, Ex. iv. 24. Enodi also preached, 
(7ude 14,) a righteonsnesB withovi cireumoLsion, L, H, Van Doren, " Called," Gr., \revt 
MDiog. . Mother xetosed th« name, Trench, 

D 2 
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0Ol Jmd kU miotJur aMtwtred and Maid, Not so; bmt he tkaU be eaUed Joknu 

CL And tkejf said unto her, there i* none of tk§ kittdred that it eoUed by ikU naiM. 

63. And tkey wuide eigne to hie father, how he vomid have him caBed, 

Mother. The father was as yet dmnb. 

She had learned God's will by the angel's message. Luke L 13. 
SindrecL The church too often follows the cnstoms of earth. 
Signs. He seems to have been both deaf and dumb, 

63. And he asked/or a writing table, and wrote, aaifing, Sie nawte ie John, Jmd 
the^f wuarveUed aU. 

Writi2ig. Materials : Lead, eopper, bark of ash, maple. 

Elm, also linen, brick, stone, iyory, wax, leayes of palm. 

Skins, papyms — Whence paper, gold plates. 

Paper invented A.D. 769, by Arabians, wax used 400 years since. i 

A reed, iron style, or a diamond pen used. Jer. xvii. 1. | 

Written parchment rolled, hence volume, teroU. Is. xxxiv. 4. 

Ink, of lamp black, coal, of ivoiy, and Tarions gams. 

Table. Gr. Small tablet : corresponding to our slates. 

Tablet of wax, or board painted white, was used. 

John. In obedience to the command of the angel. Verse IS. 

Marvelled. Nine months dumbness, not lost on him. 

He obeys the Divine command in the face of wondering relatiTes. 

Sanctified afflictions, are spiritual promotions. 

Wondered at both parents agreeing to so strange a thing. 



** Wrote, Maying" in these words, a Hebnism. Elis. learnt tho8 God'b wHZ, 
OoMterzee. Bevealed to her, Bengel, Meger, MarveOed, that altbooi^ dec^, he ihoiili 
perfectly ooindde with hia wife, Alford, 



64. And hie mouth wot opened iwmediateJg, and M« tongue loosed, oimI he epdke, and 
frateed God, 

Opened. His speech miraculously taken, is now restored. 
With the chains of unbelief, fell those of dumbness. 
The rod had humbled his heart, and cured his unbelief. 
This doxology instead of oomidaining, proves repentance. 
The angel's prophecy fulfilled to the letter. 
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Speech, a divine gift, seldom valued, oft debased. Matt. xii. 37. 
But words will be witnesses, for or against ns, at the bar of God. 
Sin binds the tongue of Gk>d's ministers and prophets. Ezek. iii. 24. 
Faith opens the heart, the hands, the month. Bomans x. 10. 
Spake. God makes the speaker dunib, and the dunib speak. 
Prcused. One long silent, should praise God with a full heart. 
Silence of unbelief, exchanged for a song of praise. 



" Opened.** Foroe, of emotion, Kainoel. Breaking Tolnntftry silenoe, Pauiua, 
IGnenloQB, Oottenee, Befers to month and tongne. Homer alao thnt deseribes fhoM 
eating bread and -wine. A Hebraism, Light/oot. The ineident, a ehanning little inTUi- 
tiom of a Ghilstian, of the Jndaizing school, writes the soeptioal Sehleiermaeher, 



65. And fear came on aU that dwelt round (ibout them: and all these tayingi were 
noised al)road throughout all the hill country of Judea, 

Fear. Mysterious events awaken fears in the heart. Dan. y. 6. 

Miracles suspended for ages, again arouse the mind. 

God honors the humble dwellers in Judea's hiUs. 

Leaves those of Jerusalem, quiet in their delusions. 

Events are transpiring, soon to involve the interests of the world. 

Judea. Geography. Luke i. 5. See Notes. 



"Fear.** Writer's anticipation of history, De Wette. Strange foots abont John's , 
birth, Ooaterzee. Ifingled with awe, Bloomfield, Admiration, Kuinocl. The matter 
saTOored of the divine, Yen. Oer. 



66. And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts^ taying^ What mannw 
of child Mhall thie be I And the hand of tlie Lord was with him. 

Laid. A treacherous memory forgot them, long before John began 

to preach. 
IflCazmer. Question put by the friends, concerning the child* 
Prognostics concerning children, flatter parental vanity. 
A deep cloud rests on the future of our children. 
Li mercy to parents and friends, that veil is not lifted. 
Hand &c. Luke i. 51. Benewing his strength as Christ's forerunner. 
Ko patron like the Lord— He is better than a 1000 Herods. Latter 

caress dogs to day, and behead saints to morrow. . Jer. xvii. 5. 
Lord. Luke i. 11. Critical notes. 
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Kal ydp preferred, Laehmanrif Tisehendorfj Oostersee, &po, refers back to the 
dreamstonoes vrhioh hftye happened. *' What then shaQ," Ac., see ohap. viiL 25. KOi 
ydp X^'P* ^M ft romark inserted by the ETang. himseU, A\ford. 



67. And hUfctther ZMhariaa was JUled with tho Holy Gho»tt arid prophesied, saying. 

Filled. God fozgare bis sin, and inspired his heart. 

Holy Ghost. Luke i. 15. We are spiritually dumb, until God opens 

ottr month. 
Prophesied. 1, foreteU fntnre events, 2, preach the gospel. 
He forgets family splendors, in the Redeemer's glories. 



vposipyr. 1, foretelling ; S, X^P^^f imparted to primitiTB Christians ; 8, acting u 
Ood'B ambassadors. Ordinary Eeb. word for prophet is nabi, team terb fldbd ** tobabUa 
forth." Tyro other Heb. words, R&eh, Chdzeh, meaning one who ssei. Sept. trans- 
lates ncij^i by rrpo^iiriiff, Jn Gasslcal Greek this word means one who speaks for 
another, specially one who speaks for a god, and interprets his will to man. 8mith*s 
I>ict. Prophet. fiavTii, predictions of heathen oracles, Obhausen, Celebrating God's 
praise, BosenmuUer. Committed to writing later, Kuinoel. 



68. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he ha^ visited and redeemed his people. 

Blessed. Lnke i. 28. God must of necessity be eternally blessed. 

What an everlasting mystery and wonder of love ! 

God's entering and shrouding Himself in a honse of clay. 

God. Luke i. 6. See Notes. 

Israel. Chosen type of all the elect. Bomans viii. 83. 

Visited. God had apparently forgotten a rebellious people. 

One visit recorded Ex. iii. 2, another Jud. vi. 11, Buth i. 6. 

Church often waits long for a merciful visitation. 

At His coming, 'Judaism had lost all its glories. 

Kedeemed. Gr., pay the price of the freedom of a slave. Lev. ixv. 51. 

Men were enslaved. Christ gives his blood to redeem. 

By a jpnce, from God's justice ; by His power, from Satan's bondage. 
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'* Redemption of the soul is precions, it ceaseth for ever.'* Psa. xlix. 8«'> 
It contains the germ of the idea of preciousnets, 1 Peter i. 18, 19. 
Vicarious sacrifice^ the key note of all the Apostles* teachings. 
Man's salvation, counted finUhed^ because fact is announced. 
Zacharias says nothing of his relationship to the child. 
He lost sight of self, in the glory of the unborn Ghiist. 



\vTp(a<nv, 1, equivalent for life taken; 2, price of a slave ; 8, propitiation for life, 
Fx-ov. xiii. 8 ; 4, vicarious sacrifice, Matt. xx. 28, endorsed by onr Lord, OUhaM»en, 
Bishop cA Nola sold himself in Algexine slaveiy, to redeem some of his flock taken 
captive, Alezatider, 



69. And hath raised vp a horn oftalvationfar tu in the hotue of hia servant David. 

A Horn. Emblem 1, of Victory, Ps. xviii. 2 ; 2, of Power, Ps. cxzxii. 17 ; 
3, of Glory, 1 Sam. ii. 1 ; 4, of Strength, Mic. iv. 13 ; 5. Safety, 
1 Kings ii. 28 ; 6. Plenty, Isa. v. 1 ; 7. Honor, Job xvi. 15 ; 8. King- 
dom, Dan. vii. 8. Wicked slain, Jar. xlviii. 25. 

Druse females, wear silver horns as tokens of victories. 

Horns on the altars, grasped by criminals eecaping. 

Ancient conquerois fastened steel horns to their shields, returning in 
triumph. 

" Lift not up your horn on high," &c. Ps. Ixsr. 5. 

David. Proving Mary to be of his royal line. 

Luke i. 32. David's triumphs foreshadow Christ's. 

Christ's glories, unearthly ; kings covet them not. 



"Horn." Alexander's colas have horns, Becker's Char. Bacchus comntns, 
Euripides. Bojalty, Euthymius. Emblem of strength, Eicald. Of victory, BosenmuUer, 
Abimdance and kingly vigor, Bengel, Metaphor from homed beasts, Alford, 



70. Am he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world 
hegsm. 

Spake. Probable reference to the promise. Gen. iii. 15. 
Uoutli. One key note. Divine harmony among many witnesses. 
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Holy. God being holy, can inspire even unholy men. Nmn. ran. 5. 

Prophets. Inspired of God to reveal secrets of heaven to man. Lk. i. S. 

O.T. prophets expounded Bcriptures. Galled to repentance. 

Aided priests, Levites, and kings in teaching religion. 

Humble, faithful, fearlesfi, self-denying, holy men. 

Slain as witnesses for the truth, taken from the herd and the plough. 

Schools of the prophets at Gibeah, Naioth, Bethel, Gilgal, Jericho. 



iXdK, Zach. begins nrheie Mary left off, BengeU o.rc ai£ivoi:i time befora 
Christ, Lange, Daring the Messiah, Hammond. Future, Le Clere. From the earliest 
period, Metyor, Prophets from the begimiizig, BengeL 



71. That we should he saved from our enemies^ and from the hands of all that hate Ms. 

Saved. He laid help on One mighty to save. Ps. Ixi^x. 19. 
First type from Egypt. Ps. cvi. 10 ; second from Saul, Ps. xviii. 18. 
Enemies. Bomans the most dreaded, but to be least feared. 
Evil spirits — sin and death — ^wicked men. Matt. x. 17. 
Our most dangerous foes are within our breasts. Jer. xvii. 9. 
Principles, maxims, customs, fashions of earth. 
Christians were hated and persecuted simply for the name. 



" Saved," the means of solvation, CampbeU, fiiffo^v* Proofs of Christians being 
liat^cl for their naniej Luke vi. 22— see Notes. Old Test, langnage in describing spixitoal 
blessings, BcrujeU 



72. To perform the mercy promised to ou/r fatliere^ and to remember hie holy covenant, 
78. The oath which lie swore to our father Abraham, 

IflCercy. Luke i. 50. Bestoration to God's favor. 

Mercy here refers to the gift of the Messiah. 

Promised. 1. Purpose of redemption. 2. Nature of the service. 

8. Its freedom. 4. Fearlessness. 6. Its duration. 

" There hath not failed one word of all his good,** &c. 1 Kings viii. 50. 

Kemember. God's faithfulness. 1. In His Holy Providence. 
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2. In His Word, pronuses and threatenings. Nam. xxiii. 19. Jer. iy. 28L 

8. In the last Judgment, all proofs will be centred there. 

Crovenant. "I will be a God to thee/* all that he needed. Gen. xvii. 1* 

*'Then will I remember my covenant.'* Ley. xxyi. 42. 

God only geems to forget. Isa. zl. 27-81., Isa. xlix. 15. 

As God's Covenant with day and night cannot be broken, neither can 

His Covenant with His people. Jer. xxxiii. 20-5. 
Covenant of mercy, only hope of children of wrath. Eph. ii. 8. 
Oath.. He conld swear by no greater, He swore by Himself. Heb. vL 13. 
Embracing all revealed to the 0. T. saints and prophets. 
Something inviolable, now first fulfilled. 
Bonds loosed by grace, only bind saints more firmly to God. 
Chains fell from the slave entering the house of a pa^an priest. 
How much more entering the service of Heaven's High Priest. 
Abraham. Life and history. Luke i. 55. See Notes. 
This Patriarch living, dying and glorified, ever in God's eye. 
Promises to Abraham, extend to saints to the end of time. 



Oia^TiKtjffj a will ; a covenant ; the new covenant sealed with Christ's blood. Gospel 
dispensation, Gal. iv. 24, Campbell, Used also for the Writings of the Old Covenant. 
SCdr.iii. 14. Ed. 



74. That he would grant unto im, that we, being delivered out of the hand of om 
enemies, might serve him without fear. 

Grant. Patriarchs fed on promises, and walked by faith. 

Christ's Life, Death and Kesurrection, were mysteries to them. 

His name a seal on every promise, although they never saw it. Heb. xi. 13. 

Delivered. Prophets thus painted the Messiah's golden reign. 

"Oh Lord 1 thou hast loosed my bonds." Ps. cxvi. 18. 

Snemies. All destroyed, peace and piety would be restored. 

Fear. Luke i. 12. Christ's yoke remains, but His obedience makes 

it easy. 
Slavish fear ceases, cords, are bands of love, now. Hos. xi. 4. 
Spirit by adoption, is not that of law, or bondage. Bom. viii. 15. 
Legal restraints and rites have vanished, holiness remains. 
Fear arises in all, conscious of guilt unpardoned. 
Such was Felix ; bat he held fast to his iniquity. Acts xxiv. 25. 
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" God giyes a epirit not of fear, but of love." 2 Tim. i. 7. 

Charge of sceptics, of a mercenary spirit as a Bible motiYe, disproved. 



** Delivenmee,** of the Ghnreh, under Constaiitiiie, from spiritaa] foes, £« Clere; 
EUley; from Antiochns Epi^lumes, in part, Alford, Xarpvciv, prim&rily, forhiie* 
Heathenish wozdB are thoa lifted from sense, and spiritoalized. It proves Zacharias did 
not refer oiUyj to the theocratic greatness of the Messiah, Stier, yfJ.u>Vf ** otir,** omitted 
^ Tiseh.j and Al/ard. 



76. In hoUnets and righteoumeas before Mm, all the days of our life. 

Holiness. Duties to God, as 1. Creator. 2. Bedeemer. 3. Sanctifier. 
"Thy commands are exceeding broad." Ps. cxix. 96. 
Righteousness. Duties to man. The Golden rale. Luke vi. 81. 
Before Him. With the Searcher of hearts, fair exterior avails not. 
John aronsed the sense of wantt Chnst provides the righteousness. 



ri}(7 Z*^7J<Tt cancelled, Priestbaekf Lachman, Bighteousness implies confoxzoiiy to 
Isnr ; Iwlrness^ to nature. Bengel. 



76. And ihottj ehildy shaU be called the prophet of the Highest; for thou shaU go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways. 

Child. Gr. Little child. Luke i. 54. Not " thou my son." 

Zacharias speaks as a prophet, not as a parent. 

All the gloiy of the son, lost, in the greater glory of the Messiah. 

Prophet. Luke i. 70. Nature and history of the office. See Notes. 

Highest. Applied to none but the Supreme God. 

••He therefore is God over all, blessed for evermore." Bom. ix, 6. 

Mighty God. Isa. ix. 6. Great God. Titus ii. 13. 

John attended Jesus, as Aaron did Moses. 

Supremacy of Jehovah admitted by Cijrus, Ezra. i. 28. Tainai, Ez. 6, 8. 

By Darius, Ez. vi. 9-10. Artaxerxes, Ez. vii. 21. Nebuchadnezzar , 

Dan. iv. 34-35. 
Augustus, Josephus Lib. 16 Ch. 10. Tiberius, Philo. p. 785. 
Before. Such a messenger, hints at majesty of the Lord. 
"Behold, I send my messenger and he Shall &c." Mai. iii. 1. 
The face of. Used 16 times in the N. T. always of Royalty » 
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The Bedeemer, like other kings had forenumers. 

Prepare. Luke iii. 4-5. The Spirit used Jol;n as instnunent in 
removing obstacles. 



"Sighe$t." 1, Highest Heayen ; 3, Most High, as dwelling fheie { 8, SOghest 8owm 
of all good, £oMfMon. See Psahns 18, 18, 87, 5. Luke vi. 86. 



77. To give TenowUdge oftalvation unto hi$ ]aeo^ by tlie remission of their Hn», 

Knowledge : ever finds an antagonist in sin. 

Sin the cansd and curse of all ignorance in fallen man. 

Ignorance, not, " the Mother of devotion" as claimed by Borne. 

Borne, pagan, under 10 Emperors, bnmed Bibles and saints. 

Borne, ps^al, under Popes, burned Bibles and saints also. 

Enemies of truth love darkness more than light. Jo. iii. 19. 

Christianity ever the friend of light and truth. 

Bevealed truth fears no results, or researches of science. 

Colleges mainly founded by Christian divines. 

Remission. Or. Leaving. Letting go unpunished. 

Sins. Gr. Missing the mark. Christianity elevated the term. 

1. Original sin, or the natural enmity of the heart to God. Bom. viii. 7. 

2. Actual sin. 3. Omission. 4. Infirmity. 5. FresumptuoufinesB. 
6. Unpardonable sin. Luke xii. 10. Patterson. 



"Knowledge." Hainan Govenunents often a foe to science. Italy, Austria, Spain 
and Bussia, nntil lately, forbade the Bible, 1831. Archbishop Hughes refused the Bible 
Society of New York to dfcnlate among Bomanists the Douay Testament^ although 
bearing his own sanction. There was too much light even in that mistranslated book- of 
Truth, for those lovers of darkness. afAapTidv. Greeks and Bomans had no word, nor 
even the idea of sin; an error was aU they could charge against themselves, Herodotus, 
Thueydides, Plato. 



78. Through the tender mercy of owr God; whereby the day spring from on high hath 
visited us, 

IflCercy. Luke i. 50. Undeserved favor. 

Jesus, The Sin Destroyer, the manifestation of God's mercy. 
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Day Spring. Jesus, "Son of righteousness," Mai. iv. 2. "Day star** 

2 Peter i. 19. 
•* Morning star" Bey. xxii. 16. *'Light of the world.*' Jo. viii. 12. 
Mankind had groped long in darkness. 1 Cor. i. 20, 21. 
John, the morning star, about to fade before the rising Sun. Jo. iii. 30. 
Levitical economy had partially reUeyed the gloom. 
Human wisdom had exhausted all plans for restoring man. 
The Scriptures reveal our chains , and ourselves **pris(mer8 of hope J** 2ee. 
On High.. Sun light lingers longest on the mountain tops. [iz. 12. 
The Gospel, a supernatural descent of Qodfrom heaven to earth. 



avXayxva, vitals, heart, bowels: hence heartlesa, unmereiful. We feel an 
oppxesBiye pain, nnable to relieve misezy, CoL iii. 12 ; and gratify, kXiovfff Bloomfield, 
Avarokffy nsed, 1, four times for a "branch," in 0. T. ; 2, east; 8, son zising^ 
Lightfootf WeUtein. Day Sprfaig, QrotitUy Campbellj Kuinoel, Son of righteonsnesi^ 
Christ, Calvifiy De Wette, OUhauien, Brown, Lig^t, Alford, Befers to John, Mayor, 
Home, Ut valesceret oriens. Tacitm, qaoting the Sybilline Leaves : similar prodigies 
are noted, Virgil^ Eclogues. 



79. To give light to them thai iit in darkness and in tJu shadow of death, to gvide owr 
feet into the way of peace. 

Light. God is Light. 1. Jo. i. 6. Light reveals all things. Ps. zzxvi. 9. 
Its own evidence. Ps. cxix. 105. It uncovers wiles of Satan. Eph. 
"ThyM^ordalamp." Ps. cxix. 130. A guide, 2 Tim. iii. 16. [v. 18. 

A quickening light. Jo. viii. 12. Cheering light, Ps. iv. 6. Satisfies, 

John xi. 9. 
Darkness. " The world by wisdom knew not God,*' (nor cared to know.) 
Darkness covered the world at Christ's coming. [1 Cor. i. 21. 

No command to the Jews for 4000 years, to evangelize the nations. 
The slow movements of Providence in regenerating the world. 
•*Cease Philip, in trying to govern the world." Luther to Melancthon. 
Shadow of death. Mountains of sin obscuring the light of Truth. 
Heathens helplessly resting, amid this terrible gloom. 
The heart of darkness, the chosen home of the sinner. 
Heathenism, like a damp cavern, chills the soul. 
Pagans are the saddest of all men, seldom smiling. 
Peace. All rest out of Christ, a mockery of repose. 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." Isa. xlviii. 22. 



4( 
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"I idll have peace, adding dninkennesB, &c" Dent. xxix. 19. 
Guide. ChriBt, the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 1 Petor ii. 25. 

80. And the child grew^ amd wuted strong in spirit, and was in the deserts titt the day 
of his shewing unto XaraeU 

Grew. Evidence of our Lord's proper hnmanity. Compare Lnke ii. -40. 

Spirit. Wiser and stronger in spiritual life. 

Deserts. 2 Mnds. 1. Vast labyrinths of rocky hillocks, 30 feet high. 

Intervals covered -with flinty pebbles of granite. 

Not a blade of grass, or shrub, or any sign of life. 

Camels passing over them 1000 years, leave no vestige. 

Hapless pilgrims wandering from the caravan, or sound of voices, without 

the magnet in great danger of being lost. 
500 Pilgrims from Persia to Damascus, lately perished 
Water is found everywhere, a few feet beneath the surface. 
But is far more briny, than the ocean. 
2. Waves of shifting sand, of exceedingly minute particles. 
Betirement often useful for public service. 
Moses in Midian. Elijah in the Desert. John the Bap. 
Our Lord at Nazareth. Paul in Arabia. John in Patmos. 
Luther, Zuinglius, &o. Bunyan in Bedford Prison. 
Day of his shewing. At 80 years of age he began to preaoh, 

Luke iii. 23. 



"In spirit," strozigth of mind, Campbell, Wakefield. *^ Deserts,* hill ooimtzy, 
Lightfoot. Engedi, Lange. " TiU:' At SO, Mayor, To aroid Babbinioal perrersioiu, 
CHUmore. To avoid suspicion of ooUosion with Christ, Basnage. No connection with 
I!sse7ies,Alford. From infancy, Chrysostom. After educated in the law, Paulinus, Orotiue, 
ava^ci^CftiCfO'Caizist as divine, Wetstein. A dous presens, £Zooni^«Id. Appointment 
M pnaoher, Wakefield, In fall oifflce, BengeL Opening of hia official life, Alford. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1« And.it came to pass in those day»t that there tDent out a Aeereefrom Cmear Attfftatmt, 
tJuU aU tJte world should he taxed* 

Those days. General reference to the birth of John. 

'* The fulness of time," the centre of the world's history. Gal. iv. 4. 

The most brilliant period of all Beyelation. 

1. Divine Power in the Incarnation. 2. Wisdom in the time, place and 

circumstances. 8. Faithfulness. 4. Holiness, hiding His wonders 

from unbelieyers. 5. Love. Jo. iii. 16. 
Decree, of a heathen emperor, unconsciously fulfils prophecy. G^n. 
Caosar. Second of the twelve Caesars, nephew to Julius. [xlix. 10. 

Sepubhc lasted 478 years, till Augustus, 81 B.C. 
Aug^ustus. Son of Octavius and Atia ; licentious and treacherous. 
Superstitious, oft borne to the temples before day, for prayer. 
Generous, yain, ambitious, warlike, another Louis 14. 
Cruel, 300 senators, 200 knights, murdered with his consent. 
Defeated at sea, he dragged Neptune's statue into the sea. 
Daughter Julia by her infamy, embittered his last days. 
His dying words were " Have I not acted well my part ? " 
Beigned 44 years, died aged 78. A long and splendid reign. 
In Augustus, see man's nothingness, amid earthly splendor. 
In Mary, see highest destiny, amid earthly meanness. 
Augustus intends simply to promote the glory of his reign. 
But he only advances prophecies, and the birth of a King, unknown. 
By the web of Providence, a monarchy begins, which will absorb Borne 

and all others. Dan. ii. 44. 
Csesar, unintentionally, a mere official in God's kingdom. 
World. Name assumed by ambition and given by flattery to Home. 
The civilised woiid was then all subject to Eome. 
All the world are now summoned to be enrolled, subjects, of a higlier 

King. 
Taxed. Gr. JRegistered census, basis of taxes and enlisting. 
Every five years as in the U.S. Borne took a census. 



KaltrapoCi adorned icith hair, AugasinB. Magnificent, " World/* Or., inhabited 
world Crete called ** my world/' Otnd. Inhabited by Greeks, ^lian, Jadea, <7rtf<io«a, 
airoypa. JuliAn cavilled at Christ's claims, because bom Cesar's euljectf bat he oolj 
confirms Jacob's prophecy. World, all subject to Borne, Hammond, AU claimed, MtdB, 
7udea, Macknight, 
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« 

S. And fhU taxing waafint made when Ctfrenitu i0<u govemar of Syria. 

Taxing^. First named, 2 Kings xy. 20. Renewed by Bomans at Arch- 

elans's fdil. 
Males from 14, and females 12 years of age to 65, paid 2 draclimas. 
Continaed by Vespasian and Domitian, a)id abolished by Nerva. 
Bnlers and Jews swore allegiance to Herod and Csesar. 
All seems chance, but God thus sets His seal on Christ's descent, 
Pirst made. Begnn now, but finished eight years after. 
Three years ordinarily taken by Borne to furnish census. 
Doomsday book of "Wm. the Conqueror took 6 years. 
Joab was nearly a year taking that of Israel. 
Cyrenius, or Quirinus was Proconsul about 8 or 10 years after Christ's 

birth. 
Sulpicius Quirinus, ancient patrician family of Bome. 
Was honored with a public funeral by the Senate. 
Syria. Heb. Aram. Syria or Tsur (Tyre). Probably the origin of the 

name. Tyre being the first town of Syria known to the Greeks. 

Smith. Diet. 
Subdued by Cyrus 528, b.c. Alexander 352, b.c. Pompey 65 B.C. 
Druses, Maronites, Nestorians : Damascus is the capital. 
Population one million. Buins of Baal-bec and Palmyra. 
Theatre of Greek, Jewish, Parthian, Boman, Saracen, Crusade wars. 



KvpiyViov. The 2nd verse a gloss, VolkneTf Kuinoelf OUhausen, Article omitted, 
Marshf Lachmann. Five taxings imder C^rrenius, Zumpt, Wordsvoorth, Census made 
before C. was mler, Tholuek^ Wieseler, Assessment and census, Ebrard, Priestly 
eensus confounded with Boman, Sehleirmacher. avrrj for avTtj^ discriminating 
"between the decree and the enrolment^ Lange, Oosterzee. TTporrjff for Trpwrj;, i. e. 
previous, Casavlxmy Qreswell. Satumius joined with Cyrenius, Grotiue^ EUle]/- Luke 
alludes to one of two taxings, Prideaux, Enrolment confined at first to Judea, 
BoaenmtiUerf Kuinoel, Begistiy in Herod's time, and the taxing some ten years after, ^ 

CamphelU Begun now, and completed under Cyrenius, 8 or 10 years after, Hale* ^ 

Doddridge, Highly probable that Quirinus or Cyrenius was twice governor of Syria, 
Zwnpt., Alfordy in Xcco. The Geeek text is not the usual elegant style of Luke, Misr^Ti. 



% And all toent to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

Taxed. Angelic announcement of greatness, not earthl'j. 
Enrolment, subjects her to trouble, want and danger, 
Caesar's pride prompted, God's purpose directed the census. 
To locate an infant's birth, 60 millons of persons are enrolled. 
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Church and Stute records prove Him to be David's Son. 

Angustns thinks not of laying the foundations of a lasting empire. 

Thus Darius, Cyrus, Sennacherib, fulfil God*s designs. 

Every one. Borne included men, women, and children at Itome. 

But then this census was made at their dwelling place, not at that of 

their extraction. 
Own city. Pagan laws executed by Jews after Iheir customs. 
Jews dung to the shadow, long after the substance was gone. 
Judea under Boman rule, civil, but under Jewish, ecclesiastical. 
Each family had to be enrolled with its own tribe. 
Ancestral city, that was legally Mary's and Joseph's home. 
If the law were enforced, their inJieritance was there also. 



4. And Joseph aUo toent vpfirom Oalilee, out of the city of Nazareth^ into Judea, unto 
the city of David, which ie called Bethlehem, (because he teas of tlie 7u>iMe and liTieage 
of David.) 

Went up. Travellers from all points ascend, going to Jerusalem. 

Journey a type of our pilgrimage. 1. Dark in the beginning. 

2. Difficult in progress. 3. Glorious in the end. 

A badge of their lost independence. 

A humble carpenter represents the royal house of David. 

Galilee. Lulie i. 26. Nazareth. Luke i. 26. Judea. Luke i. 5. 

David. Luke i. 27. Bethlehem. Heb. House of bread. 

David a Shepherd, Shepherd of Israel was bom there. 

Bethlehem Ephratah, foretold as Christ's birthplace. Micah v. 2. 

Six miles south of Jerusalem, built of white stone. 

Here David was anointed King by Samuel. 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 

Water coveted by David, was poured out to the Lord. 

Bachael buried ; Naomi, Buth and Mary ilwelt here. 

Empress Helena built a church over the grotto, 330 a.d. 

Population 1500 — ferocious, indolent, rapacious beggars. 

House. Materials and form. Luke i. 40. See Notes. 



At this time tho house of David had probably become redaeed to one/amiltfi SengeL 
** Lineage." Mazy had property in Bethlehem, OUhausen. A mere conjeetnzet 
Oosterzee. Joseph tuiTrilling to leave her in Nazareth. "Soeii Latini nomhiM,'' 
ordered to their ovn City, Livy, Book 28. "Bethlehem.** The aetnal spol of tte 
Nativity is entirely lost. The cave now shewn, may, or may not be the place. Urn 
piresent tinselled ornaments, banish all idea ol the stall, where the Infant Bodeemer warn 
laid. 
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6. 2V> (« UuMdwUh Mofif klt«$f&u$edwif0, being great wUk chiUU 

Taxed. Fnlfilling the mark of Nati^ty, set up teven eentuHe$ before. 

Pharaoh mnfit dream, that Joseph may be governor. 

Ahasnenis is wakefal, that Mordecai may save the Jews. 

Belshazzar most dream, that Daniel may prophesy. 

Nazareth was Mazy's home, but not Christ's birthplace. 

Balers decree, bnt ** There be higher than they." Eod. T. 8. 

Sspoused. Betrothed — ^honour put on the marriage state. 

Child. '* TJnto us a child is bom." Isa. ix. 6 

** The stem of Jesse " hewn down, but shooting anew. Zeoh. vi. 19. 



ywaudf etauOMt Lachman, Tiiehendotf, Oo$tene$. Bami oppsiiea xotbI UaM 
intentianaUy, OdMn, With Haiy, Jesna wm alao «DTo!led, JiwMii, Tttiuttkmt 
Okryaottom, 



8. And 10 ilKNU, ilkatf wMU fhtg wirt there, the de^t were ace<mpU$hed that ike skonUt 
le delivered. 

7. And ike brought fortk her Jlntbom ion, and wrapped him in iwaddUng elotke»i 
and laid him in a mangers beeatue there wm no room for them in the inn. 

There. Galled by angels, ** City of David," seat of his royalty. 
AccoznpliBhed. Ctod's time up ; a deluge flows ; a sceptre departs, or 

Shiloh comes. 
Brought forth. Ambition, curiosity, or ayarice had devised the taxing. 
But Augustus unconsciously miuisters to the Divine decree. 
Yet follows the unfettered dictates of his own heart. 
Christ's birth, a hiding of His glory, teaches us humility* 
On a journey, teaches we are all pilgrims on earth. 
Stable, teaches self-denial, and puts a stain on earthly pride. . 
The day or month of the nativity utterly unknown. 
The precise year is believed to be 4 years before aj>. 1. 
Eirstbom. Privileges of birthright. 1. Special consecration to God. 

2. Authority over the others. 8. Priesthood. 4. Double inheritance. 

5. Father's dying blessing. ** Christ, firstborn among many 

brethren.''* 
Mary and Joseph's other mru are named. Matt. xiii. 55. Luke viii. 20« 
Son. Jesus bom in the fullness of time. GfJ. iv. 4. 
*< The Sceptre shall not depart," &o. Oen. zliz. 10. "Desire of all.'* 

Hag. di. 7. 
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** Messenger ehaU saddenly come." Mai. .iii. 1. <* Seventy weeks.** 
The temple of Janns was shut 12 years for the fifth time. [Dan. iz. 24. 
Momurch, nniversally expected, SuetonitUj Tacitus, Josepkut. 
Swaddling^ bands. With which Hebrews closely botmd infants. 
Used to prevent distortion of limbs by weakness. 
Foundation stone of a new heayen and a new earth. 1. School of deep 

hnmility. 2, of steadfast faith. 8, of mrn^uigmng love. 4, of 

joyful hope. 
•Jesus has contecraied all the hard places where His people mnst lie. 
IKaikger* Heb. trough. Having no hay, mangers not found in the East. 
God and Man, Heayen and Earth, Old and New Covenants meet. 
Hanger. 1. Scene of God's glory. 2. Sanctmuy of Christ's honor* 
The precise spot of the Nativity is now unknown. 
Stupendous contrasts oft occur in the life of the Bedeemer. 
Vo room. Not a sign of poverty, but of necessity. 
Oriental pilgrims still place infants in as rude quarters. 
The world never has room for Christ or His followers. 
We should sigh, if the same world rejecting Jesus, should receive us. 
Tet He rejects none. In His heart there is roonx for all ! Luke joy. 22. 
Xnn. Gr., urUoonng. A place where travellers lay aside their burdens. 
Blessings of ransomed millions iJirough eternity rest on that child's 
The tinsel of Earth's greatness, fades before the Son of Gt)d. [head. 

Simple record of the wonders of God's empire, without one comment. 



Irfcc, painless birth, (a saperstitian of Borne,) Boituet, irpwr&r, ordhuoi^ 
implies, pftTents had other children ; thus Matt. zUL 56 distinctly teaches. A P^itl 
dogma teaches her perpetual virginity. Eren AugvuUnB -was deoeiTed. Lnke TiiL U^ 
"swaddling,** nsed to prerexit distortion of limbs through weakness, Swripida, 
^arvri, llardonitis the Persian carried a manger of bra$9 with him, Herodotus. 
1«odg!ng place, Wetttein, KuinoeU Boof with open sides, B2oo«^M. Modem kafans 
liate walls, but no xoof. Heli resided here, LigMfoot. A manger, CampheU, Magor, 
A eKn,—JutHn Martyr ^ bom 100 years after, within 40 miles (rf the spot, EUieott, 
OUhtttuen, Feeding trough, Owen. Was Christ bom on 26th December? Borne 
SDSwers, Tes. March, Boehart. October, SeetUger. 16th September, LigJU/oot. April 
fth, QreiwelL Al/ord, Antnmn, Robifuon. 16th August, Lardner. September, 
Jfeweomhe, May 20, W. d W» Clem, Alex, 200 a. d., writes, that the time was unknown 
then. Maximta of Turin, 600 a. d^ nneerthin. Bishop of E^^esia, 600 A. b^ first 
olwetred in time of {7hf|r«o«tom, 886 a. d. Lately established, Qregory of Kytea^ 888 a: d. 
Urtt fixed in the west, December 6th— 862 a. d., by JuliuM J, Bishop of Borne. The 
period ol the Satumalioj Bruma, Solstitial Festiral ohazmed Christians from the 
Church, Faustus, Mingling Pagan and Christian festivals wonld purity the former, 
'Peter Chryaologus, Keander, vol ilL, page 41&421. 400 a. d., Christmas not eelebnted 
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tj the ChrUHan Chureh^ AuguiUne, As the day, so is the ezaet year of Christ's'blifii 
mknown; 41 of AngcutoB, Trmneui; 4^ TertolUan; 82,Epipihaniiu; year of Borne 747t 
Hardium; 748, CapettuSf Kepler; 74B| PetoiriM, Uaher^ Bengel; 750, OotUme^ 
Wie$eler; 751, Baroniui, Scaliger; 785, IHonitiuM. Xxigitu. Some Sfdd 8,ottiez8 4| 
others more, KuinoeU iraroX. Guest chambet, Wakefield. House allotted to 
Btrangers, CampheU. Beception room, Lange, Iiociglng house, Ooeteraee, Hostelry, 
Tynddle, In diversorio, Vvlgaie, 



8. And there were in the tame eowntry $k^herd» abiding in the fields he^ng wotok 
over their fiock by nighi. 

Country. Begions of Bethlehem. 

Shepherds. Fatriarohs by digging a well, claimed paBtnre right. 

In Bible histoiy God has singularly honored toil. 

While Moses watched the -flock, Angel of the ooyenant came. 

David was anointed, and Jacob blest, tending flock. 

Jesns Himself the ** Good Shepherd." Jo. x. 14, Fsa. xxiii, Isa. zL 11. 

God sanctions honest toil, by giving the shepherds the first tidings. 

Abiding. In tents or towers. Gen. xxv. 21. 

They were responsible for lost sheep, — exposed to wild beasts. 

Watch. Lnke. xii. 88. This hmnble unknown circle, known to Gk>d's 

Under shepherds vigilant, receive divine visits of mercy. [angels. 

Lord begins to shew where Sovereign mercy selects. 

Frond sensual dwellers at Jerusalem, passed by. 

Flock. The wealth and comfort of Orientals, greatly in floeks. 

Nightv God visited Abraham, Gen. 15. Jacob, Gen. zvi. 2, by night. 

Like Simeon and Nathaniel, they may have looked for the Messiah. 



** Sh^herdt,** Tradition glTSs the names of four. PhUo, Andretot, 



9. And, lo, the angel qf the Lord eame upon them, and the glory of the Lord fkond 
rotmd about them ; and they were eore afraid. 

Angel. Luke i. 11. Christ's humiliation ever joined with Bivme honor. 

TTifl birth announced. His birthsong sung by angel choir. 

In His presentation, Simeon prophesies — ^Baptism, heiftven opens. 

In the garden, an angel aids Him — ascending, angels honor Him. 

For 4000 years the Church had been looking for the Shiloh. 

Kow, the august proclamation has a worthy herald. 

B 3 
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Upon them. Gt. poised above ; idea of imexpected appeanmoe. 

Angel, visits not the manger, bnt the field. 

ffiiewB the hidden greatness of the Lord's coming. 

The three embassies of Qod. 3. His Son to redeem. 2. The Angels to 

annomice. 8. Men to adore Him. 
Glory. " On wheels of light, on wings of flame. 

The glorious host of Zion came.*' 
' Half the world seemed iBmnined by one angel. Bev. xviii. 1. 
Moses* face by communion with God, caught the lustre. Ex. sxxiy. 28« 
1. Majesty. 2. Wisdom. 8. Love. 4. Holiness. 
1. Hearers. 2. Preachers. 8. Key note. 4. Summoning. 5. The Sign. 
Shone. Light, that by which God, reyeals Himself. Luke. xii. 49. 
Light in the darkness. 1, of Sin. 2, of Ignorance. 8, of affliotum. 

4, of Death. 
Mid-day darkened at the Bedeemer*s death. 
Midnight illumined into day, at His birth. 

Afraid. Chr., exceedingly terrified. Supernatural objects. Luke t. 8* 
Adam. Gen. iii. 8. IsraeL Ex. xx. 19, dreaded the DiYine Being. 
Ancients thought death followed these yisions. Judges, xiix. 22. 

Exodus xxxiii. 20. 



** Angel of the Lord." Eebroism for splendid angeL Oedaarof the Loud— NoUa 
Cedar. o6Ca, Shechinah, Toioruend, Miracle of light, CampbeU. ** Afraid.** BenOe 
«tniok dead by the effolgence of Jove, Ovid 8. Batara's lavs punished one for seeing 
inunoirtal gods, CaUimaehm. 



10. And the angel $aid unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I bring you good Udings of 
great Joy, which $haU be to ail people, 

Fear not. Saints need not fear friends, much less foes* 

Conscious guilt Alls the wicked with constant dread. Ezk. xxL ?• 

Behold. If angels wonder, man surely should regard. 

Bring you. Each fallen creature feels the loss of peace. 

CK>od tidings. Gr. gospel, first proclaimed by angels. 

Final coming will be announced by an archangel. 

Great joy, is often, 1. Secret; 2. Silent; 8. Childlike; 4. ModMt; 

5. Elevated. 
Christ the only source of rational joy, among fallen men. 
All, whose hearts were open to receiye the Saviour. 



CHAP, n.] ON ST. LUKE. 68 

Ko joy to Herod, etxnaoM and cniel— to FhaziBeeB, proud and coTetona. 
To earth's down-trodden xnillions, the news was welcome. Markzii. 87. 

11. For «Mito ifou it bom tMt day in tk§ eitif of David a Baviow, wMeh if Christ the 
Lord. 

Unto you. L A SaTionr is horn ; 2. A Saviawr is bom ; 3. A SaTionr is 

hom unto you; 4. To-day, 
The Shepherds were Jews. ** He came mito His own." John L 11. 
This day. Gk)d's set time was come, though hope was weary. Isa. iz. 6. 
City of David. For long ages, God eyed this chosen spot. Jer. zziii. 6. 
1. Son of David, xegal birth ; 2. Saviour, sovereign goodness ; 
8. Christy fulness of the Spirit ; 4. Lord, Divine and Prophetic. 
Christ. Gr. anointed. Messiah. Heb. The 0. T. foretold. 
Him, as God and man ; Exalted and debased; Master and servant ; 
Priest and victim ; Prince and subject ; Victor though dying. 
Bich and poor ; King — ^yet a man of sorrows and infirmities. 
He allowed not demons to proclaim His office. I^uke iv. 41. 
Name '* Christ," occurs 514 times in the N. T. 



Vfiiv—ffiXVt Bodleian, The aaogelB, their Bpiiita; and redeemed ones, Kvinoel, 
** Chritt (he Lord," Magnifioent ftppellatiozx, BengeLThBae words meet only here, Afford, 
KVpiotr only appUoahle to Jehovah, Bengel, A\ford, Broton. Sihtr, owrijp, angast 
texmB given the Sin-destroyer, bnt no created being, OUhatuen, Xpi(rrd<r, ofBeial 
title, Metsiahf zzii. 43. David, Isaiah, Daniel call Him Messiah. Christ, anointed, 
i. e. the anointed Prophet, Priest, and King, divinely chosen and qnalifled, J. P. Smith, 
He had no external official xmction. Ed, 



12. And this shall be a sign unto you; Te shaU fimd the haXte wrapped in swaddlinff 
elotheSf lying in a manger. 

Sign. Divine, certainly, but not necessarily miraculous. 

Babe. Hopes of millions, will yet cluster round that babe. Zee. ix. 9. 

DCanger. In His nativity: in His temptation, among 56a«to. Mark i. 13. 

Believers, ambitious of high place, forget their Master's cradle, 

A manger honored above a thousand glittering thrones. 

An ornament of His royalty ; a throne of His glory. 

He eomee in humility, He reigns in humility. 

He leads by humility, — ^manger and cross, a stumbling block to many. 

His infancy and death, are still rocks, wrecking human pride. 



64 suaaESTiVB commektaby [chap, n* 

iTtjfttioVi Ttpaff, both oxd^aaiOj inix»de«, bat the foxmer a minde wroa^t as a 
Bign. orituia^ were not sapenuitaraL In N. T., tokens of a hifi^r power, OUhoMtem, 
PpB^OiTf a, not the babe, Brmon, The lowliness of his condition was a sign for belierezBg 
BengeL 



18. And iuddenliy there was vfith the angel a mvltUude of the keoMiily hottpraMmg 
Chdt and saying, 

Suddenly. The mBtaniajieous flashings of the heayenly throng. 

Angel. Supposed to have been Odbriel. 

Multitude. Myriads of angels. 1 Kings zzii. 19. ; Fsahn Ixviii. 17* 

Bev. V. 11. 
Heavenly host. Gr., Army. Celebrating peace; starry host. 

Acts yii. 42. 
Thousands of angels. Fsa. ciii. 20. ** Praise Him ye His hosts.^* Fsa. 

cxlviii. 2. 
Praising. Heavenly courtiers ; models of those rejocing in royal fayor. 
Happy beings, free from envy ; the life-guard of the royal child. 
The first hymn to the Incarnate, sung by angels. 
They Imow the misery sin has caused : the door of mercy now open. 
Their deep compassion to man revealed by their deep interest. 

1. The choir singers from the new Jerusalem. 

2. Salvation the theme, 8. Dwellers in heaven and earth the listeners. 
Saying, or '* singing,'* — ^usual among the classics. 



<rrpar. Acts Tii. 42. "Knighthood of Heaven," Wickliffe, Stars of the sky, 
Tyndale, Host of the sky, Crammer, ** Saying,"— dicere for cantare, Hor^ Car. 1, Mayor, 



14. Olory to Qod in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men. 

Glory. Light, chosen emblem of the Deity. 1 John i. 6. 

1, of Sovereignty. 2, of Wisdom. 8. Power. 4. Purpose. 5, of His Jus- 
tice. 6. Holiness. 

In the plan and execution of Bedemption. 

Bedemption far more than Creation illustrates His Glory. 

Highest. Heavens, where even angels tremblingly venture. Hcb. i. 3. 

Peace. Prophecy cheered the church with hope : Prince of Peace.. Isa. 9, 
6 and 7. 

1. Among nations. 2. Neighbours. 8. Families. 4. One's self. 
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By am, man is at war with himBolf , his neighboan, and his Qod. 
Tfairty-fiye times the present population of the globe has perished in 

war, Burke. 
German war of 80 yrs. 1,000,000 perished. In Napoleon's wars, 6,000,000. 
1,000,000 perished during the late American Rebellion. 
50 times the amoimt of property of the earth, has been destroyed in war. 
Peace, froit of faith, repentance, reconciliation with God. Phil. iy. 3. 

Prov. xvi. 7. 
Goodwill. 1. Power in Creation. 2. Goodness in Providence. 8. Mercy 

in Redemption. 
Elements of Heayen, transferred to earth, by Christ. Eph. iL 14. 



Cipifyif. FMoe of God's good-wOI, Wakefield, Way of Peace, C^Uyer, Lange, 
By three angelic bands, in three strains of 1, Glory; 2, Power; 8, Goodwill, Broum, 
titSoK, reconciliation, Chryeottom: armistice, TheopkyUiet, Not so much a pro- 
clamation, as doxology, W. dk W. tnj/iaroi9. Heaveru. God's peenliar dwelling, BengeU 
Por ivdoKiOt read ivSoxiaa in geniUve, Tieeh,, Laehmamt OUhaueen, Meyor, Tba 
sentence mnst then be translated, peace on earth to men of (Qod^e) good pkontrtf, i. e. 
'hiUeho$enpeopUjA\fOTd, The Vvlgate reads "bona Tolimtatis." Bom. Gath. Inter- 
preters adopt this reading, and translate "peace on earth for those who like it." Beoeived 
text preferred by Alford, Ooeterzee, Brovm. Ed, 



16. And it eame to peue, o> the angel* were gone away from them into hMoen, the 
thepherda taid one to another. Let ue now go even unto Bethiehem, and $ee thii UUng 
which ie come to pau, which the Lord hath made knoton unto ue. 

Gone away. Angel visits bright^ but &rte/ visions on earth. 

Their errand ended, they return home to their blest seats. 

Heaven. Had they guaged our woes, sad tidings they might take back 

Let lis go. Love to Christ, lessens our interest^ loosens our grasp, on 

earth. 
Faith, rather than curiosity, led them to Bethlehem. 
This thing. The babe fills their whole soul, as they forsake their 

flocks. 
Unto us. "If any man wiJl do His will, Ac." ** Secret of the Lord, ^c." 

Jo. yii. 17. Psa. xxy. 14. 



dvOp. retained. These shepherds I mean of whom I spoke, Volkner, Owen. 
Cancelled, TUehendorf AuXOtofitv. Let as cross the coontry, Wdk^ld. pnfta 
a thing that is true, xminxiii is no thing ; referred to Jesas, Ambrose. 



M SUOOESTITB COMMENTABf [CHAP. n. 

16b And tksif MflM wUk haate, amdfovmA Marjf mid Jo$epk, and tks babe iging in « 



Came. They were ** not disobedient to the heayenly vision.*' Acts zzvi. 19. 
Xn haste. "What thy hand flndeth, &c., do it with thy might." 

Eco. 9-10. 
** My Bonl made me like the chariots of Amminadib." Song vi. 12. 
Hary. Wife, named first. Creature before Creator. 
It shews the inyersion introduced by the Incamation. 
Babe. ** As mnch when in the manger hud, Ahnighty ruler of the sky." 
"As when the six day's work He made, and filled the morning stars with 

joy." Cawper, 
Manger. The deep poverty of the virgm, no shock to their faith. 
They mutually told all the wonders, each had heard, and seen. 



** Came,'* UyBtatioiuily gnidedin fha dark. OUhasaen hazards a ooojectaxe tint 
tlie stable or caTe may have beUmged to these sheidtezds. Seems clear the spot -was 
tcmsbaw known to them by the angel's description. " with KatU^** martyr prisoners, 
taken for praying in Bow ohnrch-yard, eheered by the cheerfnl obedienoe of tiia 
■hephezds, Q. Hooper 1654. Parker, toL 2., p. 617. *' Ucmger** home stall, Campbell, 



17. And when they had $een it, they made known abroad the toying which waa told 
them concerning thie child. 

Seen it. These worshippers nqt offended at the poverty of the manger. 

Halo of pictures round the head, borrowed from Heathen. 

DCade known. Good news would not let the lepers be silent. 2 Kg. vii. 9. 

" My cup runneth over," said David, rejoicing. Psa. xxiii. 6. 

Shepherds, the first earthly y angels, the first heavenly preachers. 

Unselfish " love of Christ, constraineth" the believer. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

** We cannot but speak the things which, &c." Acts. iv. 20. 1 John. i. 12. 



18. And aXL they tSuA heard it, wondered at tho$e things wMch were told them by tht 
shepherds. 

Wondered, that angels should tell shepherds^ and not HaeprieBU. 
Myriads since have heard, wondered, despised, and perished. Acts ziii. 41. 
Infinite Mind notes the secret yearnings of the humble. Psa. Izxix. 11. 
Many admired His words, but stumbled at His birth. Bom. ix. 82. 
Crowds wondered at His miracles, but rejected His gospel. Jo. vi. 66. 
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19. Bui Mary Itept oU fkeM Hkingt, and pondered them in her kearL 

Mary. Leaves to Proyidence to clear np her good name. 

Pondered. Gr. kept in actiye remembrance ; " reyolTing fhem." 

She was doubtless ignorant of many things concerning her mysterious 

babe. 
Her heart. She had "the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit." 

1 Peter ill. 4. 
Heart in Scripture is nsed for the seat of nnderstanding, will, affections, 

&e. 
Her faith in the " angel tidings," had fall exerdse. 



0wcr. oftrefnUy preserred, Mayor, trvftp. ireighing, CampheU, Oairefally 
obaexTing, WaJcefteld, Especially of orades or dreams, Maiyor. Befleetiog trith 
^easTxre, OMuauen, Entered into their meaning, Doddridge, Thought o^er them, 
point by point, Bengel, 



98. And the $hepTurd$ retutned, glorying tmd praMng Qod for aU the thingt Hmt 
they had heard and aeen^ m it %oa» told wtto them. 

Shepherds. The first fruits of the Gospel Dispensation. 
Returned. Earth as well as the church, has its cares and joys. 
Glorifying. They seemed to join in the chorus of the angels* song. 
Praising. Implicit faith, and prompt obedience, ever rewarded. 
Their simple faith, and sublime songs linger round Christ. 
The Manger and Cross, foolishness to Greeks and Jews. 1 Cor. i. 23. 
But saints eyer draw thence, their inspiration and life of love. 



ZL. And when eight days were aeeomplithedfor the eireumcieing of the ehttdf hit name 
v>ae called JESXJSf which too* <o named of the angel before he toas conceived in the 
vomb. 

Slight. Law was exacting as to the time, even Sabbath. Gen. zvii. 12. 

Circumcising. Luke i. 59. History of this ancient right. See Notes. 

Bloody symbol of the removal of sin. Col. ii. 11-13. Jer. iv. 4. 

*' Was in all points made like unto his brethren.'* Heb. ii. 17. 

In Him, a virtual pledge to die. Phil. ii. 8. Unless. 1. Jo. 3-5. 

The law was honored, — scandal of uncircumcision failed. Gal. v. IL 

He could thus alone be heard as a teacher in Israel. 

Jews would have held him an uncircumcised apostate. 
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Above the law, He obeyed it, to free ns from the law. 

Under the law, Bom. viii. 3. He became a debtor, Ssc. Gal. v. 8. 

This rite coimted Him a stranger, now a ** Beloved Son." Mat. iii. 17. 

Innocent, He still iakes the mark and shame of sin. 

This Divine Infant dignifies the rite, and silences the ignorant. 

What good U there in circumcising, or "baptising a child f 

Answer — Jehovah ordained it, and submitted to it. 

He now honors the indenturing of children to Himself, by baptism. 

Jesus. Lnke i. 81. A Prince, Law-giver, Prophet, Priest and King, 

He passed by all these, for a name full of mercy, Jesus. 



** dreumeiitng,** This disproved His lyoSj being a phantom, as Doeetae and 
Maniehearu held. Not actaaU^ neoessaiy, bat in the divine plan, OUhatuen. JTesns* 
Qreek fonn of the name Joshua or Jeshua, a oontraotian d Jehoshua, that is " Help of 
Jehovah," or " Saviour," SUieott, 



82. And tthen the days of her puriJleaHon according to the lam of Moses were ae* 
eomplUhed, they brought him to Jerusalem, to pre$ent him to the Lord, 

Purification. Male required 40, a female 80 days. 

The rite demanded for the sake of his mother, not the child. 

Sprinkling of hyssop and of blood, refers to the pollution of sin. 

Law. Levitical system of types and shadows. 

DCoses. HeJ), drawn out of the waUr. Was exposed on the Nile. 

Adopted and educated as a prince, by Pharaoh's daughter. Acts vii. 21. 

Eetuming to his kindred, he slew an oppressing Egyptian. 

Fled to Midian in Arabia, married Jethro's daughter. 

At Horeb, God appeared in a burning bush. 

Divinely authorized with his elder brother Aaron, returns to Egypt. 

1. Miracle of rod turned into serpent. 2. Nile changed to blood.' 

S. Frogs, 4. Lice, 5. FUes, 6. Murram, 7. Boils, 8. Hail, 9. Locusts. 

10. Darkness, 11. First bom slain. Passover instituted. 

Leads out Israel to the Red Sea, divides it, crosses it. 

Quails, Manna in the desert. Law given at Sinai. 

Bock gives water, Aaron's rod blossoms. Corah, &c. destroyed. 

Amorites overcome, Balaam's curses changed to blessings. 

In full strength at 120 years of age, dies, and God hid his body. 

He wrote the Pentateuch. 90th Psahn, and possibly Job. 

Jerusalem. Heb. Vision of peace. Surname of Heaven, Eev. xxL S. 



CHAP, n.] ON ST. LUEE. 59 

Salem. Gen. ziv. IB. Jebns, Jndges xix, 10. Holy City. City of Da^id. 

Now El Khuds The Holy. 87 miles east of Joppa. 

Taken by David 2 Sam. y. 6. Made it capital. Temple. Lake i. 9. 

Captured 588, B.C. by NebuchAdnezzar. Jews led to Babylon. 

Bebnilt by Zerubbabel, 526. Taken by Alexander 852 b.c. 

By Ptolemy, 824. Antiochas, 170. Betaken, Maccabees, 168. b.c. 

Fompey 68 b.c. Destroyed by Titus 70 a.d. 

Jews banished by Hadrian 185 a.d., named the new city Aelia Capitoliruh 

A.D. 186. 
Helena, mother of Constantine built church of the Holy Sepulchre 826. 
Julian miraculously baffled in attempts to refute Christ a.d. 868. 
Taken by Chosroes. 613. a.d. by Greeks 625. a.d. Omar 687. 
By Ahmed Turk 868. Saracens 969. Jews suffered much till 1048. 
By Crusaders 1099. Saladin 1187. By Baymond*s treachery restored 1242. 

to the Latins. Sultans of Egypt 1291. Seliml517. Turks hold it 1865. 
It stands on Mountains of Judea 2400 ft. above the sea. 
The promontory with steep descent 500 feet above Eidron Hinnom. 
The city stands on three Mounts, Moriah, Zion, Acra. 
Is 32 miles distant from the sea, 18 from the Jordan, 20 from Hebron, 36 

from Samaria. 
Wall 2^ miles around, 60 feet high, 8 feet thick, built 1584. 
4 Gates, 2000 houses, 5000 Jews, Orientals 25,000. 
One Christian Mission sustamed by I^ssia and England. 
Jerusalem in ruins, fulfilment of our Lord's prophecies. Luke zxi. 5, to 20, 
Present, i. e. publicly Joseph, could do it. [verses. 

Believing parents desire to consecrate their children to God. 



** Pwrijieat." For seven days she oould not enter the sanotoaay, nor eat with her 
hnsbaud, Lewes Antiq. Mothers stood at Nicanor's gate, Ligktfbot, "JenualemJ' 
Name given l^ Shem, Babbit, '^^sion of peace, Beland. Possession of peace, Bwald. 
People or house of peace, Oeseniiu. Given by Shem, Lightfaot. Called, Ariel, The 
lion of God. Isa. xxix. Beit el makdiSf holy house. A foundation, Babbi8. aifrbv, 
TUehendorf, avr&Vt Origenf Jerome^ Brovm, Neither needed it, Bengel. Jesus 
mortal, though sinless, Alford. avriis adopted by the Eng. version is almost without 
authority, a manifest correction, A\ford. 



2S. (As it is varitten in the law of the Lordy Every male thai openeth the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord.) 

Written. Every step of our Lord's life fulfills some prophecy. 
Lk. i. 68. First bom, holy since the 1st Passover. Ex. xiii. 2. 
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Unit bom offered, and redeemed for 5 shekels. Num. xriii. 15 16. 
Bedeemed from the earOily, He fonnded a spiritxial temple. Heb. iz. 11* 



**Law,** BedempUoii from being sacrifleeJ. 9tav. nnt-bom of his mollMry 
CampbeU. 



SI Andto offer a aaeryks aeeorMng to fhaiwIUehUaaiUL'.imthelamtiftke Lord,A 
pabrofturtUdoM9,ort»0 90Mmgpig«oiu. 

Sacrifice. Its origin was divine like circmncision. 

Established immediately after the fall. Gen. iv. 4. 

If not divinely sanctioned, would have been superstition. 

Pair. One a burnt offering, the other a sin offering. 

Mazy had no idea of her immaevlate conception. 

Had she been able, a lamb was required. 

The Magi had not yet brought their princely present. 

She in the Temple publicly declared her poverty. Ley. zii 8. 

Jesus nursed and tended by a poor woman. 2 Cor. Tiii. 9. 

He ate poor man*s food, wore a poor man*s apparel. 

He wrought at a poor man*s work, shared his troubles. 

This should silence the murmuring of the poor. 

Turtle doves, noted for rapid flight. Fs. It. 6. Plumage. Pb. 

Ixviii. IS. 
Dwelling in the rocks. Jer. zlviii. 28., mournful yoioe. Is. XDCviiL li. 
Harmlessness, Matt. s. 16. Simplicity, Hos. vii. 11. Modesty, Oant. 
Beauty of eyes. Cant. i. 15. Emblem of Peace, Gen. viii. 8. [iL li. 

Semiiamis placed them on Assyrian standard. ^, 

They were the only birds offered in sacrifice. Lev. t. 7. xiL 6. 
Pig^eons, larger and more easily domesticated than doves. 
Be^emption price paid for Jesus, very small. 
The price He paid for our Bedemption infinite. 1 Pet. L 18-9. 
The holiest are not the richest, therefore despise not the poor 
Mary cannot bring a lamb, but brings the "Lamb of God." 



4 

KtvyoC' liadoz of poverty nimotieed by t3i« flttlien, XIUcotL rg/^iimv. 
rpv^io to mannnr or monm, Mayer, 
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S6. And, heholdf there wot a man in Jenualem, tchoee name ms Sinteon ; and the tame 
mum ^na Jvet and dewnU, waiting for the eoneolation ofJ[trael : and the Holff Ghpet woe 
upon him. 

Behold. Caning special attention. Jerusalem. Lnke ii. 25. 
Sixneon. Heb. One who obeyt. First prophet to proolitini the Advent. 
Devout. God has His elect in the darkest times. 
Lot in Sodom. Obadiah in Ahab*s train. 
Daniel in Babylon. Jeremiah in Zedekiah's court. 
Waiting^, expecting life in Heaven, the way to live on earth. 
Consolation. The Church had been waiting for many ages. Gen* 
The sufferings of the Jews had been, and were then, great. [xlix. 18. 

For ages the Messiah had been styled the Consoler. 
A common oath ^^May I never see the Consolation of Israel". 
A long sad silent preparation for earth's noblest scene. 
Not like the sensual crowd, for an earthly deliverer. 
" I waited for the Lord, more than they who watch fer the morning". Fs. 
cxxx. 6. 



'* Simeon/' hMxing ^Ui Acceptanoe, Oeseniiu. Supposed to have been son of Sllel* 
and &ther of Oamftliel, lAghtfoot^ Al/ord. av9p. merely hints a lower «ank, Ohhauten, 
^Juet" in performance of dnties. "Devout" in disposition towards Ood, BengeU 
** Tradition "says he reoeiyed sight on Jesus' approach, Oostereee, "Waiting.** God 
fulfils His word in silence, without leaving the threads of the web 4n mortal hands, 
A\fbrd. Expectations of all nations of a Deliverer, Trench, ** ConeolattonJ* Faxadete 
refers to suffering state, Messiah would remove, Olehawen, " Zf I speak not truth, may 
I never see the Consolation of Israel," Lightfoot. 



26. And it vsae reveaiUd unto Mm by the Holy €^hoitf that he should not tee dealthf 
"before he had teen the Lord*t Christ, 

Revealed. Here, we cannot know, to doubt is presumption. Luke i. 8. 

Betum of prophecy, a token of the Messiah being come. 

It was the earliest dawn of the Gospel Day. 

See Death., feel the pains of dying. An Orientalism. 

Saints before Christ were taught as really by Him as after. 

Before the angel Gabriel had fixed the date. Dan. ix. 25. 

The Eastern World expected some great personage. 

Lcocd's. Seeing the Messiah, gilded the gloom of the grave. 

Christ. Gr. AnHnted. Luke ii. 11. Alone anointed by Jehovah. 
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KCXP9*} to tnzigaet baginess, or guide pnblieaflaixs, also to eonsolt aa onde. In N.T* 
guue—to be Di-vinely warned or instmeted, Ed, 



97. And he eame by the Spirit into fhe tewtple : and tohen the parentt brought in the 
ehUd JeeuBf to do for him after the ciMtom of fJk« law. 

Spirit. An irrestible impnlBe from the Lord. 

Temple. Outer Court, none bat priests entered within. Lake i. 9. 

Like Anna, his heart draws him to the house of prayer. 

1. The Holy Ghost his Leader. 2. Faith his consolation, 8. Piefy his 

life. 4. Saviour his joy. 5. To depart for heaven, his desire. 
Parents, came to register Him among the firstborn. 
Child. They who seek Him, will find Him in the sanetoaiy. Heb. x. 2C. 
He never fails to reveal His mercy to those who seek. Fs. Ixiii. 2. 
Prophet enters Jerusalem and sees God*s glory. Ezek. yilL 3. 
Custom. Verse 24.' See Notes. 

28. Then took he him up in hie ormt, and bleeted Qod, and eaid. 

His arms. Promises of God, are often more than fulfilled. 
He was to see^ but he embraces the Consolation of Israel. 
Thus the priest presented the child to God by consecration. 
No classic scene recorded, approaches this in tender sublimity. 
Ministers taking infants up in baptism here sanctioned, Mark z, 16. 



aitrhq of his own accord, Be^eL Simeon thought to be a pxiest, Winer, Tba cidU 
held diudiig the blessizig, Jlf«y«r, Ellieott, 



89. Lord^ novo letteet thou thy eervant depcart in peace, according to thy tDord, 

Iiord. Luke i. 11. Servant. Luke vii. 2. See Notes. 

The sight kindles his heart to a farewell song. 

His song the last note of O.T. Psalmody. Christian's death. 

1« God for his glory. 2. Has a song on his lips. 3. Christ in his anns. 

4. Heaven in his eye. "Let me die the death of the zighteoufl.*' Num. 

xziii. 10. 
Depart. Gr. dismiss, slaves were thus sent from masters. 
The spiritual office of the aged servant was closing. 
Peace. 1. Christ the King. 2. His gospel of peace. 3. His Kingdom of 
. peace. 4. Heaven's reward of peace. • 
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Peace, promised ages before to distracted Israel. Is. Ixvi. 12. 
Christian dies in peace with 1. The world 2. Conscience. 3. God. 
Kartyrs sleep. Acts jiL 60. ** They rest from labors." Ber. xiv. 13. 
Thy word. Promise fulfilled, he is willing to die. 



diroX* Thoa art now releaeing, Brown. Dimittig, Vulg» Servant dimissed, 
fatare hope at death, M, AnUminut, PlutarcK PxlBoner released from captivity. 
il^vri, ThoQBands of ChristiAn martyrs sleep in the catacombs of Borne. Many 
epitaphs are seen in the Vatican. — **P€txI Paxt Paw I** Another, — ** SaUuma dormit 
in jpoee." ** Lueitu dormit et vivet in pace in Chrlsto," Mae/arlane, p. 146. Stan, thinks 
of his death as the termination of, and dismissal from Mt $eroitude, Meyer. By the 
Divine prcmiise Sim. receives at once a twofold blessing : the ti^i of his Saviour, and 
departure in peace, Bengel. 



80. Fat mine eyee have eeen tJky ealmUion. 

Been. No eye is satisfied with seeing, until it sees Christ. Eoc. L 8. 

The eye of faith with Divine power, rests not there. 

It receiyes rays of light, streaming from His entire Life. 

It embraces His manger. His cross, His triumphs, as the Bedeemer < 

men, the Conqueror of sin, death, and hell. 
God*s elect never die, nntU they have seen Jesus. 1 John iiL 6. 
*t The King in all his beauty" cannot be seen on earth. 1 Peter i. 8. 
Salvation, everlasting, from the guilt and curse of sin. Luke ziz. 9. 
He beholds the world's Saviour in that helpless babe. 
His mind fastens on the thing, not the person. 
Some saints before the time of Christ had clear views of the gospoL 
Abrahatn saw my day and was glad. John viii. 56. 

81. WMeh tftou hatt prepared before the face of aU people; 

88. A light to lighten the Qentileef and the glorg of thy people leraeL 

Prepared, by types, shadows, and prophecies, for 4000 years. 

All people. Christ the forming centre of His saints. Isaiah zi. 10. 

Cod*s blessings no secret charm, kept only for the few. 

Full and free as sunlight, without money or price. Isaiah Iv. 1. 

A Jew publishes the Saviour to the world, at His birth. 

Light. Luke iii. 16, and xii. 49 : is essentially active and spreading. 

Christ, like light, renders visible the beauty of all things. 

His absence also leaves all in gloom and woe. 
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Gentiles. Learned and polished, yet ehildlah idolaAon, or feeni 

Boepftios 
Selfieh men are willing to enter heaven alone. 
Fanaticism would extenninate, rather than convert, heathen. 
Gentiles, placed before Jews (verse 82), hints at a taixae preference. 
Glory. Christ in Simeon's prophecy. 1. Glory of Israel. 
2. Gloiy of the Gentiles. 8. Highest gift to both. 
Christianity the trae glory. 1. Of every being. 2. Of evezy home. 
8. Of every government. It alone elevates the massei. 
With this swan-like song, he bids farewell to earth. 
Hia prophetic views, mnoh clearer than the disciples*. 



0A<f , to malce the Gentiles known, Wdkejleld, That Ood, ChrlBt, aod fbair mm. 
eonditUm maij be zerealed in the light at Christ, Benffel. oirocdXv^iv, l. Unooreciiig. 
S. Disdosizig divine mysterieB. 8. Appearance. iOvon and Xa6a used tor the Jem ; ptaml 
iQvfi always refers to Gentiles. In the face of these prophecies, the Jvm ignored fbe 
Gentiles, EUley. " Chntile* " first named, as their oonyersion precedes the Jews', Ford» 



88. And Joseph and Mi mother marveUed at those tklnge whieh were epohen of Mm. 

Joseph. Luke i. 27. DCother. Joseph not called father of Jesns. 
marvelled. At the divine evidence of their previous views. 
Fresh wonder at each new sign, filled their minds. 
No outward facts prepared them for the mysterious welcome of their Son, 
in His Father's house, t. e, the temple. 



^v remnant of early simplicity for ijcav, Bentu *I(i>(r^^, Ooetertee, Bengel, 
W, it W. vdrrjp retained. Mayor, TUehendorf. Brovm, Olshauten, A\ford, f%TiwtlM 
by Laehmann. 



84. And Simeon blessed them^ and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child U set 
for thefaU and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shaU he epokem 
against! 

Blessed. Inspired, a pledge of Jehovah to fulfil his words. 

Iffary. Simeon hints the Divine paternity of the child. 

Behold. Solemnly directs attention of the hearer. 

Set. Gr. lieth. " Behold I lay in Zion " (appoint). Isaiah xxviii. It. 

A figure taken from a stone in path of travellers. 
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Dmnely set, bnt ever caused by man's own unbelief. 1 Peter u, 8. 

Hany eyes fixed upon Him, many tongaes against Him. 

Pall. Prond stumble at oxa foundation stone. 

Unbelief alone ruins. ** Savor of life," &c, 2 Oor. ii. 16. 

*^ Bock of Salvation." Fsa. Ixxziz. 26, is the place of shipwreck. 

Jews and Greeks stnmbledat Hid birth and death. 1 Cor. i. 23. 

His self-denying doctrines, His holy life. His trade. 

The first hint of mibelief, opposing Messiah's throne. 

Angels had only announced great joy. 

PalL 1. It is not otherwise. 2. It cannot. 8. It ought not. 4. It will 

not be otherwise. 
The Gospel, the great Touchstone of moral character. 
Men perish without Gx>d's urging. " Love death." Pro. viii. 36. 
Spirit quenched, is withdrawn. Mercies despised tend to ruin. 
PriTileges high ; condemnation deep. Jo. xv. 22. Mat. zi. 23. 
Rising. Not " again," but for the fall and rising of many. 
Spoken. Satan's malice, man's contempt. Isaiah liii. 8. 
Men, however diverse in customs, agree in maligning Jesus. 
Sign. Set for a mark. Job xvi. 13. For signs. Isaiah viii. 18. 
Implies pointed hatred, and deliberate malice. 
Against, called Glutton. Matt. xi. 19. Insane. Mark iii. 21. 
Had a devil. John viii. 52. Blasphemed. Mark xiv. 64. 
At Antioch. Acts xiii. 45. At Ephesus. Acts xix. 9. Bome. Acts 

xzviii. 22. 



Ketrat ghall be, TynddU, Lies in my arms, Meyer, Appointed for, Mayer, 
Histranslate to Tindioate God from being the Author of Sin, Michaelit, " FalU" Peni- 
tenee preceding oonyersion, Alford, Bengel, Brown, YfHtailj and finally impenitent, 
Oostentee, Orotius. Disappointed as to a tempcial Messiah, Le Clere. ^^RUingJ* 
Besnxreetlon, Tyndaie, airo^ff Jeeas and parents, Poole, Parents, BengeU <Tfiiuiov% 
fignie from a target, Macknight, 



86. (Tea, a tword $haU fierce ihrough thy own soul aUo ;) that the thougkti of mofty 
hearts may be revealed, 

A Sword. A javelin used in Thrace. ' 

The infamous treatment of Jesus, a dart in a mother's heart. 

This casts a shade over the joyful tone of the prophecy. 

Mercies and trials go hand in hand with saints. 

Thoughts, Gr. reasonings. Disputations, indices of the heart. IT.T. 
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Ambitioafl thonghtB of ft Messiah were sadly disappointed. 
Hearts. Bible regards the heart, the central point of personal life. 
Errors of the head less dangerons, than those of the heart. 
Believers with a right heart, may hold eironeons creeds. 
We need the head for 2t/e, bnt the heart for death also. 
Rov.ealed. Wherever Ohrist goes, Uis claims compel a decision. 
Jesns ever appears a judge, during the progress of the race. 
Continued neutrality towards Him, is impossible. 
No mask can long keep the chief desires of man secret. 
Self-love may work secretly, but unfolds powerfully. 
'^iSo,c^jf>f>j^e of constant unfolding of character. Mat. xiii. 30. 



" Sword." Mary's maartTrdam, Epvp\ Lightfoot. Her woe at the cross, BuOvymiiu, 
Sorrows of repentance, inelading Mary herself before receiving Jesns as Lord, Alford^ 
OMiausen, Alternations of hope and fear concerning Him, Brown. " Soul.** The 
very heart, Tyndale. 



86. And there woe one AnnOf apropheteeSf the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Aier : she v>aM of a great age, and had lined with a husband seven years ftom fc^f 
virginity, 

Anna. Heb. graciom. Another of the pious circle of Jerusalem. 

Prophetess. The spirit of Deborah and Huldah rested on her. 

Phanuel or Peniel *• vision of God." Gen. xxxii. 30. 

Aser. This tribe returned not after the captivity. 2 Kings xvii. 6 

Tribe dwelt near Cannel in the rich plains of Esdraelon. 

** Dipped his foot in oil, had iron and brass shoes." Deut. xxxiii. 24, 25. 

Others fought Sisera, but " Aser remained in the creek." Judges v. 17. 

Husband, not named, bnt her father is. 

Seven years married, the rest is honored widowhood. 

Her tender fidelity in treasuring her husband's memoiy. 

Jews anciently highly praised characters of this class. 

Proplietess as one celebrating God's praises, a female teacher. 1 Cor. 

xiv. 3. Stier, 
She brought up Mary. Sepp, 

87. And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from 
the temple^ hut served Gtod with fastings and prayers night and day. 

Widow. Gr. bereaved, •* The widow's God." Psa Ixviii. 5. No false 
God ever bore this name. 
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A teim of loneliness, helplessness, and woe, in all languages. 
Eighty-four. Extreme old age, and infant Jesns, in contrast. 
Departed. Loved God's house. Psa. bccdv. 2. Model Christian 

female. 
Forsaken and forgotten by the world, but not by God. 
M In Christ neither male nor female, but faith.'* Gal. y. 6. 
Departed not, till her patience was crowned at last. 
Aged saints feel the need of prayer. »* Grey hairs a crown." Pro. ivi. 81. 
Temple, huke i. 9. Served. Females had no public service. 

Ex. xxxviii. 8. 
The extreme retiredness of Oriental females, explains this. 
A screen now separates them in Eastern synagogues. 
Pasting'B. Nature and seasons of fasting. Luke v. 35. See Notes. 
Prayer. Luke i. 10. Never weaiy while communing with God. 
Begulaz hours of temple worship nine a.m. and three p.m. 
Night. Sou^, sung in night watches. Psa. cxxxiv. 1. Job xxxv. 10. 
The first breakings of the silence of the grave by songs. Isaiah xxvi. 19. 
Music at night, sweet ; discordant sounds are hushed. 
Day. Prayer and praise^nust be unceasing. 1 Thess. v. 17. Lev. x. 7. 
Next to angels, the aged celebrate the coming of Christ, hope of future 

life. 2 Tim. i. 10. 



&9^<oa, Meyer, Oostenee, TUehendarf. Aged 108, W. S W. ** Temple.*" Femalos 
had no offioe there, Lightfoot. DeaconeBsea in primitiTe Chnrch. Bom. xvi. 1. Servant^ 
Or., deaconess, C%ry«o«(oin, Epiph. Office abolished, Conncil of Laodicea. Council of 
moe* forbade laying hands on them. Found in Constantinople in 12 century, Hertog't 
€yelo. *^ Night" service more solemn, A\flord. Copts near Thebes spend a night 
ttcmtiUy, In tents aionnd their roofless church. 



88. And $h» earning in that instant gave thanka likewise taUo the Lordf and tpake qf 
Mm to aU them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 

Coming. Gr. Suddenly entering, joining in the praise. 

That instant. Gr. hour, of Simeon's blessing. 

Many expected the Messiah, but were not looking for Jesus. 

Thanks. First female testimony to Christ, 1. Excited by long ex- 
pectations. 2. Based on personal sight. 3. Given with full candor. 
4. Sealed by holy walk. 5. Crowned by a happy old age. 

All. ** A little flock." Luke xii. 32. Among the thousands of Judah. 

Looked. Joint expectants of mercy, will be sharers of His praise. 

F 2 
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Redemption. The yoke lay heavily on the Jewish nation. 
Freedom from temporal bondage, and spiritual tynumy. 
The daughter of Phannel, the first preacher of Christ in Jemsalenu 
Amia richly rewarded, for her pious assiduity in watching. 



iTTiff, oomlxig Baddenly, OUhauten. Standing by, Brown. Ai^Oia/io, Praifled in 
tnm, OoiterMee, Pabliely acknowledged, BengeL BesponsiTely, Brown. Kvpua. To 
Jesog, as Simeon called Him Meuidh,Doddridg€. Bttft xofers to the Father, TUehendoif^ 
LangCf Oostertee. To aU, implioB an audience, perhaps the hour of piayez. Alfifrd. 



89. And when they hadpetformed aU thinge aeeordino to the law of the Lord, they n- 
tmmed into QaLUee, to their own eity Nasareth. 

Harmonists here insert the records of the visit of the Magi. Matt. ii. 1. 

The flight of Mary and Joseph into Egypt, Matt. ii. 14. 

And the massacre of the babes of Bethlehem by Herod. Matt. ii. 16. AU 

omitted by Luke« 
Beturned, from Egypt to Nazareth, as bid by the angel. Matt. ii. 20. 
The gold of the " wise men" help to bear their expenses. 
When God has a work, means will never be wanting. 
When the Tabernacle needs gold, Pharaoh's treasures supply it. Ex. 

xii. 86. 
When the Temple is to be rebuilt, Babylon has to pay its share. Ez.viL 15. 
Gtalilee. Luke i. 26. Nazareth. Luke i. 26. Their home. 
Our Lord reveals Himself only to an elect few. 
He then retires for 80 years, to an obscure place. Phil. ii. 7. 
The silence of the Bible, not the least sign of its divinity. 
He waits His Father's command to reveal Himself. 
At a set time, He will preach, work wonders, and die. 



iriXtffav. At the Presentation an old man and iroman are attendantg. Foot 
mother, eqaaUy poor husband, with the liord, an infant, In his arms. Verily Ood'avays 
are not onr ways. Matthew's aeootmt of llagi, &e.. Lake had not heard, Alford.—U 
not nntme, nnqnestionably an irreyerent note, Author. Events before the Presentation, 
Lange. After, Oottersee. Different traditions, OUhaueen, . " Betttmed.** About to 
■ettle in Bethlehem to educate Jesus, Foote. 
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40. And the ehttd ffrew, and vaxed strong in tpMttftUed.ufith wUdom; and Vie gra$e 
cfQodwat v^fon Mm. 

Cihild. Sinless in infancy, and innocent in childhood. 

His manhood mysterions, onion of humanity and Divinity. 

To Him the Source of life, old age, alone, was nnsnitable. 

Strong^, in spirit ; evident tokens of innate Divinity. 

Other children nnfold inherent depravity of nature. 

To others, He most have seemed an " incarnate angel,'* bom on earth 

instead of heaven. 
TiUed with the fulness of the Godhead, from His Incarnation. Gol.iL9« 
WiBdom. His Divine wisdom at 12 illustrates this point. 
Grace. Divine regard manifested increasingly toward Him, 
Bj nature, all others ** are children of wrath." Eph. ii. 8. 



7iv^, body. isp. the soul, A^ord. iv wt^fiari cancelled, Tischendorf^ 
TregeUet, Laehmann, Betained, Oottenee, X^pt<r, greatness, Wetstein, Oraoefi^ 
dignity, blended -with saperhnmon anthoxity and sweetness, Campbell, Mayor. IHviaa 
comeliness, used by Homer and Virgil, Wakefield. God's love In active cxerdas, 
Ohhatuen, Broton. Now first conseions of His Divinity. OUhaueen. Proves His htimaa 
8onl against Arians, 825 a. d., Council of Nice. UnhlstoriijaL He learned wisdom of 
Egyptians, Paulue, (Bationalistio and scepfieaL) Plvbiity then became ineamate^ 
QuemeU No foondation for this statement, Ed, 



41, Now kUparente went to Jeruealem every year at thefeatt of the pateover, 

Christ at 12 years old in the Temple, 

Went. Gr. accustomed. Public and family worship go hand in hand* 

But one incident recorded of a life of 30 years. 

Such historical reticence, indicates a Divine origin. 

The journey fatiguing, troublesome, and expensive. 

No danger, Archelaus had been banished by Augustus. 

Jerusalem. Every year. They may have gone oftener. 

Parents are enjoined to observe God*s appointed ordinances. 

Marriage leads them nearer to heaven or hell. 

Elkanah to Hannah '*Do what seemeth thee good." 1 Sam. 1. 28. 

Bachel to Jacob " What God hath said unto thee, do." Gen. xxxi. 16. 

Their Son was better able to teach them, than Babbis. 

" My soul fainteth for the courts &c." Ps. Ixxxiv. 2. " God loveth gatM 

of 2Sion. Ps. Ixzxvii. 2. 
Passover. A lamb. " Christ a Lamb without blemish." 1 Peter L 19* 
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Set apart 4 days. Chiist prepared for the Sacrifice. 

Bitter herbs, Christ receiyed with bitter repentingB. 

No bone broken. Fulfilled in Jesus. Jo. xix, 86. 

Blood sprinkled on the doors. Christ's on the heart. 

No leavened bread eaten, no leaven of pride or malice. 1 Cor. ▼. 8. 

A herald announced through all Judea the coming feast, Nisan. 

The angel passed over the Hebrew dwellings. Ex. xii. 

42. And when he teae twelve yean old, thcff Vfent up to Jerutalem afUr t\e etutoM nf 
%h/e feaeU 

Twelve. The established Jewish age of first sharing the Passoyer. 

Went up, to Jerusalem, both as a metropolis, and high positioii. 

The city stands among the highest mountains of Judea. 

Custom, when holy, deserves attentive obedience. 

Feast. 1 Passover — ^Deliverance of the first-born. Ex. xii. 43. 

2. FentecoHt or Harvest home, fifty days after Passover. Ley. xxiii. 16. 

8. Tabernacles, or their tenting 40 years in the wilderness. Lev. tHji. Si. 

4. Purim — Deliverance from Haman, the Persian. Jo. v. 1. Estfa. 

ix. 28. 
Thiee times a year, all the males went up to Jerusalem. Ex. xxxiy. 23. 
Womejij according to the maxims of HiUel, bound to go up once a year, 

to Passover. 



At 12, called " Ohildren of the Commandment," Babbit, Lightfoot. Boa of the lav, 
Qrotius. " Feast," Nisan, the first month of the Jewish year after the Exodns, eorres- 
ponds nearly to onr April, depended on the fall mo<nx. Pvrim, celebrated in March. 
Tahemaele, 16 days after new moon, October, Feast of toimpets, origin nnkoown. 
Lev. xxiii. 24. Dedication of the Temple after pollution by Antiochns. Jo. x. 22. The 
7th year Jubilee. All slaves of Jewish origin freed. Aliens left in servitude, I,etee» 
Antiq. " Ctutom," to go with his parents, Cyril Alex, To worship, QretweU, EUieotL 



43. And when they had /MJUUd the days, as they returned, the chUd Jeem tanioi 
h$Mnd in Jerusalem, 

FulfiJlled. Observed all the solemn rites of the seven days. 

Days. Seven for unleavened bread, one for Passover. 

Setumed. Jerusalem is good, so also is Nazareth, 

Work and worship, serve to relieve each other. 

Ghild. Youth always welcome at God*s house. Matt. xix. 14. 

Bcdeemer enthroned, listens to their infant praise. Matt. xxi. 15* 
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Daidd, on his throne, loyed to lead the youthful band. Psa. viii. 2. 
Sehind. Jesus sometixnes hides Himself from the best of saints. 
Mother. Joseph, by the Evangelists, never called Father. 
Mary, unwilling to acknowledge His Divinity, calls Joseph ** Father." 



** t\dfittedt" Jews must Temain 7 Abjb, Deat. rri. 8. Petar and Qeophas left the 
tMrd. Lnke xziv. 18. Lightfoot. " knew not,** aeeiuttoined to his thonc^tfolneM and 
obedience, they wean free from anxiety, till they disoorexed he really was not in the 
company. OUhawen, fiilTijp, Mayer, oi yovtiQ, Qrieihaeh, Laehmann, TiscJten 
dorf. 



4A. But they J euppoHng him to have been in the company, went a day*$ journey; and 
they sought him among their kimfolk and aequainianee. 

Company. Orientals dare not travel, nor dwell alone. 
Villages stand like islands in the ocean — ^nothing between. 
'A festal caravan is secure from robbers, and source of jyleasure. 
Days, &c. Ordinarily now 20 miles — then, likely a few miles. 
Soug^ht. Or. extreme solicitude, the child belug the subject of many 

miracles. 
His deep reverence, and uniform obedience, afforded great comfort. 
Devotion in Him, was nowise disrespect to them. 
Too many try to seek Jesus now among worldly friends. 
Oftener is He lost in prosperity, than in adversity. 

45. And when they found him not, they turned boefe again to JermaUm, seeking him. 

Pound not. The Son of man, once a lost Son. 
Jesus lost amid the world's bustle, and found in the temple. 
Losing comfort in Christ, we must look for the cause. 
Turned back, not to be discouraged, when failing once. 

46. And it came to pass, that after three day$ they found him in the temple, iittiim in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing tliem, and a,sking them questiotu. 

Three days. He teaches his parents, He could live without them* 
A type of His disciples losing Him for three days. 
Found. They had come to pray for guidance and success. 
Assured if they could find God, they soon would find Jesus. 
Temple. Luke i. 9. No time wasted, nor idle company sought. 
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As a child, He desired ever to be God^s servant. 
Christ in the Temple, " Ths gloiy of the latter house." ♦Hag. ii. 9. 
Sitting'. Pupils sat at the feet of their teachers. Luke z. S9. 
In the seat of the scholar. He predicts the Throne of the Teacher. 
He could have taught, but in humility, He learnt. 
Doctors. 71 members in the Sanhedrim sat on raised seats. 
Hearing. " Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak.'* Jas. i. 19. 
Asking. ** DUpiUing" with doctors, a wrong interpretation of his act. 
Questions. The teachers carried on their instructions by questions. 
Bightly to question^ the highest wisdom of the learner. 
TTia after teachings intimate the nature of these questions. 
He will soon denounce heavy woes on these Babbis. 



*^ Sitting.** Seholan sat on the floor, Viiringa, KuiMel, Trench. Stood, Lightfoot, 
**A*king, de." DUeuated^ De Wette. A child lecturing, on anomaly with a God of order, 
OhhauBen. "Doetort.** Bab, lowest; Babbi,mynia8ter, next higher ; Babbonl, highest, 
my great master, lAghtfooU HlUel the Looter, Shammai the Binder, were there, 
EUieott. Sat among the teachers, not pnpils, lAghtfoot. Questions m%ant as 
instructions, Hall. Disputing a Tulgar error, Doddridge. Asking, not teaching, Stier. 



47. And all that heard him were aatoniehed at hie wndsntanding and annoen. 

Astonished. Gr. transport of admiration — A child excites astonish- 
ment, but shews none. Their surprise greatly increased by His 
modesty. 

His great faith, the cause. David wiser than teachers. Psa. czix. 100. 

He gave men a taste of His Divine knowledge. 

Understanding. **I have more understanding than my teachers.*' 
Psa. cxiz. 99. 

Answers. Babbis must quickly have questioned Him in return. 

48. Andwhen they $av> him, they were amazed r and hie mother taid unto him. Son, 
why haet thou thus dealt vHthut f behold, thy fiither and I have eouglU thee eorrotoinff. 

Amazed* Such a scene had not been witnessed before on earth. 

Mother. Had Joseph been His father, Mary would not have spoken. 

Contrazy to all custom the foster father is silent. 

Said, privately. She could not rebuke after such a scene. 

Thy father. Knowkig the secret mystery, she says not, parentt. 

Fathet by representation, head of the family, tutor, guardian. 

Dealt. The first and last reproof He ever received. 
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This word, proof of Mary*8 infirmity, fretting over her son. 

Note Maiy'g over hasty zeal, and Jesns' heavenly tranquility. 

Soug^ht. Those who find Him, have ever sought Him sorrotuingf 

Sorrowing^. Betrays the weakness ol affection and humanity. 

Self love comprehends not Christ's holy rigor to friends. 

No grief like his, who has lost a Saviour once loved. 

The miracles around His nativity, had already become dim. 



ioovrtfff Babblfl and spectaton, Campbell. Parents, Meyer, PriTRtely, HaU, 
JSUieottj JBroton. 



48. And he Mid unto them^ Haw U it that ye eovght me f teiU ye not that Imtut he 
ahovt my Father's busine$». 

Said. The first recorded words of the Redeemer on earth / 

Words of Consecration, Self-denial, Zeal, Sacrifice. 

How is it, implies, He gavo them ground to know him better. 

The stupendous miracles of which He was the subject. 

They should have known more ; but the heart is dull. 

With more faithj she herself would have led Him hither. 

Twelve years of quiet life, found not Mary's faith always awake. 

Soug^ht. He acknowledges no error, expresses no anxiety. 

Wist. Sax, think or know. A rebuke^ not reproach. 

I must. Sacred germ of the Divine decree. He bound himself. Heb. z. 7« 

My fftther. Mary said " Thy Father," He replies " My Father:' 

** Thy husband, you soon will learn, is not My Father." 

" My Father sought me not, for I am always with Him.** 

A seal is now set to the angel's mysterious words. Luke i. 82, 

A ray now gilds the obsourity of the angel's visit at Nazareth. 

The key note of the whole future life of the Lord. 

His conscious Divinity begins to reveal itself. 

The mother of Our Lordy must not interfere with His work. 

Children if able, may modestly instruct even parents. 1 Sam. six. 4. 

They were not prepared for a direct appeal to Ris Father. 

Business. My Father's pleasure, is His only apology. 

Implying He would need no further guidance from them. 

He clearly claims Jehovah as His Father. 

Under that Divine Guide, He could not err, nor stray. 

Hereby He claims to be the Messiah, the Son of God. 
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rour i, e, irpdyfjtaffiv, Calvin^ Bustofft Beaa, BotewmuUer, De Wette, Btler^ 
Alford^ Oattertee, oixrifuunvj Father's, Ertumut, ChroUiu, Bengel, WeUtHn, KiUnoOf 
Olahatuen, Meyer, Trench, W, d W., EUicott, Brown, Mary says, thy father and I; 
Jesus answers ; he is not my father, or I would have been in hit houee. God is my 
father, therefore I am found in Sis Souee, TheophyL, in Meyer. Till now Jeciu tad 
others had called Joseph his father, but never after this, BHer, An ww^-wfamtun^ 
xeboke is given Uaiy. <>>(» earing time of human progress, OlthoMun, Appoinied lad 
nndertaiken ooorse of Christ, A\ford. 



60. And they wnderttood not the Maying which he apake unto them. 

Understood not. Until "mother" was changed into '* woman." 

Jo. ii. 4. 
And My Father. Pablloly resounded in the temple. 
The Holy mystery again folds up for 18 long years of triaL 
We must not despise, what we do not comprehend. 
Unto them. Henceforth Joseph disappears from the Gospels. 
Mary perhaps dreamed of a Messiah, snch as the Jews expected. 



** Undergiood not" FrieBts are to be reticent towards parents, Quetnel. Alas 1 fbr 
Borne and prejudice. "What neither they, nor Babbis had taught Him, Ooeterzee. They 
considered not attentively, Qrotiiu. Their ignorance was strange, Meyer. Because the 
unfolding was so gradual, Stier, 0. T. veil yet upon these, OUhausen, His parents 
understood not even the ftnt wonders of His birth, Alford. 



SI. >lTid he went down with them, and came to Neuareth, and wa$ eubjeet unto them : 
but hi* mother kept all thete sayings in her heart, 

Down. Boads descend every way from Jerusalem. 

Nazareth. Luke i. 26. His heart drew him to the temple, duty calls 

to Galilee. 
Subject. Gr. habitually subject. 
He could attend Divine, and not neglect ^ItaZ duties. 
The Buler of the world, an obedient child. Isa. ix. 6. 1 Ck>r. X7. 25. 
He left Heaven, now His Father's house, for an humble home. 
The settled custom of Jews taught sons a trade. 



" Nasareth,** Flaoe, out of which men fancied no good thing could come, only truly 
good one had his dwelling, Veri, €hrmonia. " Subifeet," Hark vL 8 proves He wrought ai 
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SQfl father'a trade, Ootterzee, denied by Alexander. " OSuiat among men nukde yokes and 
plooghs M worker in wood, &c.," Justin Martyr^ 100-150 A. D. pilfAara pMuages, acta 
M well as words. A Hebraism, Heyne. Used thna by SophodMm BlaekwaU. Things, 
Bo$enmuUer, WetttHn. 



62. And Jemu inena$ed in loiadom and ttature, amd infanowr with Qod amd num, 

Jesus. Luke xxd. Increased, disolosing the Incarnate l>eity. 

Hoses endnred, and prayed 40 years in Midian, till called. 

A 1000 yean with God, in His plans, as one day. 2 Peter, iii. 8. 

Wisdom, only as a man, Samuel a child. 1 Sam. ii. 26. 

No human learning furnished His mind. Jo. Yii. 15. 

Youth, increasing in years, and decreasing in ]mowledge, hopeless. 

Stature. The Spirit minutely gives proofs of His humanity, Luke 

sdv. 48. 
Favor, i.e, this was unfolded to the eye of man. 
His testimony against sin, soon wrought another feeling. 
** Me the world hateth." Jo. vii. 7. Scene at Nazareth. Luke iv. 28. 
God. His friendship essential to our well-being. 
Man. Those securing God's, in the end, will have man's interest also. 
Men have attempted to tell us, how these things were. 
The Bible silentt the wisest know just nothing at all, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
The Incarnation is a truth for humble faiths and adoring love. 
For thirty years our Lord dwelt in obscurity. 
Nathaniel, only 9 miles distant, never heard of Him. 



vpoUoirrtv l. Cat throogh thickets. 2. liake progress, Wetstein, Disclosed 
ElUeott, riXiKia stature, B««a, Bengel^ Meyer, Age, Calvin, De Wette, Alford, OoeteV' 
Me, Brcwn, Whole physical life, OUhamen, Wise beyond His age, Wetstein. ffo^ia, 
derived from Babbis. Egyptian sages. Learned Essenes, Paulus, Meyer, JMdxaJlj 
used, Waterlamd, Natural genia?, Hcue. Besnlt of pious training, fine scenery, reading 
Bcriptnres, journey to Jerusalem, and heavenly communion, OosterMee, X(2pirt flashings 
forth of divinity, beauty, John xviii. 6, JBUieott, Divine Good-vrill, and approval, 
Olshausen, Grace of soul and body, JBen^^tfl. Luke shews historic fidelify in his silence 
oonceming Ghrisf^ retirement, OosterMee. His great work in foct wag; then being 
vronght, the obedience qf one by which many were made righteous, Alford, 
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CHAPTER III. 

1. NOW in the fifteenth year of ths reign of Tiberiue Ceear, Pontiru Pilate bHng 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrareh of Chdilee, and hie brother Philip tetrareh 
of lUtrea amd of the region of TraehrniitUt and LyeanioM the tetrareh of Abilene, 

Now. Eighteen years of the life of Jesns utterly veiled. 

Diyinity of the Bible noted in its HUnce^ as in speaking : lesson of hn- 

Pifteenth. Year of Borne 779, and antmnn of a.d. 27. [milily. 

Jteign. The date when Tiberins was associated with Axigastns. 

Tib. Caesar. Successor to Augustus, and second Emperor; bom 42 b.c. 

IfVon the esteem of the people, and love of his soldiers, by victories and 

kindness. 
Honored by four triumphs, he ascended the throne with the brightest 

prospects. 
But no sooner had obtained imperial power, than he displayed his odious 

character. 
Talented, ambitious, cruel, licentious, infamous, inhuman. 
Brutal towards his wife, and mother ; poisoned his nephews. 
Kept secret spies as royal pensioners in many noble families. 
It vp> said, that there was not a noble family in Bome that escaped his 

vengeance. 
At length, dreading the rage of his people, he entrusted the government 

to Sejanus. 
Shutting himself up in the Island of Capreae, for 10 years, indulged in 

infamous crimes. 
JFalling into a swoon, his attendants thinldng him dead, proclaimed 

Caligula. 
Becovering, he woiild have punished them, but they smothered him, kJh 

Zl, Aged 79. 
Pilate. Character and histoiy. Luke sxiii. 1. See Notes. 
Governor. i.e. Procurator, decided civil and criminal cases. 
Judea. Geography and divisions. Luke i. 5. See Notes. 
Serod, Antipas, son of Herod the Great, and Malthace a Samaritan. 
Made by Augustus, Tet^;arch, i,e» " Governor of a fourth.*' 
Weak, cnnmng, sensual, capricious, superstitious, and yet a Saddhcee. 
He built Tiberias in honor of his Patron, Murdered John the Baptist. 
Went to Bome for a crown, was defeated by a nephew. 
Banished with Herodias, to Lugdunum (Lyons in Gaul,) died in Spain. 
iUl three names linked with political and moral misery. 
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Earth in the hands of the wicked, moumed. Job. ix. 24. 

ICanldnd, like a starving crowd, in a besieged city. Seneca. 

But the " stone ont out of the mountain " will oyerthrow and destroy 
all evil powers, Dan. ii. 84. 

Cktlilee. Geography and Diyisions. Luke i. 26. See Notes. 

Philip. Son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra of Jerusalem. 

The only virtuous member of a proud and wicked family. 

Harried Salome, rebuilt Paneas, calling it CcBsarea. Matt. xvi. 18. 

Bebuilt Bethsaida, calling it Julias, died there a.d. 84. 

Iturea. From Jetur, son of Ishmael. 1 Chron. i. 31. It lay N.E. of 
Jordan. 

Traclionitis. North-eastempart of Palestine; mountainous. 

Lysanias. Unknown, probably a descendant of Lysamas son of 
Ptolemy, put to death by Antony. 

Abilene. Abila, 18 miles from Damascus, near Baalbec. 

These facts shew Luke^s accurate historical knowledge. 

Dates of Christ's birth, death, resurrection, and ascension, not so accu- 
rately noted as this. 



"nfteenth." Chronology omitiod by Matt, and Mark, coincides with John's impri- 
sonment, Wieuler^ Ellieott. Common era, 4 years too late, Usher. Tiberias' statue is 
now in the Louvre. He and our Lord the only ones who received divine worship at that 
day, Canybeare, tfy€fiov. administration, Honu. Lieutenant, Tyitdaie, 



2. AnnoB and Caiaphat being the highpriesUf the word of Qod eame wUo John the eon 
(jfZaehariae in the wHdemess. 

Annas. Deposed, but secured office for Mb Jive sans. 
Caiaphaa. Son-in-law to Annas. In office from 27 a.d. to 36. 
He was a Sadducee and counselled Christ's death. Jo. xi. 49, 50. 
Examined Christ before the Sanhedrim, and condemned Him. Matt. 

xxvi. 65-66. 
He persecuted the Church. Acts iy. 6. Was deposed by Yitellius. 
High in privilege like Balaam, we fear, like him perished. 
High. Priest. There could be but one legal H. P. in office at one time. 

Luke i. 15. 
Word of God. Special divine message to preach repentance. 
Ministers should have an inward and an cmtward call. 
John. Histoiy and character. Luke i. 13. See Notes. 
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ZacliariaB. Character and history. Luke L 5. See Notes. 
Wilderness. Desolate tracts, yoid of trees, grass or water. Lukei. 80. 

See Notes. 
John's solitude not the recluse of monkeiy, hut communion with God. 



Axmas, depnty, Ligh^oot, Brown. Vice Pniddent of the Saahedxim, OretweU, 
Lawful high pziest, A\ford, Luke ignorent who was high prioBt, Meyer. Oaiaphas 
elevated by Cyienias and deposed 7 years after. Oostersee, PreHdent of Sazthediiia, 
Belden, Wieseler, Order reversed Kuinoel. Both high priests at the same time and 
officiated in tarns. Hug. FHedUeh. From Aaron to Antiochns 1460 years, 46 High 
Priests. Herod to Tltns 28, indicating the breaking np of the Jewish polity. " Came." 
John had b^^nn during the sabbatic year, and having now preadied two yean, was 
imprisoned, Wieteler. The people were free to attend on John, there being no labor that 
year, Ewdld. 



8. And he eame into all the country a^out JordantpreaeMng the baptiem of repentance 
for the remisiion of tint; 

Jordan. One of the smallest, hut most renowned of streams. 

Its origin at Banias, anciently CsBsarea Philippi, roots of Anti-Lehanon. 

Buns 24 miles to Lake Huleh, 9 miles to Lake Gennesaret. 

Buns 200 miles (straight line 60), empties into the Dead Sea. 

Banks covered with willows, formeiiy the resort of lions. Jer. zlix. 19. 

Crossed. Jos. iii. 15. 
Width from 75 to 200 feet. It flows through the Lake of Tiherias. 
The mouth of Jordan 1316 feet, and Tiherias 652 feet, lower than the sea. 
Parted hy Elijah and Elisha. 2 Kings ii. 8-14. Naaman healed. 2 Eings 

V. 14. 
Saviour haptized. Matt. iii. 13. Its current is muddy and rapid. 
John, *' with a fan in his hand," is now seen on its hanks. 
Preaching^. Gr. Heralding. Office and histoiy. Luke iz. 2. and ym, h 

See Notes. 
Neither John nor Apostles preachedj as we use the term. 
Frimaiy meaning, a herald's authoritative proclamation. 
Baptism. Sprinkling or immersing, typical of purification. 
Levites were consecrated to God, hy heing sprivMed, Num. viii. 7« 
The Divine origin and mode of haptism, here evidently set forth. 
Joined with repentance, prefigured sanctification. 
Doubts resting on the mode^ prove it non essential. 
Insisting on immersion^ confounds the essence with the modtf. 
ApoBtolic haptism consisted in the application of water to the person. 
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Hepentance. Gr. change of mind, also of the entire life, Luke T* 82.' 

ftnd iii. 7. 
Tliat sense of sin, wrought by the Spirit, which leads one to Christ. 
The last subject, the gay and thoughtless worid desires to hear. 
Teachers of truth are bound to consult men's wants, not tastes, 
'Remission. Beleasing, taken from the forgiving of debts at Jubilee, 
Bemission and repentance, vitally joined in the believer's experience. 
Sins. Definition. Luke i. 77. See Notes. 



Kfipvffff. Tised 60 times, preaeh; 4, publUh; 9, proclaim, Lnlke Tiii. 1 ft 9, 
^dirriff. Boot signifies immersing and tpriukling, O.T. tmters speak constantly of the 
baptilBm of the Spirit by affusion, or sprinkling. Isa. Iii. 15. Mai. ilL 10. An antithesis 
exists between Christ's baptism by the Spirit, and John's by water. Supposing that immer- 
sion -was originally practised, for there is no certainty of it, it no more follows that that 
tnode is essential, than that an elder must always be agedj or that the Lord*s Supper cannot 
1m pioperly oelebrated, except in ttie evening j Alexander, " One Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism." Eph. iv. 16. Baptism with water avails only when accompanied by the Holy 
Ohoet. Matt. iii. 11. The Divine mode of baptism indicated by these references. 
«* Descended," Luke iii. 22. " Pour," Acts iL 17. " Shed forth," Acts ii. 83. "Tongues 
of fire," Acts il. 8. " Anointed," Acts x. 87, 88. " Shed abroad," Bom. v. 6. "Sprinkle," 
Isa. Hi. 16. If feet washed, the whole man clean, Jo. xiii. 10. L. H.Y.D. John had 
baptized before coming to Jordan, Ughtfoot, ^lopddvov. A river appropriate for 
baptism. The Kingdom of Ood adapts its course to place and time, Bengel. furav. 
The understanding. fitrafieXeia, the will. Former, change of sentiment (affections). 
Latter, of purpose, former to the entire life, latter to siuj^e acts, Bengel, 2. Cor. viL 10. 
d^Eifiv, often used by Luke. II apctrtf, Bom. iii. 25, pretermission, Trench, No full 
pardon in the 0. T., Coeceiue. a^. fall remission or pardon, afiapr. missing fhemark, 
Greeks, Bomans, and Chinese had no terms to e^^ress sin. Latter only call crimes 
Against state, sin. They do wrong only, quitting native land whilst parents live, being 
childless, treading on ants, eating beef, or leaving ghosts to starve, Medhurst, p. 858. 



4. As it is written in the hook of the words ofEsaias the prophet, saying, The voiee of 
-one crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord^ make his paths straight. 

Written. Book. Materials and method. Luke i. 63. See Notes. 
Xlsaias. Isaiah, son of Amoz, prophesied 60 years, died 698. B.C. 
The Hebrew name signifies " Salvation of Jahu,'' i.e., Jehorah. 
Lived under Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah at Jerusalem. 
Contemporary with Hosea, Joel, Amos, and Micah. 
Three themes. Babylonian captivity, Jews' return, and Messiah's reign. 
Styled, Evangelical prophet. "Bin characteristics are : simplicity, purity, 

sweetness, sublimity. Fathers called his book, for its Emmcmuel 

prophecies, ** The Gospel of St. Isaiah." 



80 SUOOESTIYE GOMMENTABY [CHAP. in. 

Prophet. Luke i. 70. See Notes. Voice. His whole Ufe a bumlfifl^ 

termon on repent^mce. 
Crying^. An exclamation, as Hark I one is crying. 
OriginaJ, crying aloud, indicates his vehement manner. 
Wilderness. Lnko iii. 2. See Notes. 
Prepare. Eoxormation must begin then and there. 
Cleaxing away of all obstacles to the Bedeemer's approach. 
His paths. A highway for the Lord to return with His elect. Isa. Ivii, 

U. Ixii. 10-11. 
Troops preceded Titus, preparing the way for the army. 
Highways in Jndea and the East scarcely passible, for a single cameL 
No roads eyer repaired except by careless reckless rulers. 



"laalAh," uim asunder, Tradition of Talmtul. Fathen, Heb. xL87. Wahisiadaa 
of Uzziah. 3 Chr. xzvL 22. And of Hezekiah are lost. The avthenUeity of iMlahli 
: prophecies settled by KUinert, Questioned by Spinoza, EUhhom Some modem ciitiea 
snppose ihere were two Isaiahs, Ist wrote Book of, to chap. 40, 2nd wrote the zemainder. 
Great difference in style the assigned reason. Contrary opinion foanded on 1. Unani- 
mona testimony of Jewish and Christian traditions. 2. Evidence of N. T. qnotations. 
8.tJnitiyofdeBign. 8mith*a Diet, Isaiah, "paths.*' Semiramis, marching into Medea» 
had her way prepared, Diodortu, Caligtda, his way, Suetoniui, Xerxes, hia way, JutHiu 



6. Every valley $hall bejilledj and every motmtain and hiUsltaa be brought Unof omK 
tlu crooked thaU be made siraighty and the rough ways shall be made smooth. 

Valley. Typical : humble, exalted ; despairing rebuked. Isaiah xL 4. 
STountain. Implies ; proud, humbled ; difficulties levelled. Isa. liY» 

10. Mic. i. 4. 
fiills. Obstacles high as hills, brought down by the Gospel. 
liOW. Loftiness of men brought do^, haughtiness made low. Isa. iL VJ, 
Far easier to level hills, than subdue the proud will. 
Crooked. Sinners converted. Truth repairs deformities of sin. 
Sough ways. Asperities of temper, passion, plans, and habits. 
Selfishness, pride, sensuality, bigotry, fanaticism. 
Thorns and briers, spring, like sins, sTpontanecmsly. 



Valleys and hXUe. Spiritual states, Olshausen. Tor forty years the pillar of tttm, 
moothed the road for Israd, Jlabbie, Idgh^oot. Bepentanoa as hard to the Mlf-. 
tlghteoos as leToUing mountains, BOer, 
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6L And attfleih thaU tee ike tahMUUm o/ Ood, 

nesli. All unsanctified hnmanity in the millenium. Psa. Ixy. 2. 
Had the church been faithful, all nations would have heard the Gospel. 
The " middle wall " is now levelled by the Gospel, all men are equal before 

God. 
Bee. All barriers removed, nothing will then hinder men from 

believing. 
Salvation. The 0. T. view of ChrisVs atonement, completed. 
A prophetic glance at the millenia] reign of grace. Isa. Ixvi. 12. 



^^BaloaWmofQodJ' The Messiah **«AanM«''evei7 0bJeett]uitcoold oast a shadow 
xemored; erexy point exposed to light, Bengek 



7. Then said he to the mvltitude that eame forth to he baptised ofhimf generation of 
vipertf who hath warned you tofUefrom the wraih to eome J 

Multitude. Gr. crowd, Beckless curiosity urges Oriental mobs. 

Pharisees, envious and jealous of their vain traditions, 

Sadducees though sneering at futurity as a dream, are anxious. Scop- 

ticism hollow. 
Baptised. LuIeo ill. 3. See Notes. 

Generation. Gr. Te hrood ofvipent. Sin*s intense malignity. 
Vipers. Serpent from 2 to 5 feet long, an inch thick, flat headed. 
Ash color, brown spots, 16 small teeth in each jaw. 
One tooth hollow, through which poison distils. 
They were thought to possess mysterious knowledge and power. 
Traditions of aZl nations filled with references to them. Luke x. 19. 
Points to Satan. Bev. zii. 9. Diabolical nature of hypocrisy. 
Crafty, malignant, poisoners : cunning enemies. 
Ungrateful to benefa<$tor8, descendants of the same. 
Seed of the woman always at war with the seed of the serpent. 
With various results, a contest of 6000 years has been going on. 
It approaches a crisis, yet men love to hear " smooth things.'* Is. zxx. 10. 
Nature of love is, plainly to call evil, evil. 

The world intends to please, at any sacrifice of truth or of heaven. 
Morbid fears dread giving offence. Silence is treachery to the soul. 
It is no charity to flatter the wicked. Gal. i. 20. 
A religion without threatening, is not of Christ. 
N. T. unfolds a revelation of wrath, not less terrible than the Old. 
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Solemn tones of troth §ttr<uit^ rather than re^l the multitude. 
No pulpits attract more than those, proclaiming the law in Uyve. 
Teachers of a God of mercy, without justice, find thin churches. 
John's severity to sinners, marked with humility towards Christ. 
Warned. Forewarned, None perish innocent. Bom. ii. 15. 
Tou. Emphatic. Denotes mrprite at such a class coming. 
Wrath.. No motives as strong as those of the Bible. 
To come. " The mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceedingly 
smalL" 



* ^xXoCi oonfued erowd. ^^ftoCi regnlar asflembly, Oemdm. ifvkd. gBereOj ghe 
a glimpse at onytbixig, Alexander, 



8. Bring forth therefore fndU worthy of repentance^ and begin not to tag witHin 
yotareeUfiit We heme Abraham to oar Father : for I tag tmto you, That Qod i» oMe of 
iheee etonee to raite up children tmto Abraham, 

Bring forth. Gr. a continual habit, not a single act. 

limits. Humility, patience, faith, love, equity, mercy. 

Profession without fruit only sears the conscience. 2 Oor. iy. 2. 

<* The talk of the lips only tendeth to penury." Pro. xiv. 23. 

** Herein is My Father glorified that ye bear much fruit." Jo. xv. 8. 

Repentance, always accompanied by faith, if genuine. See Notes. 

Luke iii. 8. 
The theme of all troe ministers in every age. Mark i. 15. 
" Godly sorrow,** leading to reformation, forsaking forms. Acts xx. 21. 
Sincerity, " a broken heart and contrite spirit." Psa. li. 17. 
Motives to repentance found in, 1. Divine precepts. 2. Penalty. 8. 

Promises. 
Delays, dangerous, Time may fail, or Spirit's aid be refused. Jo. iii. 27. 
Habits axe formed. Jer. xiii. 23. The toiU inefficient. Jo. vi. 44. 
The flower of existence spent in sin ; blind and lame, a meg» wreck, 

brought at last to God. Gal. vi. 10. 
Begin. John anticipates their stereotyped objections. Matt. xii. 25. 
To say. Secret thoughts are heard on earth, and in heaven. Prov. 

xzi. 2. Luke ii. 35. 
Witliin. Conscience stung is (uhamed to speak out. Ps. xiv. 1. 
Abraham. Life and character. Luke L 55. See Notes. 
rather. Phazisees taught that no child of Abraham could peziih. 
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His name nsed as a shield to turn aside the arrows of imth. 

Ties of blood, ancestral piety, or rites of Chnrch, eannot save. 

Abraham^s bloody withont bis faith j will avail only to condemn. 

Church of Lather, Calvin, Knox, Granmer, Whitfield, 

Can give the nnrenewed no passport to heaven. 

Paul in the pulpit wonld perish, if Paul were not in Chriit 

God able. No one can limit His sovereignty, and be innocent. Ftt. 

Ixxviii. 41. 
Stones. Jews always angry at any allasion to the caUing of the GenHieu 

Lnke iv. 28. 
Qod is not tied to succession in the Church. 

There is a Successor without a church, and a church without Succession. 
They forgot that the calling of the Jews was an aet of Sovereign grace. 



TLarspa As Members of tlie Theoeraoy by btrth saul drewndrion, Lanffe, \iOtt9 
Donbtfnl, if aUnsion to Gentiles, OUhau$en. To original oreation oiit of dust. Ooitene^ 
Gentiles -wonhlpped stones, Clemens. Hearts hard as stone, Jerome^ Ironical, Light- 
foot 



9. And now also the axe it laid unto the root of the trees : every tree ther^ore which 
Iningeth not forth good fruit is hevm down and east into the fire. 



\. Anciently of Hafc/u?t-shape, and tied with thongs to the handle. 
Emblem of Divine justice, ever suspended over barren souls. 
Ye long for national deliverance, beware of national judgment*. 
Jewish nation, the tree ; the Bomans, the axe. 
Is laid. Hebraism ; the present for future, intensifies the sense. Jo. 

iii. 18. 
He passes from possibility to certainty of coming wrath. 
In salvation's business, an hour lost, may peril all, for eternity. 
God's patience, though infinite, to sirmers, has its limits. 
What Justice lays at the root, Mercy leaves still lying there. 
At the root. Not the useless branches lopped, such warning is ended. 
Points to a judgment of extermination in the case of the incorrigible. 
AnnihihUion of the wicked, a dream, not found in Scriptures. 
Svery tree. No class of high, or low, impenitent individuals, excepted. 
Bringeth. not. Sentence against the barren tree. Pro. i. 24. 
1. Surely expected. 2. Perfectly justified. 3. Still to be avoided. 
Good finiit. God and men expect fruit from toil. 1 Cox. ix. 7. 

g2 
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Hewn. No height, nor value can save. ** God no respecter of persons.** 
Cast. The fierceness and strength of Ahnighty justice. 
Fire. The t3rpe of earth's most exquisite conception of agony. 
Brambles in valleys, cedars of Lebanon on ** the mount of God." 
Ko fruitless soul, however exalted in mercies, will be spared. 



10. And the people asked him, aaying, WJuU sh4M Wfe do then f 

People. Promiscuous crowds of the dwellers drawn by curiosity. 
What. Boused consciences^ proves John's power as a preacher. 
Honest hearted ones among them, gave up their hope in Abraham. 
Do. The greatest of all questions. "How shall man be just? Ac." 

Job ix. 2. 
The soul convinced of sin always first thinks of an atonement, Mic. vi. 7. 
The young ruler. Moik x. 17. The jailor. Acts xvi. 30. Naoman, 

2 Kings, V. 13. 
Heathen pour out iheir treasures and hlood to atone for sm. 
With painful earnestness they ask, *^Who will show us any good?" 

Psa. iv. 6. 



5xXo(, Creteng, Folk, Embrodng Fhariaeefl And Baddnoees, Stier. Lnko obtained 
IMurtienlani of Johxi'g prcaehing firom imkoown Bonrces, Ooetenee. ** JVhat ehall tee do f 
A qiMBtion ohAracterlatie of a boiU aeekixig salvation. Acts ii. 87, Bengel. 



11. He anewereth and eaith unto them. He that haXh two coats, let him impart to him 
that hath none ; and he that hath meat^ let him do likewise. 

Two. Ascetics deemed it religion to have but one coat. 

Ck>at8. Luke vi. 29. Gr. tunic. At first, was worn next the skin. See 

Notes. 
Impart. Jews then sadly failed in the grace of cJiarity, 
Fanaticism bums out all kindness from the soul. 
Sin ever supremely selfish, repelling all claims of mercy. Isa. v. 8. 
Covetousness, the thirst of (kvottfin^yirf, self-love, thirsty as earth for 

rain. 

Avarice, selfishness hoarding^ — ^prodigality, the same, indulging. 
A religion without charity, is not from above. Matt. xvi. 24. 
Veat. Gr. Any solid food, as flesh or vegetables. 
Joh&*8, morality external. Jesus bouud the itmer life. 
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18. TKen eame alto jwMieaiw to he baptised, and taid unto him, Master, wkol thatt 
wedot 

Publicans. Or. Tax-gatherers, infamoTU with Jews and Greeks. 

Taxes were fanned out to Boman nobility, and they underlet to others. 

Hated by the Jewish nation as the tools ol 9k foreign heathen power. 

Despised as far meaner than pagans. 

Paid a fixed sum to Borne, and extorted for themselyes. 

Their cupidity made lawful taxes extremely oppressive. 

Exceedingly rapacious, the burden was an intolerable grievance. 

As officers of Borne, called traitors to their oountiyi and to their God. 

Bigidly excluded from temple, synagogue, and court. 

Nevertheless, the most forlorn and desjased of humanity desire to reach 

heaven. 
Our Saviour himself classed them with harlots. Matt. xxi. 31. 
In parable of the publican. He selects the veriest outcasts of men. 
In selecting this abhorred caste for apostles, He enraged the Jews. 
None but the most reckless Jews dare assume the office. 
Vespasian wrote on Sabinus' monument, ** honest publican." 
Under lawful business direst evils have been inflicted. 
Baptized. The histoiy, object and mode. Luke iii. 16. See Notetu 
Master. G. Tea>cher. Instruction the work of the ministiy. 
Publicans shew more respect than any other class, Bengel. 



Ti **wlhaltJ* How shall we show the genoiiienesB fA our repentanoe, BHer. 



18. And he said unto them, Sxaet no more than thaJt whieh is appointed you, 

Zixact. The nation condemning the office, John sanctums it. 
He requires none of them to leave their lawful calling. 
But to honor the king, and serve their God. 1 Peter, ii. 17. 
Obedience to CsBsar ; but to avoid oppressmg the people. 
Defrauding government, is thought quite a venial offence. 
Corporate members at times perform actions, which no one singly oould 
satisfy his conscience in doing. 



ciarer. amngiiig for a le^y. vpatr, to extort, as >y the baetizuido. la Turkey all 
cilasses now try to oonoeal their means. The rich hve like beggan to avoid ertoitloiit 
Ckeardin, 
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14. And the toldUr Hkewi$e demanded of Mm, eajfingy And what ekall we dot And 
he eaid unto tkemf Do violence to no nuinf neither aecuee any faUely ; and be eontemi 
wUh yowr waget. 

Soldiers. Jews enlisted as auxiliaries under Xerxes, Alexander, 

Pompepj AntiocMtSt Demetritu, and the Ptolemies, 

If soldiers Gentile, John would have forbidden idolatry. 

War presents great obstacles to soldiers' religions interests. 

The state Tmist be defended, but not with the price of souU. 

But for the lawless, ciyil mlers were a useless burden. 

Violence. Ancient soldiers were defiant to friends and foes. 

Quartered on families, insolent and licentious spies. 

Ifan J in the British and American armies have been burning and shfaing 

lights. 
Christianity will remove the cause of all war on earth. 
Accuse. Gr. act the sycophant; a flatterer, or busy informer. 
Wag^es. Gr. Fish eaten with bread ; rations, then, soldiers pay. 
Boman soldiers, first paid in barley and sal4 fish. 
Three oboli (cents) per day, at times they slew their leaders, for wages* 
A warning against mutiny, which is a sin against God. 



crpariv. Men going to battle. Herod's anny passing at that Ume, BiUr, itatnu 
Intimidate, Brown, Pat in fear, skake by yiolenoe, Major. Bnllying chaiacier of all 
half civilized troops. Soldiers noted for rapine, Taeittu, Juvenal. SVKO^. An informer 
against those who exported figs in Athens contrary to law. Potter, Ant. rAinwmt^to 
under pretence of law, Gen. xliii. 18, Sept., Bengel. LayTexations charges of disafleotioiit 
Ayitrd. 6\putv, First eaten with bread, used for that which bays bread, Jtfi^or. 



IS. And « the fte^.e-vsere In ewptetoHon, and aU men mueed in their hearts o/JoJmt 
whether He were the Ghritt, or not, 

Expectation. The wonders of John^s birth, and Christ's, the cause. 

Daniers seyenty weeks were expiring. The sceptre seemed departing. 

An the great lines of prophecy conyerging. 

A corrupt nation needed, and cried loudly for a Beformer. 

Society thoroughly sick of life, and wearied with hope. Anything that 

Mnted of a change was welcomed by all. 
All men. Geseral terms, but confined to Palestine. 
Mused. Gr. pondered. Faithful ministers arouse the mind. 
Unrenewed world strives to remain thoughtless. Isa. i. 8. 
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John. Luke i. 13. Ohriat. Luke ii. 11. Heb. and Gr. Anointed. Luke 

ix. 20. See Notes. 
Had John oome in grandeur, all would have welcomed him. 
His moral Btriotness, deeply impressed the multitude. 
His retiring modesty, proves his moral greatness. Acts xLy. 15. 
By John ; Christ was now standing and knocking at the door. 



'Whether ke hitnulf might be^ <te. Implies they ooold hardly beliete it, yet coold not 
help ukiiig. Whether, &o.? Brown. Phaziaees generally rejected John's baptism, 
Andrew. The fact of their thinking thas of John, shows, that the coarse idea otf 
Messiah's temporal gloxy had not yet taken root, BengeU 



10. John antweredf tayirtg vnto them all, I indeed baptiMe you wiflb water; but one 
mightier than I eomsth, the latehet of whose ehoee I am not worthy to unloote : he ehall 
baptiMe you with the Holy Ohoit and with fire. 

Answered. A deputation from the Sanhedrim had inquired. Jo. i. 19. 

Baptize. Luke iii. 3. Water can only cleanse the flesh. See Notes. 

It marks the Intimate connection between AUmement and SancHJication, 

Mightier, in name, nature, wisdom, power and aims. 

Superior to John. 1. Sinless. 2. Office. 3. Miracles. 4. Baptism. 

Note an infinite chasm between Christ and His holiest minister. 

Latehet, to unloose, office of a servant, the guest entering the house. 

Shoes. Gr. XJnderhound. Sandals, then universally worn. 

Made of leather or wood, bound to the feet by a thong, or latehet. 

Of interlaced palm leaves, or papyrus stalks. 

Sandals in Egyptian tombs, and in Turkey, highly ornamental. Sol. 
Song. 7. 1. 

** To loose a sandal,*' was to enter a house or temple. Jos. y. 15. 

" To bind them,'* was to prepare for a journey. Acts zii. 8» 

Unloosed by the seller, and given to the Imyer, of real estate. ButU !▼. 7« 

Slaves went barefoot. Prodigal thus had sunk, Luke xv. 22. 

The rich, when mourning, also went barefoot. Is. xx. 2-4. 

Boman soldiers had shoes, soles covered with naiU, Deut. zzxiii. 25. 

John's humility, contrasts with the lofty views of the people. 

One word, could have enlisted thousands with him. 

Worthy. He retires into the back ground, and rejoices in his abase- 
ment. 

Unloosed, especially at baths, and borne by newly bought slayes* 
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Baptize. Luke iii. 3. See Notes. Jesus baptized no one, but mth His 

Spirit. Jo. iv. 2. 
Holy Ghost. Lnke i. 15. Third Person in the Adorable Trinity. 
Fire. Baptism foretold. Is. iv. 4. Jer. y. 14. Pentecost. Acts il. S. 
Tranefoims a cold iron mass, into its own glowing nature. 
The Spirit transforms the sonl, into image of Love and Light. 
Fire, chosen emblem of Jehovah in His manifestations. 
Examples. Flaming Cherubim, Gen. iii. 24. Bnming lamp, Gen. xv. 17. 
Burning bush, Ex. iii. 2. Divine Majesty, Ex. xix. 18. Wrath, Num. 
\ xi. 2. 
Angel, Jud. xiii. 20. Mount Carmel, 1 Kings xviii. 38. Sacrifice, 

£iX. XXX. <7. 
Consuming, 2 Kings i. 10. Chariots, 2 Kings ii. 11 ; vi. 17. 
Cloven tongues, Acts ii. 3. Mai. iii. 2. God's Wordi Jer. xxiii. 29. 
Baptism of the Spirit, 1, of Truth to enlighten us. 2, of Power to renew. 

3, of Grace to comfort. 4, of Love to unite. 



Mightier J diSered from Ghrist in cictidentahj not enentiaU, Spanheim. Differed •■ 
water and fire, Quesnel. "Fire" The Holy Ghost, Eraamugy JBroum, Alexander. 
Judgment, Oostertee. Panishment, De Wette. Perdition, Neander^ Lange^ Meyer, 
Origen. Triumph of the new life. Olthatuffn. Tongues of fire, Ebrard. DiseriminAtiiig 
work of John, Kendriek. As regards beUeyers, the fiery power of the Spirit. As regard! 
the unrepentixig, fire of wrath, T<»rse 17, Bengel. " Cometh.** His personal acqnaintanee 
with Jesus was by no means certain, EwaZd, EUicott. Contrary opinion, A\ford. 



"9 

17. Wliosefan is in his handf and he will thoroughly purge Us floor^ and will gather 
the wheat into hie gamer; but the chaff he wiU bum with fire unqu,enelMble, 

Fan. A fork or shovel, for flinging the groin in the wind, means a 

judicial fan, 
1. The thresher and the fan. 2. Wheat and the bam. 3. Chaftand the fire. 
Hand. Implies a readiness, a warning to His foes. 
Purge. Gr. through and through i.e. from end to eud. 
Either separate chafi from the grain, or gather the grain. 
Moor. Gr. a circUy a spot, where grain is trodden by oxen. 
Visible church will be thoroughly purified, sooner or later. 
In life we are in the fields in judgment on ike floor. 
Temple, type of the church, built on Araunah's floor. 2 Chron. iii, 1. 
The holy, and unholy, cannot be separated by discipline. Matt, xiiii. 80. 
Gather. First the scatt-exed sheaves, then the threshed grain. 
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/ 

"Wheat. Matt. HU v>heat : {.£., worthless chaS belongs to no one. 

Oriental wheat has six or seven ears to every head. 

G-amer. Bame^ Tyndale^ any repositoiy for safe keeping. 

In Palestine, generally a place nnder ground, covered with straw., 

God, the heavenly Husbandman, Jo. xv. 1. He has Vineyards. 

Cornfields^ Shepherdst Flecks^ Herds, Wine-Press» 

Threshing-floorSf Laborers, Gamer-hoiises, and Place for burning chaff. 

Chaff. Anciently bnmed, now food for beasts. 

In the East there is no hay found for brutes. 

*• Ungodly like the chaff which the wind driveth." Ps. i. 4. 

Israel, sifted. Amos ix. 9 Incorrigible, cast off. 

Tire. Souls sustained by Gk)d, immortal in woe. 

No church without chaff. Matt. xiii. 30. No garnering the stubble. 



Fan, Sheets aze now nsed. American fan, or mill, xmlmo^m in the east. "Floor** 
Theoenu^, Lange. Messiah's Rphei^e of action, Ewald. Jndea in ideal sense, Meysr* 
Mankind, B. CruHiu. Jews, De WetU, AfffStff. Homer's favorite, unceasing, ever 
turning. With ns, cannot hum. Applied to fame, laughter, strength, flowing ocean, 
Aeschylus. Utter destruction, joined with continued conscious existence, Brown. 



18. And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people. 

Preached. Gr. Glad tidings, given as by a teoAiher, Luke L 11^« 

See Notes. 
As a preacher John was 1. Affectionate. 2. Practical. 3. Popular. 
4. Evangelical. 5. FaithfuL 6. Bold. 7. Zealous. 8. A martyr. 
He preached Christ's Kingdom 1, not of this world, but world wide. 
2, not ostentation, but truth. 8, not false peace, but true help. 
4, not of law, but salvation. 5, not demands, but grace. 
Hany. Gr. Other exhortations. Variety of subjects, as hearers needed. 



19. But Herod the tetrareh, heing reproved by him for Herodiaa his brother Philip^s 
vife, and for ail the evUs which Serod had done, 

Herod, Antipas. Luke iii. 1. A frivolous worldling, yet desired to 

see Jesus. 
Our Lord did many things, and Herod heard Him gladly. Mark vi. 2(X 
Heproved. John spared no sins, was not afraid of the king's wrath. 
1^0 time server, neglecting duty, for the favors of the throne. 
He might excuse himself with, " I am not responsible for the king." 
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<( I might lose the king's support and fmstrate my Iftbors.*' 

" I may expose myself and my disciples to danger.** &o, 

John hefore Herod. 1. A faithful preacher. 2. An innocent Tiotim. S. 

An ayenging accnser. 
The evils. Bulers amenable to the gospel pulpit. Luke zx. 25. 
Ministers unfaithful, unless, they rebuke those in high places as well as 

the poor. Lev. xix. 17. 
Herodias. Herod's niece and sister-in-law, grand daughter of Herod 

the Great. 
He forsook his beautiful wife, daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia, and 

wickedly married Herodias. Salome, her daughter by Philip, 

trained to follow in a similar course. See Matt. ziv. 6. 
Incest, murder, and adultery characterize the Herods. 



^(Aiwov, "Philip%» omitted by Tiseh. and A^ord, Bead **M$ 1m>ther's io^« 
Ood.SiiiA. 



90. Added yet this aXtove aU, that he ukut up John in prison. 

Above all. Herod's sins had already reached a fearful hei^t. 
Against light revealed, and conscience condemning. 
Licentiousness pre-eminently begets shamelessneas in the guilty. 
The soul hardens rapidly, under the fires of lust. 
In prison. Imprisoned two years before Christ began to preaeh. 
It is only mentioned before our Lord was baptised. 
God doth not reward His servants in thU world. 1 Jo. iii. 13. 
Let us take heed, if the wicked applaud us. Luke vi. 26. 
Ancient prisons, were dark cells, under palaces and castles. 
Bound to wood-blocks, sleep was difficult, ease impossible. 
" Iron entering the soul." Ps. cv. 18. Illustrated in the history, 
Of the Bridge of Sighs^ and BastileSy victims lost their sight. 
Some desperate ones begged visitors to put them to death. 
Jje Motte was in prison 54 years, another in Venice 30 years. 
The world might say " See what John hath brought upon himself." 
Christ, " See my faithful witness, great will be his reward !" Luke 
xviii. 80. 



Prison, Thus treated by Herod through envy, Josephus. TlpotrkO, added gailt ta 
SD&i, in classic use, Foots. To persecute, adds to one's sin, Benget, 
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21. Now when aU the people were hapUzedt ^ came to pau, that Jewt alio being hap- 
tijgedf andprayingt the heaven was opened, 

Tlie people. With Divine meeknesB, He waited till all was done. 
Jesus also. Circnmoised, purified, baptized, folfilla all righteoxuniess. 

Matt. iii. 15. 
Saptized. Proved it a rite of no small import. 
8ome exalt it above, others degrade it below its value. 
Others invest it with magic charms against sin. 
Divine grace is Hed to no sacrament. Luke sdii. 48. 
Praying. Thrice the Spirit descended while He prayed. 
Original Gr. hints at a specially fervent manner of prayer. 
Prayer hallowed His baptism, and choice of Apostles. Matt iii. 15. 

Luke vi. 18. 
Bennnciation of a crown. Jo. vi. 15, and His transfignration. Luke 

lz.29. 
His jonmey to Calvary, scene of Gethsemane, and the Gross itself. 
The hoar of baptism should ever be a season of prayer. 
John reverently declined. Matt. iii. 14. With 0. T. saints, he trosted 

the Messiah as his Saviour. 
His baptism, His solgmn inauguration as the Messiah. 
As Levites.were consecrated in office, by 8fprinkling\ this, the only end 

attained, as He had no sins to wash away. **^ZZ righteousness '* was 

thus carefully ''fulfilled," 
Our Lord solemnly engages thus to fulfil the entire law. 
Thongh sinless. He identified himself with penitents. 
Kot ashamed to come among a crowd of sinners. Heb. ii. 11. 
Heaven. A stupendous miracle witnessed by all. 
Ova Lord first officially made known to John. Jo. i. 81-84» 
Opened. Figure of a door. Mark, i. 10. Gr. rending. 
Prayer, a key, unlocks the treasures and doors of Heaven. 



Ghronology. In September, Lightfoot, Tradition reports a fire kindled on the 
Jordan, Justin M. Jesus incapable of regeneration. Infants being the same, are to be 
baptized, Foote. His object.— His mere eonUiet with humanity. He would eleatue^ StieTf 
Lange, Subject to death, Ehrard ; to elicit the declaration of His Messiahship, Paultu, 
Veeling of sinfulness, Baur; incompatibility of weakness of the flesh with life of the 
Spirit, Hojfman; confirm his foUowen, Amman; sanction John's baptism, Kuinoel; 
obligation to the law, Oeiander, Brown. Beforo Spirit's descent, He acted like an ordi- 
naiy Israelite, Ohhauaen. " Opened.** A violation of decorum, if in presenoe of tho 
people, Ooitersee, Only witnessed by John, Meyer, 
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S2. And the Holy Ghost descended in a hodUy shape like a Dove upon him, and a 
voice came from Heaven^ wMch $aid, Thcu art my beloved Son; in fhee I am weU 
pleased. 

Holy Ghost. Liike i. 16. Thiid Person in the adorable Trinity. See 

Notes. 
Descended. Heaven (ibove, as opposed to earth and its impuritiei. 
Bodily, &c. No vision, aotnal form of a dove was seen. 
Dove. Its character. Lake ii. 24. See Notes. 
It rendered Tisible, spiritual union of the Son and Spirit. 
Symbolized purity, peacefulTiesSf and meekness. 
Upon. Hence the Church lays on its hands in consecrating acts. 
A voice. Andible, pointing ont The Son. 
Beloved. God Himself gives this title. Eternal Sonship. 
The nearness of relation, and infinite love, are noted. 
Pleased. Gr. Delight. The ineffable complacency of the Father. 
<* Mine Elect in whom mt soul deliohteth." Isa. xlii. 1. 
The Etebnal Godhead of Christ, alone explains such words 
Son. 1. By eternal generation. 2. Miracnloos conception. 
8. By special consecration. 4. By resTurection and enthronement. 
Doctrine of the Trimie God here exemplified. 
The Father speaks. The Son acknowledged. The Spirit descends. 



"BodUfff dove," Flame, like Shechinah, Major. Bay of light, gently, swiftly, 
erenly. Jews did not regard dore, emblem of the Spirit, Oostereee. Undulating light, 
Milman, Its rapidity, FriUuehe. Parity, Olshaueen, Creative power, B. Crutiue. 
Folness of life, Lan^tf. A chance dove, Paulue. A meteor, Meyer. Lightning, Kn4w>eL 
Bwift flight, Neander. Straight conrse, Winer. A vision, Origen^ De Wette. A real 
dove, Augustine. Go to the Jordan and see the Trinity^ Augtutine agt. Mareion, 
Trinity first diatinetly revealed, Lange. Sacrificial use of the dove, Coeeeius. Actual 
fact as recorded in the fozm of a dove, Alexander, Brown. Lnke's account concise, wholly 
independent of the others, records three additional particulars, 1. AU the peoj^ had 
"been baptizedbefore the Lord^s baptism, 2. He was praying at the time of the descent of 
the Spirit. 8. The Spirit appeared in abodily torm^Alford. {EdJ^ Xiyova,, cancelled, 7He- 
ehendoff, Oosterzee. Omitted, Cod, Sina. ro rrptv. article, definite with emphaeis, 
Middleton. ayawfir^Ct more expressive ihnai only-begotten of Homer, ifu^oc^t 
the Hme of assuming the Messiahship, — aorist. Viger. 



38. And Jetus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli. 

Jesus, His spiritual name. Christ, His official name. Had other 
names, Second Adam, 1. Cor. xy. 45. Advocate, 1. Jo. ii. 1. Amen, 
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Bey. iii. 14. Higli Priest, Heb. iii. 1. Author of our faith, Hcb. 

zii. 2. Bishop, 1. Peter, ii. 25. Bread, Jo. yi. 33. Brightness, Heb. 

•1. 3. Captain, Heb. ii. 10. Door, Jo. x. 7. Firstborn, Col. i. 18. 

Forerunner, Heb. yi. 20. Foundation, 1. Cor. iii. 11. Heir, Heb. 

i. 2. Hope, 1. Tim. i. 1. Judge, Acts z. 42. King, Luke xix. S3. 

Lamb, Jo. i. 29. Light, Jo. yiii. 12. Lord, Acts x. 36. Master, 

Matt, xxili. 10. Mediator, 1. Tim. ii. 5. Nazarene, Matt. ii. 23. 

Fassoyer, 1. Cor. y. 7r Besuirection, Jo. xi. 25. Shepherd, Jo. x. 11. 

Beloyed, Matt. xvii. 5. Teacher, Jo. iii. 2. Way, Truth, Life, 

Jo. xiy. 6. Vine, Jo. xy. 1. Bright and Morning Star, Bey. xxii. 16. 

,&c. 
Began. Befers to the commencement of His ministry. 
Thirty. The time priests entered on official seryice. Num. iy. 85. 
Joseph stood before Pharaoh, and Dayid began to reign, at thirty. 
He patiently conceals himself about thirty years. 
Ko ministi7 could haye been more useful or necessary. 
The silence and humility of His quiet labor, instructiye. 
Beventy-fiye generations extend through 4000 years. 
Ko liying monarch's line extends over a thmuand years. 
Isin^ B. C. burned Chinese Becords, and 460 scholars, that his dynasty* 

should seem onCf from the beginning, to the end of time. 
Manfs genealogy in Luke, Joseph's giyen in Matt. 
Writing for Jews, Matt, traced Christ to Abraham, 
Luke for Jew and Gentile, traced Him to Adam. 
Luke's record ascending, Matt.'s, descending ancestral line. 
From Dayid to Babylonian Cap. Luke giyes 21 ; Matt. 14 names. 
The hope of ancestral relation to the promised Messiah, preservecl 

jealously these family records of the Jews. Luke i. 55. 
Joseph. Luke i. 27. Biblical notices. Hell. The legal father of Joseph. 



Apxfuvotr, of His ministiy, JusHn, Euthfin., Bengel, De Wette, Meyer, OUhausen, 
Alford, Tieehendorf, Ootteruee, Brottm. His thirtieUi year, CaJmn, QroHue, Besa, W. 
d IT. E. y. WS8 about ihirfy, Origen, BoBemnuUer, Doddridge, About Vi, Vogelf 
83, AUin, Lardner; 88, Paultu, Maeknight. ** Suppoted,** belieyed, BengeU 
*^SeliJ* The genealogies of Luke and Matt, are harmonized; 1. By each one from 
David to iToseph having hoo namee. 2. Joseph's mother marrying twice, son of one by 
birth, son of the other l}y adoption. The two records, those of these two fathers, lioka 
traces the line throtigh Hell, and not throTigh Jacob, Julius 4/HeaHiM, A. D. 290. This 
makes Christ's descent from David not through Joteph, but Mary, 8. Mary, an heiress, 
taanied in her own tribe, her husband assuming her fiither's name. Neh. viL 68. 
I. Uaxy the daughter of Heli. An unsolved difficulty, Alford, Meyer. Luke's veoord of 



/ 



{ 
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llaxyf and Matt.*8 of Joseph, Bengtlf LigHfooty Bale, Majors Lange, OoBterzee, OIsAok- 
$€Ht Ebrard, Anciently both were thonsht Joseph's. Otbets xnaka Matt's the reifoi 
desoent from Solomon. Others, natarol descent throng Mftthan from David, MiU, 
JtUieott Jewish records burned by Herod, Euaebiua quoting Apoezyphsl Gospel of 
Jainet. Questioned by Oatterzee. Heli, It is maintained by Lord A. Hervey, the latest 
iuTestigator of the genealogy of Christ, that Heli was the real broths cA Jacob the father 
of the Virgin herself . Bd. 



Si. Which woM the son o/liattkaf, which 100* the son of XmH, wMoIk ipos the son 0/ 
Melchif vfhich too* the son o/Janna^ which was the son ofJoteph, 

86. Which vaa the son of Mattathiast which wa$ the son of Amoi, whieh wa$ the son 
qfNaum, which wa» the son ofEtli, whieh wa$ the son ofNaggc* 

98. Which wa» the son ofMaath, whieh wot the son of Mattaihia^, which wa» the bob 
ofSemei, which wa$ the son ofjoteph, which wa» the son ofjMda, 

S7. Which was the son of Joanna^ which waa the son of JBfc««a, whieh woe the son qf 
ZorobaJfcl, which wa$ the s<m ofSalathlel, which wa$ the son ofVeH, 

28. Which woe the son ofMclchi, which waa the son of AdM, which woe the son </ 
Coeatiif which waa the son ofElmodamt which w(U the son ofEr, 



fiaSdn for fuodaft. Laehnuinnf Tiaehendorf. 



29. Which waa the son cfJose, whieh waa the son of ElieseTf which waa the son qf 
Jorim, which waa the son of MaWuit, whieh wot the son of Levi, 

80. WlUch IPOS the son of Simeon, whieh waa the son of Judo, which weu the son tf 
Josepit, which waa the son qf Jbnan, whieh waa the son ofEliakim, 

8L Which Waa the son ofMelea^ which waa the son of Menan, which wot the son ^ 
Mattatha, which waa the son ofNatlian, whieh waa the son ofDatHd, 

Bavdd. Life and histoiy. Luke i. 27. No caviller ever denied Jesns 
being of David's line. 

Had both these genealogical records perished, we have the poaitiye decla- 
ration of the Holy Ghost. Luke i. 32. 35. 

Naturally and legally his son and heir. Acts ii. 30; xiii. 28. Bom. i. 8; 
2. Tim. ii. 8. 

A royal bearing given to His worda, deeds, and even silence. 

Bright and morning star, yet root and offspiing of David. Bev. zzii. 16. 



tHivva lot tUdlvav, Laekmantu 
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82. WMeh wot iha son of JeM«» tohieh vaa the wm of Ched, wHeh wm the aon qf 
SooSf vhieh w<u the son of SalmoUf whUh vmu the son 0/ ^ooMon. 

88. TTTkic^ wot the son 0/ ^miimdaft, wMeft uhu the gon 0/ Aram, viMe\ was th« tOB 
4tfE9romj voMeh teat the sou t;^ JPImu^m, tbhieh wob the son of Judo. 



rov 'Apdfi~A^(iecy, TUchendorf. 



84. TFMtf^ VMM the son 0/ Jaeob, which wot the son 0/ laaact which wot the wm tif 
Abraham, which zoo* the son of Thara, which 7va» the 8<hi of Nachor, 

Abraham. Lnke i. 55. Life and character. See Notes. 



85. Which wa$ the son of BarucK, which wo* the son ofBagau, which wa$ the son ttf 
PhaUc, which wot the son of Heber, which was the ton of Saia, 

88. Which wat the non'of Cainan, which w<u the son ofArphamad, wl^h wot the son 
•of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which wa» the son of Lameeh, 



" Cq^nanJ' Not in original Heb. bat in Septnagint, translated b.c. 800. Several 
iheories : 1. Lake copies, bat does not endorse the record. 2. Name omitted in the Heh. 
text by the translators' error, Alford. S. It crept into the Greek of Lnke by transcribers' 
«nor, Idghtfoot. Neither Moses nor Luke wrote it, Spanheim, By mistake copied from 
Ter. 87, Bochart. By the seventy, Qrotitu. Before Lake's time, Uther. Septaagint 
more leliahle than Heb., MiU. Lake hod access to onrevealed O. T. Hist., Oxford. 
Ganeelled, Besa. Betained, Bengel. Retained, Cod. Alex. Omitted, God. Cant. Kaiva/i 
<Jod. VaL and Cod. 8ina. Tisehendorf. Noe, Lake xvii. 26. See Notes. 



87. Which was the son of MathiuaXa, which was the son cf Bnoehf which wat the son 
4>f Jaredj which wat the son of Maleteel, which was the Son of Cainan. 

DCetliuselahy died the year of the deluge, 969 years of age, oldest of men 
Gen. V. 27 

88. Which wat the son of Ejiot, which wat the son of Beth, which w€U the son of Adam^ 
which was the son of Ood. 

Of AcLaniy by creation, of God, by eternal generation. 
He disdains not to be numbered among mortals. 
His low appearance, and exalted dignity. 1. His Person. 
IS. His work. 8. His Kingdom. 4. His Fatnre. 
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SonofCkML First Adam, and Jesus the Second Adam, both sons 

of God. 
Genealogy with respect to redemptioii. 

1. Adam, head and representatiye of humanity, needs redemption. 

2. Christ, His greatness, who nndertakes redemption. 
8. The gloiy of God, who ordains redemption. 

"What shortlived being is man, 75 generatunu have come and gone. 
How little we know of their glory or shame. 
Their joys, sorrows, hopes, fears, cares and plans ! 
This dying state, made a living one, ihronght Christ. Jo. ziv. 19. 
All things are of God through Christ, by Christ all things are restored 
to God..—Bengel. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1. AND Jenu bdng fiM of the Holy Oho$t returned from Jordan^ and wot led 5y 
tke Spirit into the wHdemeee. 

Jesus. Luke i. 81. See critical Notes. 

Full of the Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life. 

Holy Ghost. The Third Person in the Adorable Trinity. 

Lnke i. 85. See Notes. 
Setumed. Having been baptized by John. * Luke iii. 21. 
Jordan. Luke iii. 3. See Notes. 
lied. By an extraordinary, but not miracnlons impulse. 
Those led into temptation by the Spirit, will also be led out. 1 Cor. z. 18. 
He did not seek the conflict, nor shun its violence. 
Led not into unknown restdts, bat for special purposes. 
Spirit. Not His own, but the Spirit of God. John iii. 84. 
Wilderness. The exact spot unknown ; it was far from human aid. 

Luke i. 80. 
The Divine Victim was prefigured by the scape-goat. Lev. xvi. 22. 
Adam's fall changed Paradise into a wilderness. 
Jesus' victory changes a wilderness into a Paradise. 
A monkish delusion that cities alone expose to temptation. 



" Woe led by the Spirit,^ Vy^rOt wag Oftzried, X^Woot', ineaistibly led, OotterMee, 
Katt. avnX^Vi vfoe brought up. Mark, CK/3aXXl(» puUeth him forth, i^e., iba Spirit 
hurriethf or driveth him ; In each case the ETangeUstattiibates the impeUing agenoy to 
'the Holy Oho$t, not to Satan. Dr. A. Clarhe. tv, into the Tery midst. Major. "io<{« 
dernees." Supposed scene called Qoarantaria in memozy of the forty days, Kitto. A 
ro<^, perpendicnlar, and nearly as high as Gibraltar, Thompeon: 1200 or 1600 feet 
high, BobinBon. Scene, east of Jordan, Stanley. Lofty, naked peak, overlooking Jor- 
dan and Dead Sea, Lightfoot, Lange, Ooeterzee, Major, Arabian deserts, QreeweU^ 
JJtford, ri) kprjftbtf Cod. Sina., Alford, Milton's Paradise Regained founded on this 
Temptation Scene. 



S. Being forty days tempted of the deviU And in those days he did eat nothing: 
emd when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 

Forty days. Time of the Deluge coming. Time Moses and EHjah 
fasted. 
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Goliath dared the armies of Israel forty days, Bsuifell the last. 
Ezekiel eommanded to lie on his right side, forty days. Ezekiel iy. 6. 
The time Jesns fasted, not the duration of the conflict. 
EcLoalled by the forty days of victory in his life, after His resurrection. 
Tempted. Gr. Tested, as metals by fire, and of standard ptirity. Lnke 

God thus tries. Gen. xzii. 1, but never tempts f i.e., entices to sin. 
Jas. i. 18. 

8atan*s means are wiles, darts, snares, depths, deceivableness, &c. 

He darkens the mind, perverts judgment, excites pride, envy, malice, &e. 

Seasons of great mercies, are often followed by severe trials. 

Pirates assault freighted vessels, letting empty ones pass. 

Abrahamr David, Peter, and Paul, illustrations. 

Ohrist's entire life a conflict with the enemy. 

First Adam overcome in a garden. Second Adam conquers in a desert. 
Heb. iv. 15. 

The Divine Awarder ot prizes. Himself among the vfrestlers. 

He who crowns His saints, Himself crowned Victor. 

The most remarkable scene described in Scriptures. 

The Almighty Son, meeting the foe, face to face, in trial. 

He attacks human corruption at its root, by subduing Satan. 

Idea of redemption^ presupposes bondage to a foreign power. 

First and second Adam, were tempted from zpithout. 

But Satan could not appear under a mask to Christ. 

Satan's ordinary daily assaults on us, a, perfect mystery. 

How he tempted Jesus, must for the present, be one also. 

Devily the slanderer, Mark calls him Satan, the adversary, chapt. i. 18. 
Matt, emphatieally designates him the tempter, chap. iv. 8. 

Ghief ot fallen angels, he has raised himself "to this bad pre-eminence.'* 

A gigantic intellect without goodness, mind without love. 

Variously described in Holy Scripture ; each name sets forth some phase 
of character or work ; as — 

"A murderer," John viii. 44., "god of this world," 2. Cor. iv. 4., 
"prince of the power of the air," Ephes. ii. 2., "wicked one," 
1. John V. 16., " roaring lion," 1. Peter v. 8., " angel of light to 
deceive," 2. Cor. zi. 14., "liar," John viii. 44., Beelzebub," Matt. 
xLi. 24., "Belial," 2. Cor. vi. 16., "tormentor," Matt, xviii. 84., 
" accuser of our brethren," Rev. xii. 10., "leviathan," Isa. xxvii. 1. 
" Apollyon," Rev. ix. 11. " dragon and olA serpent," Rev. xiL 9. 
"lightning," Luke x. 18., "wolf," John x. 12., "fowler," Psalm 
xci. 80., " dog," Psabn xxii. 16., " adder." Psalm xci. 18. &o. 

His attempts to defeat only advance God's designs in the end. 
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Sat. Jewish ensioms at their meals. Luke vii. 36. See Notes. 
He doubtless knew that Christ had left heaven. 
^e had witnessed the Lord's baptism and miracle. 
Bnccess over the first Adam, assured Him of a yiotozy over the Second, 
He had robbed us of Paradise^ why not rob Jesus of His crovmf 
Whom will the yanquisher of Job, David, Peter, spare now? 
False teachers never warn men of Satan's power and malice. 
The Scriptures abound with exhortations, to be on our guard. 
Nothing. A miracle. No one has survived hunger eighteen days. 
Hungered. Divine aid withdrawn, proves His humanity. 
Beasts. Marki. 13. Adds terror,, and aggravates the horrors, of the 
scene. 



"Forty dayc." Temptations began at their end, Fu^ofe, Pearee, Major. IBUaao 
dfiiiTes her Lent from iMa tact. The Chnzch of Christ admits no such institationa as 
obligatory. Ghains of superstition oling to Bome's oonverts, even Quemel makes Jesus 
do peiianeei Tradition makes Adam's trial 40 days, Andrews, ircipa^ov., to make 
proof oir trial of; tompf, soUeU to evil. Scribes and Pharisees, instruments, Lange, 
Our Lord's temptation, a myth, Sirauu, of notoriotu reputoHon, A Parable, SchUer- 
maeher. External, but in symbolical language, BoMnmuZItfr, Kvinoelt BengeL A 
fision of Satan, Origen^ Ols/iausen, Huebner. A vision of Ood, Farmer. Ordinary 
vork of the imagination, PauliUf Qratz. (Bationalists.) Homing dream like Solomon's, 
Meyer. Conflict in His mind, Eiehhom Inward act, objectiLvely described, XJUman, 3ym- 
bolical picture of His inner life, Neander. Ascribed after Oriental manner to Satan, 
Oostersee. Evidently supernatural, and narrative ol^eetively hittoriealt Alford. Tempter 
deceived in the assault, Gregory of Nysaa. Personal agency of Satan, Ellieott. The 
hint, this was the Lord's own ihoughtSf as impious, as absurd, Alexander. Assumed the 
form of anongel of light. Seeker, Brown. Partly visible, the rest by description, Bengel^ 
JUsBander. Satan assumed form of an aged pilgrim, Doddridge. A discourse changed 
hj tradition, Norton, o itafidXac. ** The Slanderer,** (slanderers are the children 
of the devil). Satan regarded as a superstitious being in the dark ages, Uke elvet and 
fairiee ; priests represented him as a merry creature, or a fawn, Hag., Hie. Doe., vol. 2, 
p. 527. An Oriental figure, Unitarian*, Swedenborgiane. An evil principle co-ordinate 
with God, Dr. Clarke, B. Franklin, Devils supposed to be the souls of the damned, 
Joeephm. The time of the teAiptaticm thought by Lightfoot to have been September. 
The tempter visible to Our Lord, and to Paul also, 2. Cor. zii. 7, Lightfoot. Jesus un- 
eonsoious of the Divine Aid during this conflict, Olshausen, Satan's assaults denied, 
heeauso we are tmconscious of them, PauUu, But this argument would ezoludfi Qod 
from the human soul. The Avihor, **I, Satan felL" "Thou, the Son mayest fall too,? 
Stisr, ^(rnpov, "itftmoarde," oanoeUed, Tiechendorf, Alford, Oostersee, Omitted, Ood, 
Sina, 



9, And the devil taid umto kirn, Jff tkou be th« Son of Ood, command fhii ftone that ii 
ttmade bread. 

H Thou. Either doubt your Sonship, or prove it by a miracle. 
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He tries hard to make believers doubt their adoption. 

Son. Jesus, common name. Christ, official. Son. His filial name. 

Luke i. 85. 
Father of lies unintentionally a witness for the truth. 
Temptations in the O.T., and m the N.T., begin by doubts being insinuated. 
Coznmand. Ironically ; appealing to His hunger and confidence. 
Stone. Wicked trying to convert stone to bread, oft change bread into 

stone. 
Satan in temptations, often offers sUynes to the hungry. 
Bread. Materials, baking, &c. Luke vii. 33. See Notes. 
" If God be Thy Father, He hath forgotten Thy wants." 
The sin not one of gluttony, but distrusting Providence. 
The Hebrews* sin, questioning his willingness to relieve them. Exod. 

zvi. 3. 
The Lord had meat the world knew not of. John. iv. 82. 
The world prepares magical manna for its devotees, in the wilderness. 
Its origin, wicked devices. Its character, selfish gratification. 
Its guilt and poverty in the inner and outer man. 



" Command^^ &c. As if to say, Thoa art hmtgry, how onworfhy the Son of God I 
l^he^ bee HajBeit from this veakneas and want. Else no man win believe thee, Dt 
Wette, The tempter atdmowledgee the Son of God to be omnipotent, BengeL IMstmit 
Divine Providence, and make use of onlawfol means to supply thy wants, Dr. A. Clarke, 



4. And Jetut amwered him. Baying, It i» written. Thai man ehaXl not live ly bread 
oAone, Imt 5y enery word of Qod. 

Answered. He often replied to the secret thoughts ol men. 
He might have hurled him back to the prison of despair. 
But His every word and deed, for the instruction of the church. 
Written. Materials, manner, antiquities. Luke i. 63. See Notes. 
First quotation refutes false doctrines, second false interpretation« 
Third false authority. Faith transforms bread into manna. 
Eve rightly repelled the Tempter with ** The Lord said." 
From His birth to His death, He ever recurs to " The Word." 
Iiive. ** Life hid with Christ in God,** alone true life. Col. iii. 8. 
Alone. Gives great Ireadth to the fourth petition of the Lord's prnjK. 
If He needed such bread, how much more, man. 
Desirii^ the bread of disobedience, one is already Satan's captive. ^I 
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Having GhxiBt, the Heaven-deBcended bread, we shall never hunger. 

John vi. 68. 
Israel, hungering, saw bread rained down from heaven. 
Ko strait, however pressing, should shake our faith in God. 
Word. Preservation, a constant act of creation. 
By His Word, all things at first were created. John L 3. 
The first perfect resistance, since Tempter mined Adam. Lu&e zL 4. 
Heretofore a conqueror, Satan is now a vanquished foe. Ps. IxviiL 18. 
Adam*s yielding, stands at the threshold of the Old Testament. 
•Christ's vanquishing f stands at the threshold of the New. 
A surprise, as well as consternation on Satan's part. 
David chose three stones. Our Lord three texts to meet the foe. 



prjfLon. A thing, s tmth, reality, p^/uiara. Words of Jesus, Luther. GreatiTa 
caase of all noniishment, Olshataen, Dent. Tiii. 8, Moses refers to manna. Italics in 
English version have nothing in Hebrew, Treneh^ Oo$terMee. A^^y, "saying," also 
fhe clause ** but by every word of Qod," omitted by Tisehendorf and Alford, "Wanting 
bread, I have made meals on God's promise." nenry. Order of the temptation, 1, a 
distrust of providence. 2, presumpticm. 8, ambition, Brown, Adam feU in the gaideii, 
surrounded by beauty and abundance. Christ triumphed in the desert, surrounded by 
desolation, and pinched -with hunger, Ed, 



6. And the devil, taking him up into a high mountain, shewed^- unto fc<m aU the king' 
dome of the world in a moment of time, 

High, moiintain. Tradition has selected Quarantaria, near Jericho. 

Balak thus changed the ground for Balaam's ungodly work. 

Tempter, defeated, returns as cunning as ever. 

The mountain tops of spiritual life are dangerous. 

Highest elevations, border on the deepest precipices. 

Sheweth. Sow the Tempter works, is still a profound mystery, 

Eingdoms. An overwhelming appeal to the ambition of a mere man. 

Moment. Superhuman power, in this violent assault. 

A general collects his forces, and hurls them against one point, often 

the weakest. 
The imagination dazzled, and judgment surprised in this temptation. 
But Earthly joys, and glory of momentary duration. 



o Sut^oAoo-, " the devil,** cancelled, Ti$eh., Alford, ckt opocr v^Xov, " into a high 
Mountain," cancelled, Tieeh,, Alford, Omitted, Cod, 8ina, Scene of this temptatioOc 
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Bee Matt. ir. 8. Qtuurantaria, Porteu$. Befhabant, lAghtfoot Ne1)0 or Piagah, EUUM, 
Horeb, Origen, " worlds" PaleBtine, KuinoeL Heafhendaoi, Meyer. World in videet 
sense, Alford, ^^eheioed,^ Actual exliibiti(m, Lange, Palace splendors, De WeUe» 
Seenes of pleasure and txinmpli, Doddridge. The temptation inward^ since no literal 
mountain commands such a view, OUhaueen. To his ejes as far as the horizon ; the rest 
possibly by enumeration and indleation, Bengel. " moment of time.** Pointing out ths 
supernatural character of the vision, Alford. The displaj was sodden, hence tiie templi- 
ti(m was strong, Berigel, 



6. And the devil eaid unto hlmj AU thU power ivill I give thee^ and the glory of them: 
for that is delivered unto me ; and to whomsoever I wiU^ I give it. 

Power. SceptreB, robes, thrones, armies, reins of empire, often Satan's 

gifts. 
Give thee. They had for ages been pledged to Christ by JehoY&h. 

Ps. ii. 8. 
Never consent to receive from Satan, -what God promises. 
Temptations, striking at God*s throne, are most perilous. 
Glory. Crowns, palaces, gardens, equipages, armies, what men caQ 

glory. 
Com-ts, life-guards, pomps, field-shows, comitry seats, &c. &c. 
Man everywhere naturally loves and longs for *' glory," indicative ol 

immortality. 
Satan conceals cares, dangers, calamities, treasons, Borrows. 
Woes sMlfolly hid nnder false colors, and delusive splendors. 
The temptation implies, that His Father had abandoned Him. 
Delivered. Jesus names him " prince of this world." Jo. xii. 81. 
He offers to abdicate his seat, in favor of Christ. 
He confesses a Greater One in creation, than himself. 
I will. He does not speak the truth, he is " father of lies.*' 
To dispose of the world and its interests, belongs finally to God. 
He never lies more boldly, than when he promises. 
The realm of futurity, is held supremely and solely by Gk)d. 
I give. Three lies, against, 1. God's justice. 2. His sovereignty. 8. 

His providence. 
Boasting, while the chains of fire were checking his wrath. Jude 6 verse« 
He does not say " Resist^ and I will arm the world against Thee I " 
He promised to Eve^ to Jesus, and will to us. 



jo^cw. ** glory." Satan appeals to the $ame motivet whidi cost ^^tw heavoo. Isa. xfr. 
12,18. 1. TinL.iiL6. "if d«lmred;" this was not entirely lalse, J^^n^el. The enemy 
Tevealfl himself openly as "father of lies;" for though power is given him over tUi 
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world and its sons, his we rt lon here la moet vnttne, A^iord. Wb object to tempt oar 
Iiord to accept worldly pomp and pride, instead of a ipiritudl kingdom. This would 
BMtiiy Jewish expectations, and save him from bitter perseeations, Jaeolmt, 



7. J^jT thou therefore wiU wonhip me, all shall he thine. 

Worship. Kissing the hand, and prostrating one*s sell as Persians do. 
An act of a subject to a sovereign, wonhip in the higher sense, doe to 

God only. 
Boldly droppmg his mask, Satan stands out as Gk>d'B rival. 
Hebrews yielded (Deut. zxxii. 17), and were punished. Lev. zvii. 7. 
Besist nnto blood. Heb. xii. 4. Death better than sin. 
Satan true to his ruling passion loves honor even in ruins. 
Worship given to heathen gods, really given to Satan. 1 Cor. z. 20. 
If once made partner with God in the heart, Satan wUl soon be 

proprietor. 
Adopting a new religion for Tumor, one worships Satan. 
All Thine. Herod hazarded but half his kingdom. 
Many peril all for honor ; sell heaven for a Jyubhle. 



irpo(rKvvi}(rn$, 1. To kiss one's hand extending toward one in homage. S. To worsh^ 
prostrate on the ground, as a suppliant. Soph, Adore, Aeteh., Prom. 988, Oeeeniut. 
From Kvav, crouch like a dog; Orientals fawn, Major. From Kwita, **to hiu," Donne^ 
gan. Prostrate thyself, Elsley. Satan proposes no act of Immorality, but asks the Lord 
to take from him (Satan) the soTereignty of the world, until He aoeompliahes EQfl 
designs, W,dW, ' The tempter does not demand the highest degree of adoration; bat 
Jesus shows that no degree, howeyer low, can be given to a creature, mudi less to Sataiia 
^engel. 



8. And Jesue answered and said unto Mm, Qet thee "behind me, Satan : for it is vrittMh 
Thou shaU worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thon serve. 

Get thee, &c. Begone 1 An expression of the deepest abhorenoe. 
These identical words were afterwards addressed to Peter. Matt. xyi. 28. 
All kingdoms of earth, cannot balance one sin. 
Written. Luke i. 63. Deut. vi. 13. Christ peculiarly honors the 

Pentateuch, 
Onr Lord is the vexy highest authority for its inspiration. 
AflMultsd, let us also draw our weapons from the Bf^^e. 2 Tim. iii. 18. 
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Onr Lord's reply was a renewed declaration of trar. Gen. iii. 15. 

He yields not a moment's advantage, or a hair's breadth. 

Sword of the Spirit : 1. How dazzling its brightness. 2. How deep its 

womids. 8. How decisiye its triumphs. 
Only. Not in the Hebrew. Dent. yi. 13. But Christ the Authob of 

both, can add or detract as He pleases, in Infinite Wisdom. 
What' we supremely love, is our object of worship. 
Serve. The Papacy discriminates the worship of Ood froip worship of 

images. 
AU religions worship of every kind, not to God, is idolatry. 



vnaytf fte. ** Get Ihee behind am Satan," Conoelled, also yapy ^for^ AJford^ TU- 
ehendorf^ Ooitenee, Omitted Cod. Sina, Betaioed, WeUtein, Brown, Supposed thafc 
later Oxeek oopjrists had translated fhua from Matt., Bengel, Satan must obey, 
henoe Katt.'8 order preferred, Brown, Some led by pride to ambitionf Matt.'s 
order, oUiers vUe versa, Luke's order preferred, MiUe. karpevatis, Claasieal meanizigi^ 
1, to work for hire or pay. 2, to subject to. 8, to serve the gods -with prayers and saeii- 
fice^ InJS. T. sense, to render religions homage, or worship. Confined to religious wor 
ship in the Sept. Sometimes used in the N. T. for external religious servloe. Heb. viiL 
6. Used also in the sense of offering sacrifloe. Heb ix. 9. Ed, 



9. And he brought Mm to Jeruedlemj and set him on a piimaele of the temple^ and eaii 
wUo Mm, If thou be the Son of Qod, cast 4hy»elf down from hence. 

Brought. Led. Nothing however which implies compulsion. 

No more inconsistent with Divine dignity, than being scourged. 

His humiliation, was not in being led, but in being tempted. 

A depth of Divine repose, demons could not disturb. 

tTerusalem. Luke i. 15. History and antiquities. Luke zzi. 24. 

BuinS. See Notes. 
Pinnacle. Gr. Wing. The roof receded like a bird's wings. 
The roof was flat, surrounded by a balustrade. Deut. xzii. 8. 
High places of eari^ are slippery places. 
Victims of ambition, raised by the tempter to high honors. 
Temple. Luke L 9. Mount Moriah was 500 feet high, very steep. 
If Thou. Insinuates a groundless, vain confidence, on the part of Jesus. 
Bom in a stable, fleeing to Egypt, living under a carpenter's roof. 
Thirty years in obscurity of a humble village, now hungry. 
Unhonored, unattended, nnpitied, among beasts. Mark i. 13. 
Cast. Unbelief, worldliness, presumption, Satan's three great motives^t 
The sin. To parade a miraculous deed before the crowd. 
If evil is done, Satan persuades^ but cafinoi compel. 
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*^ Pirmaeley The temple had no spbes. The battlements wexe to prevent peraoos 
from, iralldng off, Doddridge, Major, An oatboilding of the temple, De WetUm 
BsilKapB the zojal portioo of Hexod oTerlooUng, at a ftaxfol height, the Valley of Jeho- 
dwphat, Meyer f A{ford, Christ was tempted by heighU and deptht, Sengel. tou ** tlhe * 
iMtee Son of Ood, eanoelled, Campbell, Major. Omitted by Satan throngh malignttsft 
QoaUrMee. This temptation scene a compromise of dignity, Paulut : itao, emoifizlaa 

ioo^ Gregory, 



10. J^ it U vnitUn, He ehaXl give hit angel* charge over thee, to htep thu : 

Written. Satan with Bible in Ttandi and a text in his numth. 
A head full of Scripture, and a heart full of rebellion. 
Deyil tnms theologian, opposes Jesns with Mb own weapons. 
Abuses of Scripture : 1. Letter against liie Spirit. 
A poetical sentence, quoted against demands of Lajr. 
The part that would have condemned the temptation, skilfally left oni— 
'* To keep thee in all thy ways" Psa. xci. 11. 
S. Dangerous. Holy words finds an echo in the heart. 
8. Only conquered by persistent searching of God's V7ord. 
Angels. Luke 1. 11. Not guardian angel, the plural is used. 
Ministering spirits, instrumental agents of God. Heb. i. 14. 
Charg^e. ProTidence, a ground of confidence, not presumption, 
Satan ii^ent on the ruin, angels on the salvation, of saints. 
Angels, guides for paths, not precipices ; necessities, not pcusions. 
Teachers are to enlighten us, not to follow our infatuation. 
Promises embraced, ** munitions of rooks*' to the soul. Isa. xniil. IS. 
So often baffled by the Bible, Satan hates it intensely. 
Men ** wrest the Scriptures," and grace is changed te-lnst. Jude, ver. A, 
2 Peter, iii. 16. 



■*I< if written.** That temptation is the most spedoas which i^pears to cite Soriptaxe 
appropriately, BengeL A rile abuse of Scripture to persuade hereby to qin, or plead fbr 
■in, Trapp. That God has promised to protect and support His seryants is tme, but 
only when they walk in ^ba path ot duty ; out of that path there is no te^fety, Dr,Am 
Olarke, 



11. And in their hatide they thaU hear thee up, lest at any time thou daeh thyfti^ 
o^aimt a tUme, 

Bear. The tender care of nurses towards infants. 

Iiost. Peradventure. Dash. Strike or stumble. Ps. xci 11. 
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Stone, in the path, '* Thy foot shall not Btmnble &o.*' Proy. iii. 33. 

A proverbial expression indicating danger. 

God's entire attributes are pledged to protect ns in duty. 

** As thy day is so shall thy strength be." Dent, xxxiii. 25. 

But promise not thyself, more than God has pledged. 

Batan quotes a correct jpnncipZ^, but makes a wrong applicaMon. 

The text is both misquoted, and misapplied. 



" And in their KandB they »haU bear thee up," literally, on their hand* ; % metapluir 
token from a nurse's management of her child, Dr. A. Clarke. " Le$t at any time tho% 
da$h thy foot againet a atone." Whereof the temple was built, BengeU The words indi- 
cate the tender -watchfnl care of onr Heavenly Father, Trapp. Christ had repelled the 
first temptation by an act of faith, now the devil solidta him to make trial of his faith, 
to prove how far God would honor it. Learn, that the means we use to repel one 
temptation may be made through the subtlety of Satan the gronndwork of another 
and a more dangerous temptation. Dr. A. Clarke. Most of the ancient saints failed in 
that point which constituted the strength of their character, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, &B. 
JBven a virtue when in exeete becomes of the nature of vice. Ed, 



12. And Jeeue amwering said unto himt It is said. Hum shaU not tempt the Lord (fty 
God. % 

Said. All three answers were from the Pentateuch. Deuteronomy. 

Satan cried; " It is written," Jesus answered, *• It is written." 

Tempt, i.e., try thoroughly by criminal presumption. 

Applied to God, it demands proof by further evidence. 

Christ wiU not be tempted by presumptuous solicitation. 

Neither will he tempt God, by presuming on His Frovidence. 

This temptation was, 1. Unbelief in God's Word. 

2. Presumption on God*s Word. 3. Apostacy from God's Word. 

•* Christ was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin." 

Heb. iv. 15. 
".The prince of this world cometh, and findeth nothing in me." John 
No one of a fallen race tempted, is without sin. Heb. iy. 15. [xiL 81. 
Our Lord's vanquishing the tempter by the Scriptures — 

1. A light to our blindness. 2. A spur to our sloth. 

8. A staff to our weakness. 4. A croum in our victory. 
God's dealing vxith christians 1. Old way, yet always new. 

2. Hard, yet kind. 3. Dark, yet full of light. 

4. Solitary, yet ever a blessed way. Proverbs iv. 18. 
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'* Tempi.'* Wantonly testing a kind Prorldenee, WdkeJUld. God ia tempted wben 
men are too muoh addicted to means as Thomas ; or when fh^ reject fhem as Ahaz, 
Trapp. To ei^ose myself to any daoger, with the vain presumption that Gk>d will 
protect and defend me from the oonseqnenoes of my rashness and folly, is to tempt Ood, 
Dr. A. Clarke, Uncalled fanatics and refoitners have sinned through presumption, in 
fozgetting this word of the Lord, 8ti«r. Kotwifhstanding Satan's retort of the words, 
**it is written,** Jesns did not allow them to be wrested from Him,, but applied them 
three times. Scripture must be latezpreted by and reconciled with, Scripture, BengeL 
The plan of building theological or moral opinions on isolated fragments and texts of 
Soipture may be used to support any heresy, or any crime. The History of the Church 
Affords mournful proof of this, Ed, Christ had minimum of peeeaium originaUj Irving, 
No sin in Etc, seeing attractions in forbidden fruit, bat the toill to eat, was si^, OotteruM, 
No belieyer vigorously tempted, escapes a stain. Brown, Saints must offer this petitioo* 
^Forgive im our tretp<UBe$," until they leave this world. 



18. And when th$ de9it had ended aU the temptoHont, he depaiteS from him for a 
$ea»on. 

Snded. Our temptations limited, " Thus far, and no farther, &o." 
Temptations. II Satan cannot ruin our soulj he bruises out heeU 

Gen. iii. 15. 
In the wilderness, every allTirement to ambition is often found. 
In the gardeli, or on the cross, every avenue to pain is tried. 
Thus the world tries sedtictiona^ then threatenings of wrath. 
The greatest victories of Christ's Kingdom cause reaction. 
Satan powerfully withstood Moses in 'freeing Israel. 
Christ coming to atone, demons strenuously resisted Him. 
In the doming *'end,'' they will "oome down in great wrath." Bev. 

xii. 12. 
If they gain no victory ^ there is still revenge. 
Departed. But ceased not continually to torment Him. 
Satan's victims thrown ofi their guard, often are lulled to eleep. 
Season. Benewed. Matt, zzvii. 40 ; John vii. 8-4 ; vi. 15. 
He sees the back ground of Peter's request. Matt. xvi. d2. 
If Satan returns to tempt, so God does to aid us. 
Implying that we must be ready for new onsets. 
He vanquishes ^q first Adam, but is vanquished by the Second, 
With the sword of the Spirit, He comes off Victor. 
Capability of temptation, proves His perfect humanity, Heb. ii. 17. 
Angels came. Mark i. 13. As hostile powers fled, heavenly powers 

surround Him. 
Beceives Heaven's homage and Father's smile among beasts. Mark 

i. 18. 
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Heaven a Bympathising witness of the conflicts of earth.. 

The greatest triumph pver the dark king, celebrated secretly, 

l^one need dread demons or deserts, since angels are near. 

3ea8ts. Mark i. 13. Daniel from the den of beasts advanoes near the 

throne. Dan. v. 29. « 

Onr Lord from similar perils, proceeds to take the crown. 
Objects of temptation : 1. Gives the Lord experience of His work. 
"S. Makes trial of the glorious qualifications He had received. 

3. Encourages Him in the great work of redemption. 

4. He learns how to succour them that are tempted. Heb. ii. 18. 

5. Pledge that He will destroy the works of the deviL 1. John iii. 8. 



**Ended.^ In the ootirse of this triid onr Lord was tempted Istly. To Dzstbust. 
** Command these •fon«t," &o, 2adly. To Pbesumftion. " Cast thyself down.** Sidly. 
To WoBLDLT Ambitign. ** JU these wiU I givs thee.*' Ithly. To IdoIiATbt. "FaU 
down and worship me.** Thexe is probably not a temptation of Satan bat is ledncible to 
one or other of these four, Dr. A. Clarke, There is no temptation against which this 
example may not famish as with weapons and teach as how to use them, BengeU **For 
a season^** lit. iitt a time. It expresses the devil's intention to retam, Meyer. From thig 
time forth the devil knew Jesas, Btier; more especially on the approach of oar Lord's 
passion, the prince of evil retamed, Vers. Oer. llatt's order preferred, Sehleiermaeher, 
MajoTf Brown^ Afford. Narrated by oar Savioar to His disciples, Olshaiuenf Norton, 
Unnecessary if inspired, The Author. " Temptations ** addressed to the threefold division 
of oar natare, body, sool, and ^irit, ElUeott, 

i-* — . . 



14. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into OaUUe : and there went out a 
fame of him through aU the region round about. 

Ketumed. After John's imprisonment, a year after His baptism. 

Events of the interval, briefly stated by John iy. 48. 

Galilee. Luke i. 26. The lecords of Our Lord, confined mainly to 

His last year. Bee Notes. 
Spirit. Luke iii. 22. He needed no call to pieach the Gospel. 
Pame, of miracles wrought by Him in Capernaum. 
They Inrought crowds of hearers to His presence. 



** Spirit.** His haman seal, Crosby. Divine natare, Owen, Power of the fan 
mdnting of the Spirit received ai baptism^ Alford. " Fam€.** Besolt of His pieaohing^ 
^hsUrgee. Men felt the power of the Spirit, Bengel. 
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15. Jbid he t&mghi im their fffmaffoguet^ being glori/ted ofaJL 

Taught. The Great Teacher. His heaiers the most favored of meiu 

BaTioiir, thus glorified in a cotmpt church. 

Many refozmerB, 00 called, are only schismatics. 

Synagogues. 1. Assembly. 2. Edifice. 3. Festal assembly o( 

' heaven. Heb. ziL 23. 
First named 174 b.c. Small, without windows. 
Men first worshipped in open air. Gen. xviiL 
Then built a wall romid the altar, bnt without roof. 
In Greece, a mere cord marked the limits of a holy place. 
Temples of Greece, without windows — lamps gave light. 
Worshippers stood without, priests alone were within. 
Synagogues built, when ten men of piety and means were found. 
To erect one, was supposed a pas8X>ort to heaven. Luke vii. 5. HeoM 

multiplied. 
In Jerusalem there were 460 in number. People sat facing the temple. 
Borne has 360 churches, population 120,000, about 160 to a church. 
The ark was in the western part, 19 prayers said, phylacteries read. 
Law read. Twenty verses of S<ppture expounded. 
Antiochus forbade the reading of the Law under penalty of death. 
Teachers 8at. Matt, xriii. 2. Service on sacred days, 2nd and 5th 6L 

the week. 
Synagogue and mosque divide females from the audience by lattice. 
Glorified. To be humble under honours — a rare virtue. 



cSti5a<rxe, aonoiinciDg good or eril tidlngB. Kifpvov., oriticAl notes, Lake iz. S. 
as cadueeatoTt eadueeua, -wand of peace, borne hj iha herald in time of war. 
tion made <m avihority. cvayydl., alwayt good news. Luke xs. 1 disoriminates, 2>aMt^. 
CampbeU. <rwayu.— AsaemUy of Greek freemen, and cxxXifo'.— Called tmto/tke ji t cp to ', 
CbvadxtnaamoaaBdioiUo/theviorld, CSuist, Uatt. zvi. 18, engrafts a more angost mbm 
on it, CampbelU Hxst, assemblies, then, buildings— similar to T%«f0««* temple now sK 
Athens. One at Hebron described by Joi^hui. Pantheon at Borne, without window, 
massiTe and dark. Females invisible formeriy, as in mosques now. ** CHorijML" 
Universal applause, CampbeU, Exceedinf^ admired, Hamwumd. Having withaftaoC. 
temptation^ gains £^17, BengeU 



16. IT And he eame to Nasareth, tehere he had been brought up : and, as hit e 
900, he went into the egnagogue on the tahbath day, and $tood up for to read. 

Came. Properiy identical with the rocord in Matt. xiii. 64. 
Kazareth. LulceL26. His sisters dwelt there. Matt. xiii. 56. 
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Mary had retired to Cana, her permanent home. 

Brought up, His entire life to 30 years of age, the priestly age. 

This the turning point in our Saviour's life. 

Hitherto He had met with a kind of toleration. 

Henceforth the city of David is no safe dwelling-place for Him. 

Custom. Creatures of habit, men's minds become set. Jer. sill. 28k 

An element of great power, in controlling mankind. 

Our Lord thus b^ds us cultivate regularity in religious duties. 

If the sinless Jesus, how much more ought sinners / 

Went, &c. His Father's day, wordy and worship, acknowledged. 

Sabbath. Heb. Rest, Luke vi. 2-5. See Notes. 

In Sabbath battles, the assailants are generally defeated. 

Those firms desecrating it, generally become bankrupts. 

Kations despising God's day, uniformly punished. 1. Sam. ii. 80. 

Stood. Hitherto a hearer. Henceforth tJie Great TeacTier, 

It implied, He desired to read a Scripture Lesson. 

B^ead. Bible ought ever to be heard in God's worship. 



** NcuarethJ* His enemies had littie opporttmitj to arrest Him, EUieott, TbBj 
eoold only ■wskidh. and annoy. Andrews. He took Capemamn on His way. Lnke It. 2S. 
Alfordf Krafp, Same as Matt. ziii. 68. Mark vi. 1. Langef Alfordf Sehleiermaeher, 
Brown. Different, Meyer, Stier, iSoMfuon, TUehendorff WieteUr, Ewald, Andrewi, 
** Ctutonif" as having preached for some time, Brown. Time preceding His 80th yewi 
Ootterxee. He returned after brief Intervals to the Feasts, OUhaiuen, 



17. And there was delivered unto him the hook of the prophet Esaiaa, And when he 
had opened the bookf he found the place where it was written. ^ 

Delivered, by the Minister, a roll, the day's lesson. 

A solemn moment, after thirty years of silence. 

Book. Materials and method of writing. Luke i. 63. See Notes. 

Prophet. Luke i. 70. Isaiah. Lukd iii. 4. Character and life. 

See Notes. 
Opened. Gr. unrolled. Parchments zolled. Christ first opens the O.T's 

matchless treasures, Himself the Inspirer. 
Found. Selects it, to correct worldly views of the Messiah, Isa. 

Ixi. 1. 
Written. He read £rom the Septuagiat, not the Heb, oriffinaU 
Antiochus 174 B.C., put to death those who read the Law. 
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** Opened,** OTolTeie Toltunen, frequent phiase. By diylne direction, Meyer: 
eonwBponding -with the prophecy, verse 22, De Wette. By Providential guidance, Alford, 
** The plaee,** % text, VitringOt Le Clere. A section, Lightfoot A section read last of 
Aug., first of Sept^ Major, An infallible date of ehronok^, Bengel^ OotUrzee, Doubt- 
fUtX, QretfioeVL ** WritUnJ* Luke quotes VMmoriUT from Sept, Oosterzee. First received 
its aooompHshment, in Christ, Hoffman. 



18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, hecaaee he haXh anointed me to preach the goe- 
pel to the poor; he hath eent me to heal the "brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
eaptUfee, and recovering of eight to the blind, to set ai liberty them that are bruieed. 

Spirit. Lake i. 15. Passage eeems inspired for this hour. 

Upon me. On Prophets, at seeuons, on Christ always. 

Me, claiming eomcious inspiration direct from God. 

Iiord. The Three PerBons of the Trinity pass before us. 

Anointed. Common practice, Jews, Greeks, Bomans. Mio. 6. 15. 

Its objects were health, strength, beauty and consecration. 

Its absence a sign of mourning at Eg3^tian feasts. 

Prophets. 1. Sings xix. 16 ; Priests. Ex. xl. 15 ; Kings. Judg. ix. 8. 

Bpiritual anointings. Ps. ii. 2. Oil of gladness. Ps. xlv. 7^ 

Christ anointed with the Holy Ghost. John i. 32 ; Acts iv. 27. 

Here He was inaugurated for the work of the Atonement. Ex. xl. 15. 

Preach.. Luke viii. 1. & ix. 2. Glad tidings. His life, labors, miracles. 

1. Inspired with wisdom to preach the Gospel to the poor. 

2. Grace to heal the broken-hearted. 

8. Bighteousness and sanctification, deliverance to the captives. 

4. Bedemption, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Each sermon like Christ's, should be : 1. Founded on Scripture. 2. Suited 

to the hearers. 3. Attractively set forth. 
Oospel. Glad news. Afflicted are comforted when Christ appears. 
Poor. Chasm between rich and poor, wide in the East. Jo. vii. 49. 
Jews believed the Messiah would favor the higher classes. 
In India, a Sudor reading the Vedas, hot oil is poured in his ears. 
To break these iron walls of caste was Christ's great work. 
A church which recognizes, and acts on the principle of social caste, see 

James ii. 1-9, is Antichristian. 
Jubilee liberated slaves, and released debtors. Ezek. xlvi. 17. 
Poor in spirit, not intellectual weakness, nor bodily want, merely. 
The saints are sufferers, destitute of worldly felicity. Luke vi. 20. 
Heal. Gr. as a physician. " Balm of Gilead." Jer. viii. 22. 
Broken. Gr. crushed. Alludes to the gentle ministry of Christ. 
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** He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax.*' 
Opposes the formalists, self-righteous, lovers of themselyes. 
Deliverance. Oriental prisoners in every age treated most omelly. 
Captives. Gr. taken by the point of the spear— generally sold, tm 

slaves, if not put to death, regardless of oolor. 
Blind. Prisoners* eyes put out. Zedekiah's, Samson's. Jer. zxxiv. 3. 

Jud. zvi. 21. 
Bolts and bars typify the desperate strength of sinful habits. 
Kings oft opened the doors to prisoners at their coronation. 
Our Lord restores Satan's captives to liberty and sight. 
Sinners blinded by Satan, are ** blind, who have eyes,** 
Iiiberty. Many hearts are bound by chains of care and remorse. 
Bruised. Gr. the scars, from the fetters in stocks. Acts xvi. 24. 
1. Poor. 2. Captives. 3. Blind— representatives of suffering humanify. 
1. Light. 2. Health. 3. Liberty— images of Christ's Salvation. 



•S cvcKcv. Jhaeonaeh, Wakefield, Beoanse, Major. trrnxoU, Heb. has ** meek," 
Lighifoot, id/rmffe., omitted. Cod, 8ina, Vat., and OoM, Betained, Alex. Poabtfal, 
Laehmann, Canoelled, De Wette, Meyer. Betained, Bengel, 8tier, ** DeUveranee.* 
jTubilee, Alexander. Gxept in firom the margin, Le Olere. " Bight," &c. Orig. Heh. baa 
bound in prison, Ughtfoot. Heb. opening of the prison, Kimehi, Complete' opening, 
Geseniua, Deliverance from darkness, JSwaki. Spiritual blindneB8,iiIea;afu2er. Speaker, 
is Isaiah, Umbreit. Oar Lord, Vitringa, Alexander, 



19. TopreaehiheaeeeptahUfearofiheLord, 

Preach. Gr. Herald. Luke viii. 1; ix. 2. 

Acceptable, i.e., the Jubilee. 

Jubilee. Heb. The prolonged sounding of the trumpet. Lev. xzv. 9. 

Slaves, except strangers, freed : debts, mortgages, released. 

Every fiftieth year, social state, founded by Moses, restored. 

Every seventh and every fiftieth year, the land was not tilled. 

Holy Ghost made Christ's advent a spiritual Jubilee. 

No Israelite, by the Jubilee trumpet, gained such an inheritance. 

" Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound." Psa. Izzzix. 15. 

" Acceptable year," precedes " the day of vengeance." Isa. xxziv. 8. 

Tear. All the ages from Calvary to the day of judgment 

How brief our hour, to do the work of eternity. 

1. Moments of mercy. 2. Hours of trials. 8. Eternity of Joy. * * 
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) RECOMMENDATIONS, fjj 

^ 2, Brunswick Roiv, Queen Square^ Blooimhury^ Dec. 15, 1865. Ij 

Bear Sir, — As an admirer of Puritan literature, I beg to offer you my jj 

) very sincere thanks for the republication of Trapp's Commentary on the f < 

\ New Testament, a work of sterling value and of singular originality, which J 

7 has been out of print nearly two hundred years. It is >6aid of many w 
\ modem commentaries, that they are to a great extent an echo of one 
/ another ; but this cannot be said of the racy, witty, pungent, practical, 

\ and orthodox Commentary of the learned Trapp. I trust that the sale of i J 

the very elegant and readable volume which you have just publighed will jj 

J be such as to induce you to send forth in the same form this erudite ^ I! 

\ Puritan's Commentary on the Old Testament. You have acted wisely in i jl 

I engaging the services of so accomplished a scholar as Mr. Webster in the J 

) editorship of the vohune. ' His name is an ample guarantee for the ' Si 

\ accuracy and integrity of the reprint. J 

I am, yours very respectfully, *h 

THOMAS JACKSON. jj^ 

\ From tlie Rev. Db. Knowles, M.A.^ F.S.A'. j 

ly My dear Sir, — Accept my best thanks for the boon you have conferred ^ k 

on ministers, in having republished " Trapp on the New Testament." As jj^ 

an Expositor of the Word of God, he only needs to be known to be valued, h 

and it will require little discernment to discover that he is one of the most f ;| 
suggestive of all the Commentators of the seventeenth century. All the 
commendation^ bestow-ed by the press and ministers on the reprints of 
♦' Godly Expositions" of the last few years apply in their fullest sense to 
your beautiful and cheap reprint. I trust that you wiU meet with such 
encouragement as to warrant you in giving us the same author's Com- 
mentary on the Old Testament. J. KNOWLES, Windsor. 

,. A cheap reprint of a most interesting and valuable work. Trapp's „ 

{^ Commentary^ known to and highly prized by a few, has long been difficult M 
to obtain. This handsome volume, however, places it within the reach 
of everj' theological student ; and he deprives himself of a rich treasury 
j) of suggestive and holy thoughts, quaintly expressed, who does not add^it 

\ to his library. Mr. Spurgeon says, "In my copy of Trapp I find I have n 

) written at different dates these remarks, ' Most pithy, precious, pertinent,' * || 

\ *Best of Expositions,' 'Without equal, or even rival,' *The most sug- H 

^ gestive book I possess,' 'Better liked each day.'" If we do not accept |! 

) Trapp's expositions to the same extent as Mr. Spurgeon, we equally, with \ ^ 

him, admire his ardent piety and extensive biblical knowledge, fecundity ^ 
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of illustration, and raciness of expression. We are glad that Mr. ' J 

\\ Dickinson contemplates a re-issue of Trapp on the Old Testament, and i k 

'I cordially commend his undertaking to the support of our readers, ^jj 

i; especially "those who minister in the word and doctrine." — United In 

\ Methodiat Free Churches Magazine^ Dec. / [ 
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